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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall on Monday 18th May, 2009.

In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor: D. Breathnach

Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’hEiligh, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





J. Martin, Director of Services 







E. Walsh, Director of Services





J. McGuinness Director of Services






M. Curran, Director of Services





B. Woods, Head of Finance





C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer
P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer





P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






G. Duffy, Senior Planner





R. McKenna, Senior Engineer






C. Vaughan, Social Worker






R. McAuley, Accountant


--------------------------------------

At the commencement of the meeting the Cathaoirleach Cllr. D. Breathnach welcomed Cllr. Alan Grehan to the meeting following his co-option at the April meeting, and wished him success in the future.  Cllr. Alan Grehan thanked the Cathaoirleach and wished all the members well in the upcoming elections.
Minute No. 68/09
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 20th April 2009 were adopted by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. L. Reilly. The minutes of the Special Meetings and S.P.C. Meetings held on 9th, 19th 26th March and 2nd April 09 were adopted by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage seconded by Cllr. L. Reilly.  

The minutes of the Special Meeting held on 15th April 09 incorporating the typographical corrections as circulated at the meeting were adopted by the members on the proposal of Cllr. K. O’hEiligh seconded by Cllr. S. Keelan.
The minutes of the Area Committee meetings and the meeting of the Louth Forum on Homelessness as circulated with the agenda were noted by the members

Minute No. 69/09
S.P.C. Chairpersons Report
Environment S.P.C. – Chairman, Cllr. M. Bellew advised the members that at the meeting held on 2nd  April, 2009 a discussion took place on Bring Bank facilities and they also received a presentation on the River Basin Management Plan
Planning S.P.C. – Chairman Cllr. S. Keelan advised the members that the members of the Planning SPC at their meeting in Jan 09 considered the draft Retail Strategy and received a presentation on the draft Bio-Diversity plan.
Minute No. 70/09
Louth County Development Board Strategy
M. Curran, Director of Services gave a presentation on the County Development Board Strategy which included its policy, the review process, the new structure, core principles, details of representations on the Development Board and fora,  and the economic, cultural, and social priorities.
A discussion followed which raised the following issues:-
· A question on the membership of the County Development Board.
· The non-circulation of the minutes of the February meeting on the County Development Board to the Local Authority members.  M. Curran stated that the minutes were not circulated as they had not been adopted.  However later in the meeting M. Curran clarified that a meeting had been held in April 09, and apologised for the fact that the February minutes had not been circulated following their adoption in April.

· The timing for the receipt of the County Louth Economic Development Strategy document – It was clarified that the document was emailed to all members following the launch, and that this communication was made prior to its release to any other party.
Minute No. 71/09
Dundalk and Environs Draft Development Plan
Following clarification that the impact of the Indecon Report is dealt with under the economic element of the Draft Development Plan it was proposed by Cllr. J. D’Arcy, seconded by Cllr. S. Keelan and agreed to proceed to Public Display with the Draft Plan.
Minute No. 72/09
Louth Looking Good Campaign
A short discussion on the campaign took place and the following matters were raised:-
· A request that the report be circulated to the secretaries of the residents’ associations
· A vote of congratulations to the staff involved in the organisation of the campaign

· The allocation of funds

· The problem with the littering of take-away food bags etc

Minute No. 73/09
Report on Prevention and Control of Litter in 2009
The report was proposed by Cllr. G. Nash, seconded by Cllr. P. Savage and agreed.
Minute No. 74/09
Retirement of Councillors

A presentation was made to the two retiring Councillors – Cllr. Seamus Keelan and Cllr. Jimmy Mulroy. A further presentation was made to Cllr. Kevin Meenan who had decided not to stand in the forthcoming County Council Election.  Tributes were then paid by the members and the County Manager to the three Councillors for their commitment and contribution to the Council, their loyalty to their area and the courteous manner in which they carried out their role.
Minute No. 75/09

Rural Water Programme 2008 and 2009

The Rural Water Programme for 2008 and 2009 was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan and agreed by the members
Minute No. 76/09

Issue of Polling Information Cards

The issue of polling information cards in accordance with Article 55 (3) of the Local Election Regulations 1995 was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. S. Keelan.

Minute No. 77/09

SECTION 183 NOTICE

The disposal of land incorporating an affordable dwelling at 71 Rathview, Termonfeckin, Co Louth in accordance with notice issued to members on 7th May 2009 was proposed by Cllr F Mc Coy, seconded by Cllr J Mc Conville and agreed by the members.
Minute No. 78/09

2007 Statutory Audit Report

The Audit Report for year ended 31st December 2007 issued by the Local Government Auditor to the members was proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy, seconded by Cllr. P. Savage and agreed by the members
Minute No. 79/09
Declaration of Roads to be Public Roads
(a) The declaration of roads within the development know as Wavecrest Drive, Blackrock to be public roads was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. S. Keelan, seconded by Cllr. J. McConville.
(b) The declaration of roads within the development know as Cloonanna, Knockbridge to be public roads was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. L. Reilly, seconded by Cllr. J. McConville
Minute No. 80/09
Low Carbon Initiative

A presentation on the low carbon initiative which included details in relation to the centre of competence, testing, training and the new business development was made by Fiona Oster.  A short discussion followed with a suggestion that encouragement be given for the monitoring of emissions at traffic lights caused by ‘school traffic’

Minute No. 81/09
Suspension of Standing Orders

The suspension of standing orders to allow the meeting to proceed beyond 1.00 p.m. was proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. L. Reilly and agreed.

Minute No. 82/09
Annual Report

The adoption of the annual report was proposed by Cllr. S. Keelan, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan.  Cllr. T. Sharkey raised some typographical errors in the appendices to the report and Ms. C. Moss, Senior Executive Offices agreed to make the appropriate amendments.  It was then proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey, seconded by Cllr. I. Munster to make further amendments to the report in relation to the Official Languages Act and the Strategic Policy Committees. A show of hands was taken the result of which was 4 members voting in favour of the amendment with 8 members voting against the amendment.  Accordingly it was agreed to adopt the Annual Report with the correction of the typographical errors.
Minute No. 83/09
Roads Programme and Roads Progress Report

The roads progress report was noted by the members and a query raised in relation to the progress on the proposed footbridge in Termonfeckin
Minute No. 84/09
Planning Progress Report

The planning progress report was noted by the members
Minute No. 85/09
Housing Progress Report

The housing progress report was noted by the members
Minute No. 86/09
Conferences

The approval of the attendance of members at the conferences as listed in the agenda was proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. J. Mulroy and agreed.
Minute No. 87/09
Notices of Motion

From Cllr. P. Savage

Re: Provision of a 2m wide footpath/cycleway along the N 53.

In accordance with the proposed road improvements on the N53 Castleblayney Road by the NRA /Louth County Council and in compliance with the various legal obligations, that Louth County Council will amend or cause to have amended the present NRA /Louth County Council, road improvement proposal to provide an additional 2m wide continuous traffic separated path, for the safety of pedestrians and cyclists from the proposed junction 15 near Deerpark, along the northern edge of the N 53 road as far as the motorway and –in co-operation with Dundalk Town Council to continue this walkway / cycleway as far as the corner of the De La Salle School. 
The motion was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. S. Keelan and agreed by the members

From Cllr. J. Loughran

“This Council is concerned at the lack of funds for the administration of schemes to assist elderly, ill and immobile people in their homes. This Council believes that the suspension of these schemes will inevitably lead to a deterioration in the health and well being of many applicants. Many residents across Louth are in dire need of assistance. They are the most vulnerable in our society. We demand of the Minister for Environment Heritage that he make available sufficient funds to help facilitate the applicants to the various schemes”

Reply

All funding for the Suite of Grant schemes is provided on a part match funded basis by the Department of the Environment, Heritage, and Local Government.  The Department last week advised us of a revised allocation of €2,067,500. This exceeds our adopted budget income by €454,500 and requires an un-budgeted matching provision of €90,900.

The Schemes were suspended on 20th April 09 as it is likely that the budgets would be exceeded based on number of applications, numbers of provisionally approved applications but awaiting estimates, and applications yet to be assessed.  Despite the additional funding it is likely that there will still be budgetary pressures meeting the existing demand.

The response given to the notice of motion as above was further clarified by J. McGuinness, Director of Services
Minute No. 88/09
Correspondence

The correspondence was noted by the members
Minute No. 89/09
Notices of Motion from other Councils
The Notices of Motion from other Councils were noted by the members
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
