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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of July Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in the Drogheda Institute for Further Education on Monday 20th July , 2009.

In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach :
Cllr. J. D’Arcy
Members:
Councillors: P. Bell  M. Bellew, D. Breathnach T. Brennan, J. Carroll, E. Corrigan M. Dearey, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, P. Mc Quillan,  I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





J. Martin, Director of Services 







E. Walsh, Director of Services







M. Curran, Director of Services





B. Woods, Head of Finance





C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer
P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer





P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






G. Duffy, Senior Planner





R. McKenna, Senior Engineer






C. Vaughan, Social Worker






R. McAuley, Accountant


 --------------------------------------

At the beginning of the meeting Cllr. O. Tully on behalf of the VEC welcomed everyone to the Drogheda Institute for Further Education.
Minute No. 124/09
Minutes
The minutes of the Annual Meeting and the Monthly Meeting held on the 19th June, 2009 were approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey subject to the following amendments:-

Minute No. 98/09 – the inclusion of the following:- Cllr. A. Donohoe was accordingly elected to the Drogheda Port Company

Minute No. 104/09 – the inclusion of the following:- Cllr. D. Breathnach was proposed by Cllr. L. Reilly and seconded by Cllr. J. Carroll
Matters Arising
Minute No. 112/09 – Cllr. T. Sharkey referred to objections raised by him in relation to the proposed structure of committees and proposed that this minute not be adopted as the proposed S.P.C. Scheme was brought improperly to the Council.  This proposal was seconded by Cllr. J. Loughran. The County Manager clarified that no scheme had been brought to the Council.  On a show of hands Cllr. Sharkey’s proposal was rejected.
Minute No. 122/09 – the inclusion of the following:- The Cathaoirleach requested that reports be forwarded in respect of future attendances by members at conferences.
Minute No. 125/09

Barronstown to Newtownbalregan N 53 Road Improvement Scheme
Following an introduction by G. Kelly, Senior Engineer, a presentation on the scheme was given by Mr. Marcus Clifford from Clifton, Scanlon, Emerson Consultants which included the issues raised in the submissions received, details of the proposed amendments, and the Part 8 recommendation for cycle lanes.
It was proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey and seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach to move the position of the junction J3 east of Callan’s public house. Cllr. D. Breathnach also advised the members that Callans’ would transfer the necessary lands free of charge to provide the new junction for the construction of the link road between the new road alignment and the old N53.  He also referred to the need for agreed signage for their business on the new road.  A lengthy discussion followed with G. Kelly, Senior Engineer, and Mr. Mr. Marcus Clifford recommending that this proposal not be adopted for safety reasons, and clarified that the recommendations by the officials in relation to the location of the junction at Point A was following the receipt of expert advice in relation to the safety and minimisation of risk to road users.  A roll call vote was taken the result of which was as follows:-
For:
Cllrs. D. Breathnach T. Brennan, J. Carroll, E. Corrigan, J. D’Arcy, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster, L. Reilly, P. Savage, T. Sharkey

Total:
 16
Against:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, P. Bell, M. Dearey, A. Donohoe, C. Markey, F. Maher, G. Nash, M O’Dowd, J. Ryan, O. Tully

Total:  10
Accordingly the Part 8 recommendations as presented were approved subject to the amendment to move the proposed junction to the east of Callan’s public house i.e. Junction B on Map 08 075 058. It was also proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach and seconded by Cllr. J. D’Arcy and agreed to proceed to public display with the revised scheme for phase 2 of the work.

Minute No. 126/09

Special Meeting – Draft County Development Plan 2009 – 2015
It was proposed by the Cathaoirleach, Cllr. J. D’Arcy, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and agreed to hold a Special Meeting on Monday 14th September at 6.00 p.m. to consider the Manager’s Report on the draft County Development Plan 2009 -2015.
Minute No. 127/09

Vote of Congratulations
A vote of congratulations to Cooley distillery on winning the 8 Gold Medals in competitions recently held in New York and Los Angelus was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan.  Other votes of congratulations were extended to the efforts of the committees of Tallanstown, Knockbridge and other villages involved in the Tidy Towns Competition, and to the Louth Juniors on winning the recent Leinster Championship in Longford on 8th July.
Minute No. 128/09

Expressions of Sympathy
Expressions of Sympathy were recorded as follows:- 

· To the Smith family from Ballygassan on the death of their son David

· To Mr. Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer, on the death of his father John Gallagher

· To the family of Mr. Bernard Markey on the anniversary of his death
Minute No. 129/09

E.P.A. Report 2006 – 2007 Urban Waste Water Discharges
Mr. E. Walsh, Director of Services made reference to a number of inaccuracies in the E.P.A Report 2006/2007 in relation to Louth and gave details of the appropriate corrections to same.   A discussion followed during which the following issues were raised:-

· The delay in dealing with the Dundalk outfall

· The need for a sewerage plan for Omeath and Greenore to include footpaths, under grounding of cables etc. was proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. P. Savage

· Progress on industrial effluent in Castlebellingham

· The current sewerage capacity problem in Dromiskin

· Compliance with the shellfish directive

· Whether the spare capacity in Dundalk sewerage plant can be utilised to treat sewage tankered in from other plants

· The setting up of corrective action programmes

· Clarification on the local authority which has responsibility for the Castletown River

· The suitability of interceptor sewerage treatment plants in close proximity to housing estates

· Odour on Blackrock beach

· The legal obligations of the E.P.A. to submit correct information in their reports

· The upgrading of Ardee sewerage plant

Minute No. 130/09

SECTION 183 NOTICES
a) The Disposal of Land at Commons, Dromiskin in accordance with Section 183 Notice issued to members on 9th June 2009 was proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy , seconded by Cllr P. Savage and agreed by the members 

b) The Disposal of Property, “Quay Side Cottage”, The Harbour, Carlingford in accordance with Section 183 Notice issued to members on 9th June 2009 was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, , seconded by Cllr.  E. Corrigan and agreed by the members 

c) The Disposal of Land incorporating 4 affordable dwellings at 59, 62, 64 and 73 Rathview, Termonfeckin, Co. Louth in accordance with Section 183 Notice issued to members on 23rd June 2009 was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr F. Godfrey and agreed by the members.
d) The Disposal of Land incorporating one affordable house at 12 Clos na Manach, Carlingford, Co. Louth in accordance with Section 183 Notice issued to members on 29th June 2009 was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr F. Godfrey and agreed by the members. 

e) The Disposal of Land at Dromin, Dunleer, Co. Louth in accordance with Section 183 Notice issued to members on 1st July 2009 was proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy, seconded by Cllr C. Markey and agreed by the members. 
Minute No. 131/09

REPORT ON ANNUAL FINANCIAL POSITION

The County Manager gave a report on the current financial position of the Local Authority.  A discussion followed during which the following issues were raised:-

· Cllr. M. O’ Dowd expressd his dissatisfaction with the Dept of Finance in regard to their correspondence which disallows the use of capital receipts by the local authority, and  proposed the Louth County Council write to the Dept. requesting them to reconsider this decision. This proposal was seconded by Cllr. J. D’Arcy.
· Energy Costs

· Consultancy Fees

· A suggestion to consider the installation of a generator in County Hall

· A request for a list of all lands purchased by Louth County Council in the previous two years

· A proposal to impose charges on Caravan Park owners and caravan owners
Minute No. 132/09

Draft S.P.C. Scheme
It was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. J. D’Arcy and agreed to proceed to public display with the S.P.C. Scheme which is incorporated into the Draft Statutory Committee Structures which was presented to the Council. A short discussion followed on the combination of two of the current Area Committees, Joint Policing Committees, and the Strategic Policy Committees and the proposed amendments to the Joint Policing Committee structure.  It was clarified that the County Manager would be corresponding with the Dept. of Environment, Heritage and Local Government in relation to the proposed J.P.C. structure. In response to a query on the date of the Committee Report and the date of the C.P.G. meeting it was clarified that the date of the report was a typographical error and should read 13th July, 2009.  It was then agreed to proceed to the next agenda item on the proposal of Cllr. M. O’Dowd, seconded by Cllr. P. Savage.
Minute No. 133/09

Community & Voluntary Scheme 2009

The draft Community and Voluntary Scheme 2009 was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach.
Minute No. 134/09

Suspension of Standing Orders

The suspension of standing orders to allow the meeting to proceed beyond 1.00 p.m. was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. M. Bellew and agreed.

Minute No. 135/09

Conservation Plan

It was proposed by Cllr. J. Ryan, seconded by Cllr. J. D’Arcy and agreed to consider the Conservation Plan for the Monasterboice area prior to proceeding to item 8 on the agenda.  A presentation on the draft plan was given by Mr. Conn Manning, Archaeologist with the Dept. of Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  A short discussion followed in regard to the process and the protection or movement of the crosses.  It was then proposed by Cllr. A. Donohoe, seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan and agreed to proceed to public display with the draft document.

Notices of Motion From Cllr. O. Tully- Agenda Item No. 12.4
‘That Louth County Council formally set up a forum / advisory committee to campaign for the monastic settlement at Monasterboice, and its historically significant High Crosses to be recognised as a UNESCO World Heritage Site'.
As this motion was linked to the Conservation Plan it was agreed to consider the motion in conjunction with same.  It was then proposed by Cllr. O. Tully, seconded by Cllr. P. Savage to expand the existing steering group already in place for the Monasterboice Conservation Study.
Minute No. 136/09

Declaration of Roads to be Public Roads – Mariner’s Court Blackrock

On the proposal of Cllr. J. D’Arcy, seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach it was agreed to declare the roads in the development known as Mariner’s Court, Blackrock to be public roads in accordance with Section 11 of the Roads Act 1993.
Minute No. 137/09

Roads Progress Report

The Roads Progress report was noted by the members.

Minute No. 138/09

Planning Progress Report

The Planning Progress report was noted by the members.

Minute No. 139/09

Housing Progress Report

Members noted the contents of the Housing Progress

· The need to protect tenants against anti-social behaviour in housing estates

· The need for four bed-roomed houses to be built

· In regard to the McCarthy report, a request for a response to be issued in relation to the housing proposals

Minute No. 140/09

Notices of Motion

From Cllr. F. Godfrey

12.1  That Louth County Council explore ways and means in how best to deal with anti-social behaviour in many of our villages and towns in the county, in conjunction with the Gardai.

The response given was noted by the members

12.2  That Louth County Council urgently deal with the appalling state of some of our roads in County Louth, in particular  Clogherhead, Monasterboice, Termonfeckin, and Ballymakenny areas, in the interest of public safety 
The response given was noted by the members

12.3 That Louth County Council maintain the “Housing Adaptation Grant” for people with disabilities, as there is great need to provide these basic services, such as house extensions, walk-in showers, hand rails etc.
The response given was noted by the members

From Cllr. F. McCoy
Due to the downturn in the economy, I feel that the business people and the ratepayers of Ardee are entitled to some help with their businesses and I feel that this help could be brought about by abolishing the first two hours of pay parking in the town.   This would be an encouragement to people to shop and do business in town.
This motion was proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy, seconded by Cllr. P. McGeough. Following a short discussion a vote was taken by a show of hands and the motion was carried.  The County Manager then advised the members that due to budgetary constraints he would not be implementing the proposal.

Minute No. 141/09

Conferences

The conferences listed in the Agenda were noted by the members.
That concluded the meeting.
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
