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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall on Monday 19th January 2009.

In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor: D. Breathnach

Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, J. Mulroy I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





J. Martin, Director of Services 







E. Walsh, Director of Services







M. Curran, Director of Services





J. McGuinness, Director of Services






B. Woods, Head of Finance






C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer
P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer

P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer
W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer

M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer





P. Finn, Senior Engineer






G. Duffy, Senior Planner






R. McKenna, Senior Engineer



--------------------------------------

Minute No. 01/09
Expressions of Sympathy

Expressions of sympathy were recorded as follows:-
· Ms Sharon McGuinness on the death of her father Mr. Joe McGuinness.
· Mr. Willie Walsh on the death of his mother Mrs Mary Walsh.

· Mr. Tony Davis on the death of his mother Mrs Mary Davis.

· Cllr. D. Breathnach on the death of his aunt Sr.Ita.
· Cllr. J. McConville on the death of her father the former Councillor Mr. John McConville.  Following the payment of tributes to Mr. McConville by a number of Councillors, it was suggested that Cllr. John McConville should be remembered in some way. It was agreed that the manner in which he is remembered would be considered by the Protocol Committee
Minute No. 02/09
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 15th December were proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. P. Savage and agreed subject to the following amendment to Minute No. 205/08 as proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey, seconded by Cllr. J. Loughran.
The amendment of the part of the sentence:- 

“A question on conference reports was raised by Cllr. T. Sharkey” to read “Cllr. T. Sharkey asked if conference reports were received from the Councillors whose attendance was approved at the December Monthly Meeting”.

The minutes of the Budget Meeting held on 2nd December 2008 were approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan.

The minutes of the Drogheda East and West Area Committee held on 1st December 2008 were noted by the members.
Minute No. 03/09
Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009-2013
Following a vote of congratulations to all staff involved in the drafting of the programme, the draft Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009-2013 was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan.
Minute No. 04/09
Scheme for Requiring Contributions from Social Housing Applicants
Following clarification of the details of the scheme by J. McGuinness, Director of Services, the scheme was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. T. Clare.
Minute No. 05/09
Control of Certain Breeds of Dogs in Local Authority Housing Estates
The policy was proposed by Cllr. K. O’Heiligh and seconded by Cllr. P. Savage.  Following a discussion on the enforcement of the policy and the restriction of 2 pets per household rule, J. McGuinness Director of Services agreed to devise a template on the procedure for the enforcement of the new clause.  The policy was then put to a roll call vote the result of which was as follows:-
For:
Cllrs. D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, L. Reilly, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully

Total:
18
Against:
Cllrs. A. Donohoe, S. Keelan

Total:  2
Absent:
Cllrs. M. Grehan, K. Meenan, I. Munster


Total:
3
Abstain:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, J. Lennon, J. Ryan


Total:
3
Accordingly the policy was passed by the members.
Minute No. 06/09
Material Contravention of the 2003-2009 Ardee Local Area Plan
G. Duffy, Senior Planner gave details of the planning application by Eamon and Seamus Rogers 08/724 and the reasons why a material contravention of the Ardee Local Area Plan is required to enable the granting of the planning permission.  A discussion ensued during which the following issues were raised and responded to by the Senior Planner.
· Compliance with the retail guidelines.

· The views of the local residents to the planning application.

· The effect of the proposed development on the town of Ardee.

· Clarification that the proposed road infrastructure would proceed regardless of the decision on this planning application.

The material contravention of the Ardee Local Area Plan to enable the granting of planning permission to Eamon and Seamus Rogers for the construction of  a two storey retail unit with a total gross floor area of 4,905 m2, 1 no. ancillary ESB sub-station and switch room, 1 no. bin store, associated surface car parking (265 spaces), an access roundabout to the road permitted under a previous planning application (Louth County Council Planning Ref. No. 05/1057), landscaping works, foul and surface water drainage, connection to existing public sewer network and all associated site works; the total gross floor area of the development is 4,979 m2 on a site of 2.95 ha. bounded by the N33 to the North, the rail line to the south and Ardee Enterprise Centre and the line of the previously permitted road (Planning Ref. No. 05/1057) to the east at Cappocksgreen, Ardee, Co. Louth. Planning Reference Number 08/724 was then proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy and seconded by Cllr. O. Tully.  A roll call was taken the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, T. Brennan, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan. J. Lennon, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, O. Tully

Total:
18
Against:
Cllrs. D. Breathnach, T. Clare, J. Loughran, P. McGeough, I. Munster, T. Sharkey

Total:  6
Absent:
Cllrs. M. Grehan, K. Meenan


Total:
2
Accordingly the motion fell.

Minute No. 07/09
Section 183 Motion

The disposal of lands at Drumnasillagh, Dundalk in accordance with notice issued to members on 8th January 2009 was proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. P. Savage and agreed by the members
The disposal of lands at Carnabreagh, Dundalk in accordance with notice issued to members on 8th January 2009 was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and agreed by the members
Minute No. 08/09
Disability Implementation Plan
Following an overview of the Plan by M. Curran, Director of Services, the Manager’s Report and the Draft Disability Implementation Plan 2008 -2015 were approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan.  Cllr M. O’Dowd suggested that the disability plan be linked with the Barcelona Declaration and this was agreed to by M.Curran.

Minute No. 09/09
Jury on the Conversation on Democracy for Louth

M. Curran, Director of Services gave the background to the setting up of the jury.  Cllr. T. Brennan was then proposed by Cllr. P. Savage as the Council’s nominee on the jury.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr. J. McConville and agreed by the members.

Minute No. 10/09
Waste Collection Charging

E. Walsh, Director of Services gave an updated report on waste collection charging and confirmed that he would be meeting with the Service Providers on 22nd January on this issue.   A discussion on the matter ensued during which the following issues were raised:-

· Details of the legal opinion received and a request that a copy of same be submitted to the members

· Update on any developments as a result of the Ombudsman’s Report

· The possibility of a waiver scheme – this is a national issue

· The dumping of waste is not solely by people with payment difficulties

· The County Manager confirmed that a decision in relation to permits is an executive decision and E. Walsh confirmed that he would update the members following his meeting with the Service Providers
Minute No. 11/09
Biodiversity Plan

The draft plan was discussed and the following issues raised:-

· The need for the protection of grouse

· Interest expressed by members in participating in the training set out in the plan

· Concern raised in relation to mudflats

· A suggestion that the plan be forwarded to transition year students

· The use of native names

The adoption of the plan was then proposed by Cllr. P. Savage seconded by Cllr. M. Bellew and agreed by the members
Minute No. 12/09
Suspension of Standing orders
The suspension of standing orders to allow the meeting to proceed beyond 1.00 p.m. was proposed by Cllr. K. O’hEiligh, seconded by Cllr. P. Savage and agreed.

Minute No. 13/09
Section 85 Agreements

The draft Section 85 Agreement with Dundalk Town Council and Drogheda Borough Council in relation to water services issued to the members by letter dated 8th January 09 was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage seconded by Cllr. M. O’Dowd.

The draft Section 85 agreement with Dundalk Town Council in relation to the provision of planning services issued to the members by letter dated 8th January 09 was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. J. McConville.

Minute No. 14/09
Litter Management Plan
The Litter Management Plan was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage seconded by Cllr. J. McConville.
Minute No. 15/09
Nomination to Protocol Committee

The nomination of Cllr. L. Reilly to the Protocol Committee to replace Cllr. T. Reilly was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. J. McConville.
Minute No. 16/09
Road & Marine Progress Report

Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion ensued which raised the following issues:-

· The repair of Annagassan Bridge
· The amendment to the N53 scheme
· A proposal by Cllr. M. O’Dowd which was seconded by Cllr. J. McConville to write to the Dept of the Environment and Dept of Tourism for additional funding following the announcement that the Irish Open Golf Championship is to be held in Baltray
· The guidelines on the granting of planning permission on floodplains
Minute No. 17/09
Housing Progress Report

The report as circulated was noted by the members

Minute No. 18/09
Planning Progress Report

The Planning Progress Report was noted by the members with the following issues raised:-

· The possibility of making Killaney a Category 1 centre – this can be considered in conjunction with the County Development Plan review
Minute No. 19/09
Correspondence

Concern was raised by Cllr. T. Sharkey over the lack of response from Deputy D. Ahern and Deputy S. Kirk to the invitation by the Council to discuss health issues in County Louth.
Minute No. 20/09
Conferences

Following a question on conference reports Ms. C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer confirmed that reports had not been received from the attendees at the two conferences as listed in the Agenda. The attendance of members at the conferences as listed in the Agenda was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. J. McConville.  A roll call was requested the result of which was as follows:-
For:
Cllrs. D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, J. Lennon, J. McConville, M. O’Dowd, P. Savage

Total:
6

Against:
Cllrs. J. Loughran, P. McGeough, I. Munster, T. Sharkey


Total:  4

Absent:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, D. Lynch, F. McCoy, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, K. O’Heiligh, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, O. Tully



Total:
16

Minute No. 21/09

Notices of Motion
From Cllr M. O’Dowd

“That a meeting of the Protocol Committee should be convened to draw up procedures in relation to the payments of Councillors Allocations and Conference Allowances and that in light of the current economic climate and the financial pressures on the Local Authority the protocol committee should review the amount of the aforementioned allowances”.
Cllr M. O’Dowd clarified the reason for the notice of motion.  The motion and its referral to the Protocol Committee due to be held in the afternoon (Mon 19th Jan at 2.00pm) was seconded by Cllr. P. Savage and agreed. 

At this point there was insufficient numbers to reach a quorum and consequently the meeting concluded. 
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
