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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of December Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 21st December, 2009.

In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach :
Cllr. J. D’Arcy
Members:
Councillors: P. Bell, M. Bellew, D. Breathnach T. Brennan, T. Byrne E. Corrigan M. Dearey, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster,  M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





M. Curran, Director of Services





E. Walsh, Director of Services




J. McGuinness, Director of Services







J. Martin, Director of Services 







B. Woods, Head of Finance

F. Pentony, Town Clerk DTC / DOS








P. Fitzsimons Senior Executive Officer

W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






G. Kelly, Senior Engineer





P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






B. Lynch, Financial Accountant






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer






C. Vaughan, Senior Social Worker






R. McKenna, Senior Engineer

Apologies:

Cllr. G. Nash

 --------------------------------------

Minute No. 202/09
Confirmation of Minutes
Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan
Seconded by Cllr. F. Maher
And Resolved
That the Minutes of the monthly Council meeting held on 16th November 2009, and the Special Meeting held on 25th November 2009, be adopted.
Minute No. 203/09

Minutes for Noting
The minutes of the various committee meetings listed at Item 2 on the Agenda were noted.
Minute No. 204/09

Filling of Casual Vacancy
The meeting was advised that, in accordance with the requirements of Section 19 of the Local Government Act 2001, the Council had received formal notification from the Fianna Fail registered political party that Mr. Tommy Byrne, 10 Harvest Way, Wheaton Hall, Drogheda was nominated to fill a casual vacancy on the Council occasioned  by the appointment of Cllr. James Carroll as a member of Seanad Eireann on the 23rd November, 2009 and that Mr. Byrne had submitted his written consent to such nomination.
Proposed by Cllr. F. Maher
Seconded by Cllr. L. Reilly

And Resolved

That Mr. Tommy Byrne be co-opted to fill the casual vacancy on the Council. The Chairman and other members congratulated and welcomed Mr. Byrne and he responded appropriately.
Minute No. 205/09

Filling of Vacancies on various Bodies / Committees
Arising from the cessation of Cllr. J. Carroll as a member of the Council a number of appointments to various bodies required to be filled as follows:-
1. County Louth Vocational Education Committee
(a)
Proposed by Cllr. L. Reilly
Seconded by Cllr. P. Savage


That Cllr. D. Breathnach be appointed.

      (b)
Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey
Seconded by Cllr. E. Corrigan


That Cllr. P. McQuillan  be appointed.

A roll call vote was taken which resulted as follows:-
For Cllr. Breathnach :
Cllrs.  D. Breathnach T. Brennan, T. Byrne , J. D’Arcy,   A. Donohoe, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon,  F. McCoy, F. Maher, M. O’Dowd,  L. Reilly,  P. Savage, O. Tully




Total:
 13
For Cllr. Mc Quillan
Cllrs. P. Bell,  E. Corrigan, J. Loughran, P. McGeough, I. Munster, T. Sharkey, P. McQuillan




Total:  7

Abstained:


Cllrs. M. Bellew, A. Grehan, C. Markey, J. Ryan



Total: 4
Absent:


Cllrs. M. Dearey, G. Nash
Total: 2
Accordingly Cllr. D. Breathnach was declared appointed to County Louth Vocational Education Committee
2. Association of County and City Councils
Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. F. Maher

And Resolved

That Cllr. L. Reilly be appointed to the Association of County and City Councils.
3. Rural Water Programme – Local Monitoring Committee
Proposed by Cllr. F. Maher
Seconded by Cllr. L. Reilly

And Resolved

That Cllr. T. Byrne be appointed to the Rural Water Programme Local Monitoring Committee.
4. Louth County Enterprise Board
Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. F. Maher

And Resolved

That Cllr. T. Byrne be appointed to the Louth County Enterprise Board
5. Louth Leader Partnership
Proposed by Cllr. L. Reilly
Seconded by Cllr. F. Maher

And Resolved

That Cllr. T. Byrne be appointed to the Louth Leader Partnership

6. Regional Health Forum
(a)
Proposed by Cllr. E. Corrigan
Seconded by Cllr. J. Loughran


That Cllr. T. Sharkey be appointed.

      (b)
Proposed by Cllr. F. Maher
Seconded by Cllr. L. Reilly


That Cllr. T. Byrne be appointed.

A roll call vote was taken which resulted as follows:-

For Cllr. Sharkey:
Cllrs.   E. Corrigan, J. Loughran, P. McGeough, I. Munster, T. Sharkey, P. McQuillan




Total:  6

For Cllr. Byrne:
Cllrs.  P. Bell, D. Breathnach,  T. Brennan, T. Byrne , J. D’Arcy,  A. Donohoe, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, C. Markey, F. McCoy, F. Maher, M. O’Dowd,  L. Reilly,  P. Savage, O. Tully




Total:
 15
Abstained:


Cllrs. M. Bellew, A. Grehan, J. Ryan



Total: 3
Absent:


Cllrs. M. Dearey, G. Nash
Total: 2
Accordingly Cllr. Byrne was declared appointed to the Regional Health Forum
Minute No. 206/09

Appointment of Representatives on River Basin District Advisory Councils

E. Walsh, DOS advised of the requirement to nominate 2 representatives onto each of the River Basin District Advisory Councils

1. Neagh / Bann River Basin District Advisory Council
(a)
Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey
Seconded by Cllr. E. Corrigan


That Cllr. J. Loughran be appointed.

      (b)
Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan
Seconded by Cllr. P. Savage


That Cllr. M. Bellew be appointed.

      (c)
Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. L. Reilly


That Cllr. D. Breathnach be appointed.

A roll call vote was taken with each member being entitled to vote for 2 nominees which resulted as follows:-

For Cllr. Loughran:
Cllrs.   E. Corrigan, J. Loughran, P. McGeough, I. Munster, T. Sharkey, P. McQuillan




Total:  6

For Cllr. Bellew:
Cllrs.  M. Bellew, P. Bell, D. Breathnach,  T. Brennan, T. Byrne , J. D’Arcy,  A. Donohoe, A. Grehan,  F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, C. Markey, F. McCoy, F. Maher, M. O’Dowd,  J. Ryan, P. Savage, O. Tully




Total:
 17
For Cllr. Breathnach:
Cllrs. P. Bell, D. Breathnach,  T. Brennan, T. Byrne , J. D’Arcy,  A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, J. Lennon, C. Markey, F. McCoy, F. Maher, M. O’Dowd,  J. Ryan, P. Savage, O. Tully




Total:
 15
Absent:


Cllrs. M. Dearey, G. Nash, L. Reilly, 



Total: 3

Accordingly Cllrs. Bellew and Breathnach were declared appointed to the Neagh / Bann River Basin District Advisory Council.
2. Eastern River Basin District Advisory Council
(a)
Proposed by Cllr. M. O’Dowd
Seconded by Cllr. J. Lennon

That Cllr. O. Tully be appointed.

      (b)
Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. T. Byrne

That Cllr. F. Maher be appointed.

      (c)
Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey
Seconded by Cllr. I. Munster

That Cllr. P. McGeough be appointed.

      (d)
Proposed by Cllr. A. Grehan
Seconded by Cllr. M. Bellew

That Cllr. F. Godfrey be appointed.

A roll call vote was taken with each member being entitled to vote for 2 nominees which resulted as follows:-

For Cllr. O. Tully:
Cllrs.  D. Breathnach,  T. Brennan, T. Byrne , J. D’Arcy,  A. Donohoe, J. Lennon, C. Markey, F. McCoy, F. Maher, M. O’Dowd,  P. Savage, O. Tully




Total:
 12
For Cllr. F. Maher:
Cllrs. P. Bell, D. Breathnach,  T. Brennan, T. Byrne , J. D’Arcy,  A. Donohoe, J. Lennon, C. Markey, F. McCoy, F. Maher, M. O’Dowd,  P. Savage, O. Tully

Total:
 13
For Cllr. P. McGeough:
Cllrs. P. Bell,  E. Corrigan, J. Loughran, P. McGeough, I. Munster, T. Sharkey, P. McQuillan




Total:  7
For Cllr. F. Godfrey:
Cllrs. M. Bellew A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Ryan 



Total: 4
Absent:


Cllrs. M. Dearey, G. Nash, L. Reilly, 



Total: 3

Accordingly Cllrs. Tully and Maher were declared appointed to the Eastern River Basin District Advisory Council.
Minute No. 207/09

Section 183 Notices

1. Disposal of Land (by Licence) to Blackrock Playground Group Ltd.
Proposed by Cllr. J. D’Arcy
Seconded by Cllr. P. Savage

And Resolved

That the disposal of land in accordance with the terms of Notice under Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 served on the members on 23rd November 2009, be carried out in accordance with the terms of the Notice.
2. Disposal of Land at Haggardstown, Dundalk to Department of Education and Science

Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey

And Resolved

That the disposal of land in accordance with the terms of Notice under Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 served on the members on 16th November 2009, be carried out in accordance with the terms of the Notice.  The Chairman welcomed both disposal decisions and commended the efforts involved in the negotiations leading up to the disposals.
Minute No. 208/09

Draft Development Contribution Scheme

Ms. J. Martin, DOS presented a Draft Development Contribution Scheme (circulated) under Section 48 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and clarified a number of issues raised by the members.
Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey

And Resolved

That the Draft Development Contribution Scheme, as presented, be approved for the purposes of putting it on public display as required by Section 48 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000.

Minute No. 209/09

Establishment of Joint Policing Committees

J. McGuinness DOS presented a report dated 15th December, 2009 (circulated) outlining proposals to establish Joint Policing Committees and sub committees thereof, as required by Section 36 of the Garda Síochána Act, 2005 and clarified certain issues raised by the members.  He advised that the joint meeting referred to in the report was scheduled for Thursday 28th January 2010.
Proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy
Seconded by Cllr. A. Grehan

And Resolved

That the report as presented and the proposals contained therein be approved.

Minute No. 210/09

Corporate Plan 2010 - 2015

A draft Corporate Plan 2010 – 2015 (circulated) was presented by J. McGuinness, DOS, in accordance with Section 134 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and issues raised were clarified, including references to Sceim Gaeilge and the issue of sustainability. 

Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey

And Resolved

That the Draft Corporate Plan 2010 – 2015 as presented, be approved.

Minute No. 211/09

Roads Progress Report

J. Martin, DOS presented the Roads Progress Report as circulated, and clarified issues raised including, inter alia-

· Termonfeckin Footbridge

· Coastal Erosion

· Drogheda Port Access Road

· Road Gritting (J. Martin circulated a map showing extent of road network subject to gritting)

· Cavan / Dundalk route

In conjunction with the Roads Progress Report Cllr. O. Tully proposed his motion as listed on the Agenda in the following terms:-
“That Louth County Council install road safety measures / traffic calming measures in the vicinity of Scoil Náisiúnta Naomh Fechin, Termonfeckin as soon as possible”.

“That Louth County Council designates an area outside all schools in the county of Louth a 30kph zone.   Where possible these signs should be an integral part of the flashing amber warning signs for schools”.

Ms. Martin advised that a policy on speed limits at schools would be brought to S.P.C. in the near future.

Cllr. Tully agreed to amend his motion to this effect and this was seconded by Cllr. Lennon.

Minute No. 212/09

Planning Progress Report

The Planning Progress Report as circulated was noted.
Minute No. 213/09

Housing Progress Report

The Housing Progress Report as circulated was noted.
Minute No. 214/09

Conferences

Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy

And Resolved

The attendances of members at conferences as detailed on the Agenda be approved.  Cllr. Sharkey was advised that some Section 142 Reports relating to previous Agendas were still outstanding.

Minute No. 215/09

Correspondence
Items of correspondence as listed at No. 14 on the Agenda were noted.

Minute No. 216/09

Notice of Motion – Cllr. Nash – Road Safety Measures

Due to the absence of Cllr. Nash a motion relating to road safety measures at Termonfeckin school was deferred.

Notice of Motion – Cllr. McQuillan – Bring Banks

Cllr. McQuillan proposed the following motion
“Calling on Louth County Council to allocate funds for a Bring Bank Bottle Bank facility for the Marley’s Lane area in Drogheda.  This is an area of over nine hundred homes and with the ever increasing cost of domestic waste disposal this facility is indeed greatly needed. A suitable site has been sourced at the Spar shop on Marley’s Lane and the proprietor has agreed to allow the facility on the premises.”
The reply to the motion contained in the Agenda was noted but Clllr. McQuillan was informed that the availability of funding was the key issue.

Notice of Motion – Cllr. Sharkey – Social Welfare Christmas Bonus Payment

Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey
Seconded by Cllr. E. Corrigan

“This Council, noting that:-

· In April’s emergency budget it was announced that the Christmas Social Welfare Payment (better known as the Christmas bonus) would not be paid this year.
· In 2008 the payment was made to around 1.3 million people: 940,000 recipients and an estimated 400,000 dependents. 
· Despite the severe economic difficulties faced during the 1980’s the revenue was always found to cover this payment.    
Recognising that the removal of the payment is:-

· Causing great hardship and forcing families dependent on social welfare who rely on this payment to cover the costs associated with Christmas into the hands of ruthless money lenders.
· Resulting in elderly people who use this additional payment to help cover the costs of fuel over the winter going without sufficient heating this year.
· Depressing local economies and putting businesses and retailers who rely on the Christmas trade under further pressure by taking money out of local towns.  
 

This Council condemns the Minister for Finance Brian Lenihan TD and the Minister for Social and Family Affairs Mary Hanafin for their actions and calls on them to restore the Christmas Social Welfare Payment in the future.” 
Proposed by Cllr. P. Bell
Seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach

That the motion be accepted with an amendment to the effect that the motion calls on the Government rather than the Ministers named.
On a show of hands the motion was declared carried as amended.
Minute No. 217/09

Notice of Motions from other Councils

Motions from other Councils as listed in the Agenda were noted
Minute No. 218/09

Christmas Wishes

The Chairman thanked the Members, Manager, Officials and Media for their help and co-operation throughout the year and wished all concerned a happy and safe Christmas.
That concluded the meeting

Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
