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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall on Monday 15th September, 2008.

In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor: D. Breathnach

Other Members:
Councillors: T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy,  A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran,  F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey 

Apologies:
Councillor J. Loughran



Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager






J. Martin, Director of Services






E. Walsh, Director of Services







M. Curran, Director of Services

P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer

W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






G. Duffy, Senior Planner






R McKenna, Senior Engineer






G. Kelly, Senior Engineer






P. Finn, Senior Engineer






B. Lynch, Financial Accountant

--------------------------------------

Minute No. 126/08

MINUTES

(i) The minutes of the Annual General meeting of the Council held on 16th June 2008 were adopted on the proposal of Councillor T. Clare, seconded by Councillor S. Keelan
(ii) The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 21st July 2008 were adopted on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor S. Keelan
MATTERS ARISING

(i) Councillor T. Sharkey referred to Minute No 103/08 which in turn referred to the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 16th June 2008 and he requested that the invitation previously extended to Dail Deputies D. Ahern and S. Kirk to attend a meeting of the Council to discuss the health services in County Louth be issued again.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor T. Brennan.

(ii) Councillor T. Brennan referred to two items in Minutes No.’s 119/08 and 121/08 respectively, namely the moving of a speed limit on the R.178 and an access to the Primary School from Clos na Manach housing estate.  The Chairman ruled that these issues be raised at area meeting level.

(iii) Councillor P. McGeough referred to Minute No 114/08 relating to inspections of wells.  E. Walsh, Director of Service agreed to discuss with the monitoring committee as soon as possible. 





The minutes of area meetings and Housing SPC as circulated were noted.

Minute No. 127/08

CONGRATULATIONS/ TRIBUTES

The Chairman:

(i) congratulated the Louth participant in the Rose of Tralee Contest noting that she was a wonderful ambassador for the County.
(ii) paid tribute to Ms Ann Ward, who recently retired from the position of County Librarian.
(iii) congratulated the people responsible for the success of Tallanstown, Knockbridge, Dundalk and Drogheda in the recent Tidy Towns Competition, including the Environment Section of the Council.
Minute No. 128/08

DUBLIN TRANSPORT AUTHORITY

The County Manager advised the Council that since the previous discussion on this matter it had come to his attention that the relevant Bill had since been passed and did not include Drogheda. The urgency of debating the matter had receded for the present but the issues remained and a further report would be brought to the Council in due course.
Minute No. 129/08

SPC CHAIRPERSON REPORTS 

(i) Councillor P. Savage presented the report on the Housing and Community and Enterprise SPC meeting held on 30th July 2008 which dealt with Review of County Development Plan, County Louth Sports Partnership, Control of Dangerous Breeds of Dogs and Design Issues in Local Authority estates.

(ii) Councillor M. Bellew reported on three Environment SPC meetings held on 3rd July 2008, 14th August 2008 and 4th September 2008 which dealt with climate change, River Basin Management Plans, Environmental Noise Directive, Presentation of Waste By-laws and County Development Plan Review.

Councillor M. Bellew then circulated to members a copy of a motion presented to the Environment SPC by Councillor I. Munster relating to charges for refuse collection and he proposed that it be debated at this meeting.  This proposal was seconded by Councillor I. Munster.

The Chairman having pointed out that this was not the correct process for presenting motions, agreed, as a once-off measure and on the understanding that no precedent was being set, to allow a debate on the motion in view of the presence of a number of concerned residents in the public gallery.  It was also agreed, in proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor I. Munster, to include in the debate the Notice of Motion from Cllr. G. Nash 

“That Louth County Council introduces a waiver scheme for domestic waste collection services targeted at old age pensioners and those in receipt of social welfare payments and family income support across all Louth Local Authorities including Drogheda Borough Council and Dundalk Town Council and that this Council introduces criteria for qualification for such a waiver”
A lengthy debate followed after which E. Walsh Director of Services clarified the position as follows:

· The refuse collection service in Co. Louth is privatised and operates in a free market situation

· There is no contract between the Local Authority and the provider

· The Local Authority is not entitled to require the provider to operate a waiver system as borne out by a recent decision of the High Court

· A Combat Poverty Agency Report in 2005 suggests that a waiver scheme for waste collection charges should operate within the Social Welfare System

· The permit system is administered by Meath Co Council for the region and cannot interfere with the charging system for the service other than to ensure that the polluter pays principle is adhered to.
· Waste by-laws are aimed at people presenting waste and do not impact on service providers.
· All waste collection permits include a condition requiring the permit holder to apply charges for household waste collection which respects the polluter pays principle and such condition is attached to all permits granted for the collection of household waste in Louth. The selection of a particular system is a matter for the individual company.
Councillor O. Tully proposed an amendment to the motion proposed by Cllr. G. Nash and this was seconded by Councillor J. McConville that the matter be dealt with by proposing to Government that appropriate relief from the charges be implemented through the Social Welfare System.  On a show of hands this amended proposal was adopted.
Councillor I. Munster proposed and Councillor G. Nash seconded that Item No 3 “That service providers must continue to provide a tag for bin/tag for bag service as part of the ‘Pay by Use’ system in operation to facilitate senior citizens and those on low income as this system offers sufficient incentive to minimise waste in line with government policy, thus ensuring environmental obligations are balanced with social policy needs” in her motion to the SPC be adopted.  A discussion followed and it was agreed following a suggestion from Councillor P. Savage that a comprehensive report be submitted to a future meeting by the Director of Services, on what options are available to the Council in relation to domestic waste charge. The Chairman ruled that the debate be concluded on this basis.

Minute No. 130/08

PRESENTATION BY IARNROD EIREANN

Messrs Myles McHugh, Service Planning Manager, Iarnrod Eireann, and Anthony Monaghan, Dundalk Station Manager, attended the meeting and gave a slide presentation on current developments and recent improvements on the local rail network, growth in passenger numbers, increased capacity, benefits of new rail cars and improvements in customer service.  A discussion followed and various questions and issues were put to the Iarnrod representatives, including, inter alia:

· Recent introduction of car parking charges at rail stations and overspill of traffic on adjoining streets

· Need for bus link services to stations

· Prospects of re-opening Dunleer Station and feasibility of reducing train speeds through the village

· Prospects for new station on north side of Drogheda

· Provision of light rail system adjacent to motorway projects

· Commendable presentation of Dundalk Station

· Spur line to Plattin

· Safety of Drogheda Viaduct

At this juncture, standing orders were suspended, on proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor S. Keelan to allow for continuation of meeting beyond 12.45pm.

Minute No. 131/08

PART VIII PROPOSAL – GORT NA GLAISE, BLACKROCK – PHASE 3

Proposed by Councillor D. Lynch, seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy, and resolved to approve Managers report under Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations, in relation to provision of 6 No Affordable houses and 1 No Social house at Gort na Glaise, Blackrock

Minute No. 132/08
CIVIC RECEPTION – SPECIAL OLYMPICS

Proposed by Councillor J. D’Arcy, seconded by Councillor P. Savage, and resolved to host a civic reception at the JJB Soccer Dome on Saturday 11th October, 2008 at 3.30pm, in order to commemorate the 30th anniversary of the Special Olympics in Co Louth

Minute No. 133/08

REPORT UNDER LITTER ACT

Proposed by Councillor O. Tully, seconded by Councillor J. McConville, and resolved to adopt, as circulated, the Report of Activities prepared under Section 10(3) of the Litter Pollution Act, 1997 in respect of Co Louth for 2007.

Minute No. 134/08   
PROPOSED VARIATION OF DUNDALK & ENVIRONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN

It was proposed by Councillor M. Bellew, seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy and agreed by the members to adopt the variation to the Dundalk  & Environs Development Plan 2003 -2009 in relation to the amendment of Policy HP 7 – “Infill Housing Development, Development of Backland Sites and Redevelopment for Housing” in accordance with the Manager’s Report dated 15th July, 2008.
Minute No. 135/08

HIGHER EDUCATION GRANT SCHEME 2008

Proposed by Councillor F. McCoy, seconded by Councillor P. Savage, and resolved to approve, as circulated, the Higher Education Grants scheme, 2008.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh referred to a letter sent to the Minister in 2006 relating to an issue with students under 23 living independently from their parents and requested that this letter sent again. This was agreed.

Minute No. 136/08

ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT

It was agreed to defer this item.
Minute No. 137/08

DECLARATION OF PUBLIC ROADS

(i) Proposed by Councillor D. Lynch, seconded by Councillor T. Brennan, and resolved that the roads in Rock Court, Blackrock, Co Louth be declared public roads in accordance with the provisions of Section II of the Roads Act, 1993.

(ii) Proposed by Councillor F. McCoy, seconded by Councillor J. Lennon, and resolved that the roads in Riverbank, Ardee, Co Louth be declared public roads in accordance with the provisions of Section II of the Roads Act 1993.

Minute No. 138/08

NOMINATION OF TWO MEMBERS TO INTERAGENCY EXPERT ADVISORY GROUP ON COMHAIRLE Na NOG

Proposed by Councillor J. McConville, seconded by Councillor P. Savage and resolved that Councillor T. Clare be nominated.  

Proposed by Councillor F. McCoy and seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd, and resoled that Councillor O. Tully be nominated.

Minute No. 139/08

NOMINATION OF REPRESENTATIVES TO ATTEND LAPUA TWINNING ARRANGEMENTS

Proposed by Councillor F. McCoy, seconded by Councillor J. Lennon, and resolved that Councillor O. Tully be nominated.

Proposed by the Chairman, Councillor D. Breathnach, seconded by Councillor T. Brennan, and resolved that Councillor J. McConville be nominated.

Minute No. 140/08

NOMINATION TO VACANCIES ON CERTAIN BODIES

Proposed by Councillor S. Keelan, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy, and resolved that Councillor L. Reilly be nominated to fill vacancies on the following bodies following the resignation of Councillor T. Reilly from the Council:

(i) Louth Leader Partnership Ltd

(ii) Association of County and City Councils

(iii) Border Region Authority

(iv) East Border Region

Minute No. 141/08

ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSONS TO HOUSING AND PLANNING SPC’s

Proposed by Councillor J. McConville, seconded by Councillor Reilly, and resolved that Councillor P. Savage be appointed to the position of Chairman of the Housing, Economic, Community & Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee.

Proposed by Councillor J. McConville, seconded by Councillor L. Reilly, and resolved that Councillor S. Keelan be appointed to the position of Chairman of the Planning Strategic Policy Committee.

Minute No. 142/08

ROADS AND MARINE PROGRESS REPORT

The above report was discussed and the following issues were raised and responded to by J. Martin, Director of Services as appropriate:-

· Use of development levies collected in specific towns exclusively on works in those towns.

· Date for commencement of work on Rock Road, Blackrock.

· Flooding caused by new housing developments.

· Drogheda Port access route.

· CPO confirmation for R166.

· Responsibility for cleaning streams and water courses.

· Signage on N53 – local road numbers.

Minute No. 143/08

PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT

The report as circulated was noted.  

Minute No. 144/08

HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT

The report as circulated was noted and the following issues were raised:-

· Possibility of purchasing unoccupied/unsold houses in private estates as affordable houses.

· Housing adaptation grants and housing aid for older people – if council funding not available, possibility of the applicant paying the councils 20% contribution in order to obtain the Departments 80% contribution.
· The County Manager advised that trends were emerging as to level of applications under the new schemes and this would enable the council to assess ongoing requirements at budget time.  However although the final handover of the HSE scheme to the local authorities was implemented from the 1st August 2008, the resources issue had still not been addressed.

· Acceptance of cash instead of completed units under Part V.

Minute No. 145/08

CORRESPONDENCE

The items of correspondence circulated with the agenda were noted.

Minute No. 146/08

CONFERENCES

Proposed by Councillor J. McConville, seconded by Councillor J. Ryan and resolved to approve the attendance of members at the conferences listed at Item 19 on the agenda.

Minute No. 147/08

NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR T. BRENNAN

‘That Louth County Council would honour a previous agreement to provide a full-time General Operative in the town of Carlingford.’

The County Manager advised that he could not give a commitment on additional staffing in particular areas as he had to consider the county as a whole in this regard. 

Minute No. 148/08

NOTICES OF MOTIONS FROM OTHER COUNCILS

Motions from Balbriggan and Kilkenny Town Councils and Kildare County Council, as circulated, were noted.

Minute No. 149/08

SPECIAL MEETING

It was agreed to hold a Special Meeting of the council on Tuesday 30th September 2008 at 6.00pm in order to consider the review of the County Development Plan.

That concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson

