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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall on Monday 17th September 2007
In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor J. Mulroy
Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





J. Martin, Director of Services






M. Curran, Director of Services






T. Davis, Head of Finance






J. McGuinness, Director of Services





G. Duffy, Acting Director of Services






R. McKenna, Senior Engineer





P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer





B. Lynch, Financial Accountant





R. McAuley, Financial Accountant
P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer





E. O’ Callaghan, Acting Senior Planner
--------------------------------------

Minute No. 118/07

Before the commencement of the meeting the Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Mulroy formally welcomed the new County Manager, Mr. Conn Murray to his first meeting. The Cathaoirleach referred to the tremendous experience in Local Government of the new County Manager and assured him that he would have the support and co-operation of the members of the Council.  A number of members wished the new Manager every success in his appointment and pledged their support to him in the further development of the County.  The Co. Manager thanked the members for their good wishes and stated it was a privilege to be selected to serve as Co. Manager in Louth.  He indicated that he hoped to build on the successes achieved to date and looked forward to progressing further in that respect with the elected members and staff of Louth Local Authorities.
Minute No. 119/07

Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 16th July 2007 were proposed by Councillor T. Clare, seconded by Councillor P. Savage. Two amendments were agreed at the meeting.
Minute 106/07 the word “hour” should read “house”.
Minute 109/07 It was clarified by C. Moss that the anti-racism and diversity plan was adopted by the County Development Board in May 07 and was presented to the members for their information.  In relation to the suggested inclusion of “Tara Education Centre” under the champion and key players section on pg.58 and pg.61 it was clarified that the Tara Education Centre comes within the auspices of the V.E.C. who were included on pg.61 but not pg.58 as they had not put themselves forward as a key player in this section.  

The minutes of the Area Committee meetings and the Environment S.P.C. enclosed with the Agenda were noted by the members.         
Matters Arising

In relation to the motion proposed by Cllr. K. O’hEiligh under Minute No. 107/07 Cllr. K. O’hEiligh asked if all the S183 notices listed under item 3 in the Agenda had been brought to the appropriate Area meetings and it was confirmed that all of the notices had been discussed at Area committee level with the exception of No. 3 (e) which was discussed by the full Council at the July monthly meeting.
Minute No. 120/07

Material Contravention of the 2003 – 2009 Louth Development Plan – Proposed development at Carnbeg, Armagh Road, Dundalk
Mr. G. Duffy A/Director of Service detailed the various elements of the development and the potential benefits of the proposed development for Dundalk.  He also clarified how the traffic and car-parking issues together with the requirements arising from the extent of the residential development were addressed in the conditions recommended in the Planner’s Report.  The motion to materially contravene the development plan to enable the granting of planning permission subject to conditions to Carnbeg Development Ltd. Carnbeg, Armagh Road, Dundalk for the development as detailed in the Agenda was proposed by Cllr. S. Keelan and seconded by Cllr. M. Grehan.  
Cllr. K. O’hEiligh expressed his concern on the provision of community facilities and schools and proposed an amendment to the motion that Louth County Council impose an additional planning condition on the development by adding the following sentence to the existing proposed planning condition No. 3, at the end of the paragraph which deals with phase 1: 
 “and the proposed primary school, as specified in detail on the last three pages of the Van Dijk Masterplan at appendices 1 & 2, and Stephen Wards response to submissions reference 2.7, which was circulated among Councillors, be built and finished and handed over to the Department of Education”. 
This proposed amendment was seconded by Cllr. G. Nash. 
A lengthy discussion followed during which it was clarified by the Co. Manager that the proposed amendment was invalid.  A further amendment to the original motion “that the pedestrian / cycle link connections to the Doylesfort Rd. shall be omitted from the development” was proposed by Cllr. S. Keelan and seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan.  A roll call was then taken on the motion including the amendment proposed by Cllr. S. Keelan the result of which was as follows:-
For: 
Cllrs
J. Mulroy M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, , T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Total: 24

Against:
Cllrs K. O’Heiligh, G. Nash



Total: 2
Accordingly it was resolved to materially contravene the Louth County Development Plan 2003-2009 to enable the granting of planning permission subject to the conditions as set out in the Planners Report and the amendment as proposed by Cllr. S. Keelan to Carnbeg Developments Ltd, Carnbeg, Armagh Road, Dundalk. Co. Louth.
Minute No. 121/07
Material Contravention of the 2003 – 2009 Louth Development Plan – Proposed development at Ballyoonan, Omeath, Co. Louth.

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage and seconded by Cllr. M. O’Dowd to contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission, subject to conditions to Robert Russell for the demolition of an existing dwellinghouse and the construction of a new replacement dwellinghouse, domestic garage, septic tank and percolation area and all associated site development works at Ballyoonan, Omeath. Co Louth.  A roll call was taken the result of which was as follows:
For:
Cllrs: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe,  S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage,  O. Tully, J. Mulroy




Total: 22
Absent:

Cllrs: M. Grehan, K. Meenan, G. Nash, T. sharkey



Total: 4
Accordingly the motion was carried
Minute No. 122/07

Vote of Congratulations
A vote of congratulations was proposed by the Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Mulroy and seconded by a number of councillors to all of the towns and villages who took part in the Tidy Towns competition with particular mention been given to Tallanstown and Knockbridge on achieving a gold medal, and Dundalk on achieving a Silver medal, Clogherhead on being the best new entrant in the Midlands – Eastern region, Ardee, Annagassan and Carlingford.  A vote of congratulations was also passed on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan to the Cooley Camogie team on winning the County Final.
Minute No. 123/07

Proposed Development at Gallstown Road
On the proposal of Cllr. J. Mc Conville seconded by Cllr. O. Tully it was agreed to proceed with the proposed works including the installations of chicane type traffic calming measures on a trial basis.
Minute No. 124/07
Variation of the Dundalk & Environs Development Plan 2003-2009
On the proposal of Cllr P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan it was agreed to vary the Dundalk & Environs Development Plan 2003-2009 to incorporate a new policy IN23 – “Cyclepath & Footpath Network”
Minute No. 125/07
Section 183 Notice
It was proposed by Councillor P. Savage seconded by Councillor F. McCoy and agreed to approve the disposal of land at Ash Walk, Ardee, Co. Louth in accordance with the terms of notice dated 27th August served on each member. 
On the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage and seconded by Cllr. T. Reilly it was agreed to approve the following:
(b)      To approve the disposal of land at Lios Mead, Blackrock Road, Dundalk, Co. Louth in accordance with the terms of notice dated 27th August 2007 served on each member
(c) To approve the disposal of land at The Demesne, Dundalk, Co. Louth in accordance with the terms of notice dated 27th August 2007 served on each member

(d) To approve the disposal of land at Green Road, Dromiskin, Dundalk, Co. Louth in accordance with the terms of notice dated 8th August 2007 served on each member
(e) To approve the disposal of lands by Lease at Woodlands, Dunleer to Celtic Roads Group (Dundalk) Ltd. as per notice dated 5th September 2007 served on each member 
Minute No. 126/07

Higher Education Grant Scheme
The 2007 Higher Education Grant Scheme was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. J. Mulroy seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy.  In response to a query by Cllr. K. O’hEiligh, J McGuinness confirmed that the proposed amendment to the scheme by the members in 2006 as forwarded to the Dept. of Education was not incorporated into the 2007 scheme.
Minute No. 127/07
Section 85 Agreement
Following receipt of clarification on the agreement from J. Martin, Director of Service, the members on the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy resolved to enter into an agreement with Cavan County Council pursuant to Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 whereby Cavan County Council will exercise the powers, functions and duties of Louth County Council relation to the procurement of a Network Information Management System for the management of the Water Conservation Projects in the Counties of Cavan, Louth, Donegal and Roscommon.
Minute No. 128/07
Roads & Marine Progress Report
Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-
· Consultation on Termonfeckin Bridge works 

· Sweeping of cycle pates between Xerox and Rock Road

· Update on Improvement works

· Drogheda Northern Environs Masterplan

· Lack of funding for coastal erosion

· Speeding on rural roads

· Hole in bridge at Annagassan

· Request for mirror exit onto Termonfeckin bridge at An Grianan

· Roadworks between Carrickmacross and Red Bog

· Need to address the issue of fishing at the pier in Clogherhead

Bye-laws to be discussed at next S.P.C. meeting

· Crash barriers on motorway

· Lighting at Clogherhead Pier

· Request for stop sign at T-Junction in Sliabh Breagh

Minute No. 129/07

Provision of Bring Banks
The report prepared in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for the provision of Bring Banks at Termonfeckin Service Station and Tallanstown Village was approved by the members on the proposal  of Cllr. I. Munster, seconded by Cllr O. Tully. Some discussion took place in relation to the type of bins to be used in future installations.
Minute No. 130/07

Loan & Overdraft Approval

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage, seconded by Cllr. T. Reilly and agreed to approve:-

(a) the raising of a loan of €25m to finance the housing capital programme and 

(b) an overdraft accommodation to 31st December 2008 in the sum of €15m.

Minute No. 131/07

Housing Progress Report
The contents of the report was noted by the members and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-
· Survey of housing stock – Cllr P. Savage asked that consideration be given to seeking the view of householders as to any defects or deficiencies in their house

· Landscaping works at old town wall at Cappocksgate Housing scheme.
· Part V Developments
· Promotion of Affordable Housing Scheme

· Safe Home Programme

Minute No. 132/07

Correspondence 
The correspondence was noted by the members.
Minute No. 133/07
Conferences
The attendance of members at conferences as detailed in the agenda together with the details as set down hereunder was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr. J. Mulroy seconded by Cllr. P. Savage
· Parnell Summer 12th – 17th August – Cllr. D. Breathnach

· Planning Seminar Tralee 12th/13th October – Cllr. G. Nash

· Douglas Hyde Conference, Roscommon 26th – 29th Oct. – Cllr. J. D’Arcy

Cllr. T. Sharkey referred to the section under the 2001 Local Government Act which requires Councillors to report back on the conference attended to the Council Meeting.

Minute No. 134/07
SPC Chairpersons Report
Planning
The Chairman, Councillor T. Reilly informed the Members that at the SPC meeting held on 16th July 2007 they received and discussed presentations on the status of the Western Infrastructure proposals for Dundalk and rural housing issues in County Louth.
Minute No. 135/07
Notice of Motion
15.1 From Cllr Imelda Munster
“Calling on this council to provide furniture including seating and picnic tables on the newly refurbished Clogherhead Harbour/Pier.  Funding for this furniture can be sourced through the County Council Harbour Fees 2007”.
The motion proposed by Cllr. I. Munster was seconded by Cllr. K. O’Heiligh. Ms. J. Martin Director of Service reiterated the reply set out in the agenda that suitable furniture was in the process of being procured and that it was anticipated that same would be installed within two months.
Minute No. 136/07
Notice of Question
The reply to the notice of question raised by Cllr. T. Sharkey in relation to the implementation of the “Sceim na Gaeilge” was noted by Cllr. T. Sharkey.
That concluded the meeting.
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
