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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 12th March 2007
In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor J. Lennon

Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, G. Nash, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Officials:

Ms M. Moloney, County Manager






R. Kenny, Director of Services 





J. Martin, Director of Services





M. Curran, Director of Services






J. McGuinness, Director of Services






P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






R. McKenna, Senior Engineer






P. Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer






C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer
--------------------------------------

Minute No. 31/07

Agenda

Councillor T. Sharkey stated that his motion re the Electoral Register was submitted in both Irish and English and expressed his disappointment that the agenda only reflected the English version.  C. Moss agreed to review same.
Minute No. 32/07
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 19th February 2007 were adopted on the proposal of Councillor O. Tully, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly subject to the following addition to Minute No. 21/07.
The minutes of the Area Committee Meetings, Environment SPC and the Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee were noted by the Members.

Matters Arising
“Councillor T. Sharkey referred to the questions raised by him at the February meeting regarding inaccuracies in reports issued in regard to material contraventions and asked that the Manager’s response to same be noted by the members”.
Minute No. 33/07
Collon Housing Scheme
The report prepared under Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 regarding Collon Housing Scheme was proposed by Councillor T. Clare, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy and agreed by the Members.
Minute No. 34/07
Official Languages Act
J. McGuinness, Director of Services gave a presentation on the requirements, process and timescales involved in the preparation of a scheme in accordance with the Official Languages Act.  A short discussion followed during which the following issues were raised:-

· The possibility of having the council website in both Irish and English.
· A list of the Townlands in Irish.

· Cost of fulfilling the obligations under the scheme.

· Translation services.
Minute No. 35/07
Water Services Progress Report 
The Progress Report was presented by J. Martin, Director of Services.  A number of issues were raised by Members which included the following:-
· Cooley Regional Water Scheme.

· Water Conservation Programme.

· Underground water sources.

· Commencement of Ardee/Tallanstown Regional Water Supply Scheme.

· Proposal to invite Meath County Council to make a presentation to Drogheda East and West Area Committee on water conservation.
Minute No. 36/07
National Spring Clean Report
A discussion took place on the National Spring Clean Report wherein the following items were raised and responded to by M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer:-
· Congratulations given by Members to R. Kenny, Director of Services, Mary Murtagh and their staff.

· Need for Wardens to operate at night
· Dumping of tyres and black bags.

· Need for the Freephone Litter Hotline number to be stated on all letters etc. issued by Louth County Council.

· Service Indicators.
Minute No. 37/07
Bio-Diversity Plan
A presentation on the Plan was given by B. McSherry, Heritage Officer.  A short discussion followed during which the following items were raised:-
· The planting of motorway embankments with wild flowers.
· Disappearance of habitats.

· Request by Blackrock Tidy Towns to make presentation to Planning SPC on their ecology study.

· Need to encourage school children to feed birds in gardens thus increasing their knowledge of the various species.
Minute No. 38/07
SPC Chairpersons Reports
Corporate, Recreation and Amenity SPC – Councillor A. Donohoe, on behalf of the Chairman Councillor M. O’Dowd informed the Members that the SPC reviewed the six submissions received on the Recreation and Sports Strategy during the consultation stage and also received a presentation on the proposed scheme to be prepared under the Official Languages Act.
Minute No. 39/07

Housing Progress Report
Following the update given by M. Curran, Director of Services a brief discussion took place on the replacement of doors and windows and the provision of gas heating.
Minute No. 40/07
Roads and Marine Progress Report
Members noted the contents of the Report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-
· Grants for harbours and quays.

· CLÁR funding.

· Removal and dumping of cats eyes on N53 during resurfacing works.

· Request for presentation to Carlingford Area Meeting on traffic diversions of the Carrick Road through Inniskeen.

· Road surface south of Duffys Cross.

· Litter problem on N33.

· Agreement that the Whiteriver Landfill issues would be discussed at the Area Meeting following a proposal by Councillor J. Lennon which was seconded by Councillor F. McCoy.

· Annagassan Harbour.

· Lighting at Dunleer/Collon junction.
· Need for speed camera and continuous white lines on section of Collon road approaching roundabout at Drogheda.

· Results of Archaeological survey on proposed Drogheda Northern Cross Route.

· Traffic management at Termonfeckin.

· Damage to minor roads due to motorway contruction.
Minute No. 41/07
Correspondence 
· Following receipt of correspondence by Council Members from a member of the 1957 All-Ireland Team, Councillor J. Ryan proposed a vote of congratulations to the staff who organised the Civic Reception for the 1957 Team and this was seconded by Councillor P. McGeough.
· Councillor T. Sharkey expressed his dissatisfaction and disagreement with the contents of the letter from the Health Service Executive dated 15th February 2007.
Minute No. 42/07
Conferences
Approval was given to Members to attend the following conferences which took place in March:-
a) Energy and the Development Plan, Kadenza Consultancies, Friday 2nd to Sunday 4th March, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary – Councillors S. Keelan, J. Ryan, M. Bellew.

b) Enforcement of Environmental Regulations, Sherkin Island Marine Station, Thursday 29th & Friday 30th March, Carrigaline, Co. Cork – Councillor S. Keelan.

c) Association of County and City Councils, Thursday 8th – Saturday 10th March, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford – Councillors S. Keelan, J. Ryan, M. Bellew.

d) Rural and Regional Development Conference, Atlantic Events Conferences, Killybegs, Co. Donegal, Friday 2nd & Saturday 3rd March – Councillors T. Reilly, F. McCoy, J. Lennon, O. Tully, J. D’Arcy, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, P. Savage.

Councillor I. Munster queried the receipt of written reports from Councillors attending Conferences and C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer clarified that any reports received were included in the Monthly Agenda.

Minute No. 43/07
Notice of Motion
13.1 From Councillor J. D’Arcy 

“That Louth County Council opposes strongly any attempt by the HSE to move acute hospital services from the Louth County Hospital to Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Drogheda”.

Following a discussion on the issue, the motion was proposed by Councillor J. D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor T. Sharkey.  As there was not full agreement from the twelve Members present, the Chairman called for a vote by means of a show of hands which resulted with 9 Members voting in favour.  Accordingly the motion was passed.

Minute No. 44/07

13.2 From Cllr Imelda Munster

“That Louth County Council provide a much needed Bring Bank Facility in Termonfeckin”.

Reply

“Louth County Council, in accordance with the objectives of the north East Waste Management Plan would be happy to provide a Bring Bank Facility in Termonfeckin if a suitable site can be identified. Efforts in the past, including discussions with property owners in the area, have failed to identify a site that would be made available for the provision of such a facility. If the members can identify potential sites that would meet with local community approval we will have them assessed without delay and if found suitable will formally commence the process to provide a facility in the area”

Cllr. I. Munster noted the reply given to the motion
Minute No. 45/07

Suspension of Standing Orders
It was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy and agreed to suspend Standing Orders to allow the meeting to continue to 1.15pm.
Minute No. 46/07

Notice of Motion 
13.3 From Cllrs Tomás Sharkey & Jim Loughran

“That this Council notes that the Regional Health Forum, Dublin and North East rejects the Teamworks Report.

 

That this Council recognises the tremendous strain being placed on patients, staff and resources in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Drogheda in recent times.

 

This strain is undoubtedly caused by the closing and downgraded of services in other hospitals in the North East, especially Louth County Hospital in Dundalk.

 

That this council repeats our opposition to the recently enforced Paediatric Transfer Protocol in Louth County Hospital and appalls the delays in provision of a Mid-Wifery Led Unit in Louth County Hospital.

 

That this Council is opposed to the proposed roll-out of the Teamworks Report, the consequences of which will be a further domino-effect of downgrading and closure of services, including the transfer of medical consultants and their patients from Louth County Hospital to Our Lady of Lourdes in Drogheda.” 

A lengthy discussion took place on this issue which included a request that the relevant documents referred to in the motion be forwarded to the Members to enable them to make an informed decision on the issue.  The discussion continued to 1.15pm at which time the Chairman concluded the meeting and agreed that a vote on the motion would be taken at the April Monthly Meeting.

Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
