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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 18th June 2007
In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor J. Lennon

Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, O. Tully


Officials:

Ms J. Martin, Deputy County Manager





M. Curran, Director of Services






T. Davis, Head of Finance






G. Duffy, Acting Director of Services






M. O’Callaghan, Acting Director of Services






P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






C. Moss, Acting Director of Services






P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer







R. McKenna, Senior Engineer






W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






R. McAuley, Financial Accountant

Apologies:
Councillors T. Sharkey, J. Loughran, K. Meenan
--------------------------------------

Minute No. 81/07

Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 21st May 2007 were proposed by Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor S. Keelan and agreed.
The minutes of the Area Committee Meetings and the Environmental SPC were noted by the Members.
Minute No. 82/07

Standing Orders
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lennon, seconded by Councillor P. Savage and agreed to defer the two proposals to materially contravene the County Development Plan until later in the meeting.
Minute No. 83/07

Dundalk Port Company
It was proposed by Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy and agreed to nominate Councillor S. Keelan as Director to the Board of Dundalk Port Company.
Minute No. 84/07
Annual Report
The 2006 Annual Report was proposed by Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy and agreed.
Minute No. 85/07

Provision of Wind Turbine at the New Ardee Combined Offices
The report prepared under Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for the provision of a wind turbine at the new Ardee Combined Offices was approved by the Members on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor F. Maher.
Minute No. 86/07
Partnership Agreement between the representatives of Lapua, Finland and Louth Local Authorities
Following a discussion during which Councillor O. Tully gave details of the project which to date had been led by Louth Leader, it was proposed by Councillor O. Tully, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh and agreed to approve the partnership agreement between the town of Lapua, Finland and Louth Local Authorities.
Minute No. 87/07
Presentation on Affordable Housing Scheme
A powerpoint presentation on the Affordable Housing Scheme was given by Patsy Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer, Housing Section.  A discussion followed during which the following issues were raised by the Members:-
· Need to publicise the details of the Affordable Housing Scheme

· Co-operation between the three Housing Authorities

· The standard of affordable houses

· The options available to developers

· Dispensation to people with special needs

· Phasing of Part V houses

It was then proposed by Councillor K. O’Heiligh and seconded by Councillor T. Brennan that the phasing and delivery of affordable houses should be a condition of the planning permission.  This was followed by a short discussion on the motion and it was agreed by the Members to refer the proposal to the Planning and Housing SPC’s.

Minute No. 88/07
Material Contravention of the 2003-2009 Louth Development Plan – proposed development at Carrickbaggot, Grangebellew, Co. Louth
It was proposed by Councillor J. Mulroy and seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd to contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission, subject to conditions to David and Susan Clarke for a two storey dwelling house, domestic garage and waste water treatment at Carrickbaggot, Grangebellew, Co. Louth.
Following a short discussion on the motion a roll call was taken, the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Councillors M. Bellew, T. Brennan, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, O. Tully


Total: 17

Absent:
Councillors J. Loughran, D. Lynch, K. Meenan, I. Munster, T. Sharkey


Total: 5

Abstain:
Councillors D. Breathnach, T. Clare, J. McConville, K. O’Heiligh


Total: 4
Accordingly the motion fell.
Minute No. 89/07
Material Contravention of the 2003-2009 Louth County Development Plan – proposed development at Killineer, Drogheda, Co. Louth
It was proposed by Councillor G. Nash and seconded by Councillor F. Maher to contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission, subject to conditions to Vincent and Jill McDonald for the construction of a 2 storey over basement dwelling house with a roofed corridor connecting an existing two storey dormer dwellinghouse, including alterations and improvement of the existing two storey dormer dwelling house, for alterations and improvement on two of the existing outbuildings, to demolish and reconstruct three of the existing outbuildings, and to extend one of the above existing outbuildings for purposes ancillary to the use of the house including associated site works and to install a new waste water treatment system at Killineer, Drogheda, Co. Louth.
Following a short discussion a roll call was taken, the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Councillors M. Bellew, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, O. Tully


Total: 19
Absent:
Councillors J. Loughran, D. Lynch, K. Meenan, I. Munster, T. Sharkey


Total: 5

Abstain:
Councillors D. Breathnach, J. McConville


Total: 2
Accordingly it was resolved to contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission to Vincent and Jill McDonald for the construction of a 2 storey over basement dwelling house with a roofed corridor connecting an existing two storey dormer dwellinghouse, including alterations and improvement of the existing two storey dormer dwelling house, for alterations and improvement on two of the existing outbuildings, to demolish and reconstruct three of the existing outbuildings, and to extend one of the above existing outbuildings for purposes ancillary to the use of the house including associated site works and to install a new waste water treatment system at Killineer, Drogheda, Co. Louth.

Minute No. 90/07

Housing Progress Report
Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-
· Completion of Carlingford Housing Scheme.

· Numbers on housing waiting list.

· Issue raised by residents regarding the walkway between Orchard Villas and Rathview, Termonfeckin.
Minute No. 91/07
Roads & Marine Progress Report
Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-
· Funding for coastal erosion.

· Update on Drogheda North Cross Access Route and Development Contribution Scheme.

· Bridge at Termonfeckin – road safety measures.

· Flood study at Baltray.

· Closure of part of N1 – resulting in difficulties for Sportsman Bar & Restaurant.

· Road surface between Duffys Cross and Tallanstown.

· Road surface on Hale Street, Ardee.

· Repair of crash barriers on Station Road, Castlebellingham.

· Flooding in St. Olivers Park, Kilsaran.

· Improved signage needed for Ravensdale.

· Tullyallen Village Improvement Scheme.

· Port Oriel – date for full completion of works.

· Low cost safety measures at junctions.

Councillor S. Keelan also raised the issue of the imminent closure of the section of the old N1 from Feede to Domad and stated that he would forward a Notice of Motion for the July Monthly Meeting to keep open this section of the former N1 road.
The Deputy County Manager, J. Martin stated that this proposal may not be possible from an engineering aspect and cautioned Councillor S. Keelan regarding the serious financial implications this proposal would have on the contract.

Minute No. 92/07
Special Speed Limit 120km/h N1 Dual Carriageway
The proposal to proceed in accordance with the Road Traffic Act 2004 with the introduction of a special speed limit of 120km/h on the new N1 dual carriageway was approved by the Members on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly.
Minute No. 93/07
Conferences
The attendance of Members at conferences as detailed in the agenda was approved by the Members on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy.
Minute No. 94/07
SPC Chairpersons Report
Infrastructure

The Chairman, Councillor J. Lennon advised the Members that the Infrastructure SPC at their meeting on 14th June 2007 received a presentation by Mr. Stephen Lambert on the Role of the Road Safety Advisor with the NRA and the report of the SPC Road Safety Working Group.  Other issues which were also discussed were the proposed special speed limit on the new N1 Dual Carriageway, traffic calming proposals at Ardee, Carlingford and Blackrock and proposed water services Bye-Laws.
Minute No. 95/07
Notices of Motions from Other Councils
It was proposed by Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor J. Ryan and agreed to support the motion forwarded by North Tipperary County Council on 11th May 2007 regarding the creation of a national database of developers who fail to comply with planning permissions.
That concluded the meeting.
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
