
- 5 -


LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 15th January 2007
In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor J. Lennon
Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, J. McConville, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Apologies:
Cllr. D. Lynch



Officials:

Ms M. Moloney, County Manager






Mr. T. Davis, Head of Finance





Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services






Ms J. Martin, Director of Services






Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services






Ms R. Kenny, Director of Services






Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






Ms M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






Ms C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. R. McKenna, Senior Engineer






Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner






Mr. P. Gallagher, Acting Senior Engineer






Mr. B. Lynch, Financial Accountant






Ms R. McAuley, Financial Accountant

--------------------------------------

Minute No. 1/07
Minutes

The minutes of the budget meeting held on 5th December 2006 and the monthly meeting held on 13th December 2006 were approved by the council on the proposal of Councillor M. Bellew, seconded by Councillor T. Brennan.  The minutes of the Area Committee meetings and the Protocol Committee meeting were noted by the members.
Minute No. 2/07
Planning Strategy for the Greater Drogheda Area
A powerpoint presentation was given by Kieran Kennedy from RPS Consultants which covered the key issues and principles of the strategy, the primary elements in respect of economic development and the implementation of the strategy contained in the plan.
A discussion followed during which the following issues were raised and these were responded to by Mr. K. Kennedy:-

· Need for schools to be rolled out in accordance with the strategy.
· Request for Senior Inspector from Department of Education to be a member of Steering Committee set up to implement the strategy.
· Need for a train station in the area of Drogheda Northern Environs.

· Need for the three local authorities, Drogheda Borough Council, Louth County Council and Meath County Council to keep each other informed of potential developments in their area.

· Clarification on bridge requirements in the strategy.

· Government funding is necessary for critical infrastructure.

· Breakdown of implementation Steering Committee membership.

· The sustainability of One-Stop-Shops for professional services.

The strategy was then adopted by the council on the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd.

Minute No. 3/07
Presentation by Special Needs Active Parents Group
A presentation on the work of the Special Needs Active Parents Group which included details of the early intervention services and the Children’s Team and the shortfall in the provision of the various therapists required for same, was given by Martin Yore, Jim McDonnell and Maeve Yore.  A discussion followed which resulted in the following motions being proposed, seconded and agreed by the members:-
· That Louth County Council write to Minister Mary Harney and Professor Brendan Drumm, HSE highlighting the issues raised by the SNAP Group.
· That Louth County Council, together with the SNAP Group send a delegation to the Minister for Health, Mary Harney to highlight the issues raised by the group.

· That a small committee of Louth County Council members and members of the SNAP Group with secretarial support from Community and Enterprise, be set up to work for the demands of SNAP and other appropriate organisations dealing with people with special needs.
Minute No. 4/07
Works at Bramble Lodge, Dunleer
It was proposed by Councillor J. Ryan, seconded by Councillor T. Clare and agreed to approve the report prepared under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 for works at Bramble Lodge, Dunleer.
Minute No. 5/07
Capital Programme
A presentation on the Capital Programme was given by A. Davis, Head of Finance.  Following a short discussion during which the following issues were raised, the programme was agreed by the members.
· Additional funding available for Disabled Persons Grants in accordance with motion agreed at the Budget Meeting held on 5th December 2006.

· Taking-in-charge of estates.

· Level of funding for Louth from Local Government fund.
Minute No. 6/07
Suspension of Standing Orders
It was proposed by Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh to suspend Standing Orders to allow the meeting to continue beyond 1pm to enable the full agenda to be considered by the members.
Minute No. 7/07
Housing Progress Report

M. Curran, Director of Services gave an update on housing matters.  A short discussion followed during which the following issues were raised by the members and responded to by M. Curran:-
· Request for number of people on housing list broken down into electoral areas.

· Average price of affordable housing.

· Request for the inclusion of details of planning permissions granted which included Part V provision and which were at pre-construction stage in future Housing Reports.
Minute No. 8/07
Proposed Civic Reception and Dinner for the 1957 All-Ireland Winning Team – 22nd February
The Chairman gave details of the proposed Civic Reception and Dinner for the 1957 All-Ireland Football Team and these were approved by the members on the proposal of Councillor T. Reilly, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy.
Minute No. 9/07
Roads and Marine Progress Report
Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-
· Opening of Clogherhead Harbour to Fishermen.

· Bridge at Termonfeckin.

· Need for more outdoor staff.

· Works on Dundalk-Castleblayney Road.

· Request issued to ESB for lights at underbridges.

· Stop sign at Sliabh Breagh/Stoneylane.

· Provision of ramps.

· Annagassan Harbour.

· Port Access Route – North Drogheda.

· Request for ESB to make presentation at council meeting.

Minute No. 10/07
Correspondence
It was proposed by Councillor J. Ryan and agreed by the members to support the motion by Letterkenny Town Council that:-
“Before engaging outside contractors or any other external personnel to carry out work for, or on behalf of this council in future, that a written guarantee confirming that all employees engaged or sub-contracted by these companies while working for or on behalf of this council, are being afforded their full statutory labour rights and entitlements, and that these are sought and obtained before signing contracts in the same way as the council demands proof of insurance cover, tax clearances etc.”
Minute No. 11/07
13.1   From Cllr. Tomás Sharkey

That Louth County Council writes to the Minister for Health and Children and Prof. Brendan Drumm of the HSE expressing our opposition to the Paediatric transfer protocol that is in place in Louth County Hospital

Following a short discussion on the matter, the motion was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey and seconded by Councillor I. Munster and agreed by the members.

Minute No. 12/07

Vote of Sympathy
A vote of sympathy was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey to the husband and family of Mrs Rosaleen Martin, Inniskeen following an accident on the N53.
That concluded the meeting.
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
