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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 19th February 2007
In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor J. Lennon

Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Officials:

Ms M. Moloney, County Manager






R. Kenny, Director of Services 





J. Martin, Director of Services





M. Curran, Director of Services






J. McGuinness, Director of Services






P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






R. McKenna, Senior Engineer






G. Duffy, Senior Planner






B. Lynch, Financial Accountant






P. Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer






E. O’Callaghan, Senior Executive Planner
--------------------------------------

Minute No. 13/07
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 15th January 2007 were adopted on the proposal of Councillor T. Brennan, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly subject to the following amendment:-
Minute No. 11/07

“Following a query by Councillor T. Sharkey, it was noted that a motion proposed in November 2006 had not been included in the November Monthly Meeting Minutes and accordingly it was agreed to include in the minutes of the January Monthly Meeting:- 
“That Louth County Council writes to the Minister for Health and Children and Professor Brendan Drumm of the HSE expressing our opposition to the Paediatric transfer protocol that is in place in Louth County Hospital”.
Following a short discussion on the matter, the motion was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey and seconded by Councillor I. Munster and agreed by the members.

Minute No. 14/07
Section 183 Notice
The disposal of lands at Carnabreagh, Dundalk in accordance with notice issued on 2nd February was approved by the Members on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy.
Minute No. 15/07
Housing Development at Cappocks Gate, Ardee
The report prepared under Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 for the construction of a housing development at Cappocks Gate, Sean O’Carroll Street, Ardee was approved by the Members on the proposal of Councillor T. Reilly, seconded by Councillor P. Savage.
Minute No. 16/07
Adoption of Alcohol Bye-Laws
The Regulations and Control of the Consumption of Intoxicating Liquors in Public Places Bye-Laws 2007 were adopted with modifications as recommended by the Members on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor F. Maher.
Minute No. 17/07
2005 Audited Annual Financial Statement and Auditors Report
The Auditor’s Report and Audited Annual Financial Statement for 2005 were presented by B. Lynch, Financial Accountant.  Following a short discussion which included tributes to the work of the Finance Section, the Report and Statement were approved by the Members on the proposal of Councillor S. Keelan, seconded by Councillor T. Brennan.
Minute No. 18/07
Management Group Overseeing the “Challenge of Change Project”
Following a call by the Chairman for nominees to sit on the Management Group, the following nominees were proposed:-
Councillor J. Loughran was proposed by Councillor P. McGeough and seconded by Councillor I. Munster.

Councillor S. Keelan was proposed by Councillor P. Savage and seconded by Councillor T. Reilly.

Councillor F. McCoy was proposed by Councillor O. Tully and seconded by Councillor T. Brennan.

Accordingly the appointment of Councillor J. Loughran, Councillor S. Keelan and Councillor F. McCoy to sit on a Management Group with Newry and Mourne to oversee the “Challenge of Change Project” was agreed by the Members.

Minute No. 19/07
Proposed Committee to address the needs of SNAP and other similar agencies
The Chairman called for nominations from the Members.

Councillor M. Grehan was proposed by Councillor M. Bellew and seconded by Councillor P. Savage.  

Councillor J. D’Arcy was proposed by Councillor O. Tully and seconded by Councillor T. Brennan.

Councillor P. McGeough was proposed by Councillor I. Munster and seconded by Councillor T. Sharkey.  

Councillor D. Lynch was proposed by Councillor S. Keelan and seconded by Councillor J. McConville.

Accordingly it was agreed that Councillors M. Grehan, J. D’Arcy, P. McGeough and D. Lynch would sit on the proposed Committee to address the needs of the “Special Needs Active Parents” group and other similar agencies.

Minute No. 20/07

SPC Chairpersons Reports

Planning

Councillor S. Keelan advised the Members that the Carlingford Planning Strategy and Dundalk Western Infrastructure were discussed at the Planning SPC held on 15th January 2007.
Environment

Councillor M. Bellew informed the Members that the Environment SPC received three presentations at their meeting on 8th February 2007.

· The Neagh Bann River Basin Project

· STEM Project

· Proposal to prepare a Biodiversity Plan for Louth

Minute No. 21/07
Material Contraventions of 2003-2009 Development Plan for County Louth
In response to queries from members, Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner gave the background to the decision arrived at during the July 2006 Council meeting to bring forward material contraventions in a limited number of cases, where the applicant could demonstrate that they had entered a binding agreement to purchase site for a replacement dwelling prior to 31st May 2006.  Councillor Sharkey raised a number of questions regarding inaccuracies in the reports.  It was then proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey and seconded by Councillor I. Munster to defer the vote until the March Monthly Meeting to enable further clarification to be given to the Members.  However it was confirmed by R. Kenny, Director of Services that the deadline for a decision on this Material Contravention was 2nd March.  Accordingly it was agreed to proceed with the Roll Call Vote on the proposal to materially contravene the Louth County Development Plan 2003-2009 to enable the granting of planning permission subject to conditions to James Byrne, Drumacarra, Ravensdale.  The result of the Roll Call was as follows:-
For:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, O. Tully

Total – 19 
Against:
Councillor G. Nash



Total – 1

Absent:
Councillors T. Clare, K. Meenan



Total – 2 

Abstain:
Councillors J. Loughran, P. McGeough, I. Munster, T. Sharkey

Total – 4 

Accordingly it was agreed to materially contravene the Louth County Development Plan 2003-2009 to enable the granting of planning permission subject to conditions to James Byrne, Drumacarra, Ravensdale.

A Roll Call was then taken on the proposal to materially contravene the Louth County Development Plan 2003-2009 to enable the granting of planning permission subject to conditions to Declan Gormley, Roundstone House, Ballyoonan, Omeath.  The result of which was as follows:-

For:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, O. Tully


Total – 16 
Against:
Councillors T. Brennan, F. McCoy, G. Nash, K. O’Heiligh



Total – 4

Absent:
Councillors T. Clare, K. Meenan



Total – 2 

Abstain:
Councillors J. Loughran, P. McGeough, I. Munster, T. Sharkey


Total – 4 

Accordingly the motion fell.

A Roll Call was then taken on the proposal to materially contravene the Louth County Development Plan 2003-2009 to enable the granting of planning permission subject to conditions to John Curran, 94 Dunluce Road, Clontarf, Dublin 3.  The result of which was as follows:-
For:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, O. Tully


Total – 18
Against:
Councillors G. Nash, K. O’Heiligh



Total – 2

Absent:
Councillors T. Clare, K. Meenan, I. Munster



Total – 3 

Abstain:
Councillors J. Loughran, P. McGeough, T. Sharkey


Total – 3

Accordingly the motion fell. 

Minute No. 22/07
Proposal for Joint Soccer Development Officer with FAI
A presentation on the proposal for a Joint Soccer Development Officer with the FAI was given by J. McGuinness, Director of Services.  J. Delaney, Chief Executive, FAI and P. Bonner, Technical Director, FAI.  A discussion followed during which the following issues were raised:-
· Funding.

· Reporting arrangements of appointee.

· The Members expressed support for the initiative and thanked all those involved in bringing it to fruition.

Minute No. 23/07
Interim Review of the County Development Plan
It was proposed by Councillor T. Brennan and seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy to suspend Standing Orders to allow a discussion to take place on the commencement of a review of the County Development Plan.  A discussion followed during which it was pointed out that a variation of the County Development Plan had been completed in July 2006 following extensive consultation and debate with members.  The formal review process for the County Development Plan will commence later this year.   R. Kenny, Director of Services recommended that issues in relation to interpretations within the County Development Plan could be brought to the Planning SPC for consideration.  Councillor T. Brennan proposed that an interim review of the Development Plan should commence.  This was seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy.  A Roll Call was then taken the result of which was as follows:-
For:
Councillors T. Brennan, J. D’Arcy, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, I. Munster, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, O. Tully


Total – 13
Against:
Councillors D. Breathnach, D. Lynch, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, P. Savage



Total – 5

Absent:
Councillors M. Bellew, T. Clare, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, F. Maher, K. Meenan, M. O’Dowd, T. Sharkey



Total – 8
Accordingly it was agreed to carry out an interim review the County Development Plan.

Minute No. 24/07
Housing Report
M. Curran, Director of Services gave an update on housing matters.  It was proposed by Councillor D. Breathnach, seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy and agreed to convene a Housing Strategic Policy Committee meeting to discuss housing operations to which all Members would be invited to attend.
Minute No. 25/07

Date for March Monthly Meeting

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lennon, seconded by Councillor T. Sharkey and agreed to amend Standing Orders to allow the March Monthly Meeting to take place on Monday 12th March 2007.

Minute No. 26/07

Roads & Marine Progress Report

Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-

· Amount of development in Blackrock/Haggardstown area.

· Pedestrian bridge at Termonfeckin – details of works and results of traffic counts to be discussed at Area Meeting.

· Erection of lights on Dunleer/Collon road.

· Traffic speed in Termonfeckin.

· Coastal erosion.

· Bridge at Thistle Cross.

· Parking on hard shoulder between Ballymac Roundabout and Major Hollows Roundabout.

Minute No. 27/07

Notice of Motion – Councillor T. Sharkey

“That This Council will liaise with Dundalk Town Council to secure a footpath from Newtownbalregan to Castletown Cross and will include it for funding”.

Councillor T. Sharkey expressed his satisfaction with the reply.

Minute No. 28/07

Notices of Questions  

18.1
Councillor J. Loughran

“How many members of staff are based in each of the Area Offices of LLA and what were the average staff figures for each office for each of the last 5 years?”

Councillor J. Loughran noted the response to his question on staff numbers in each of the Area Offices.

Notices of Questions  

18.2
Councillor T. Sharkey

“When will the reviews of the County Development Plan and each of the Local Area Plans begin and how will the review of the Category 2 Development Centres be conducted?”

Councillor T. Sharkey noted the response to his question regarding the reviews of the County Development Plan and Local Area Plans
Minute No. 29/07

Conferences
The attendance of Councillors at conferences as outlined in the Agenda together with the attendance of Councillor M. O’Dowd and Councillor A. Donohoe at the Colmcille Winter School, Letterkenny on 23rd – 25th February was approved by the Members on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy.
Minute No. 30/07

Civic Reception
It was proposed by Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor T. Sharkey to hold an appropriate reception for Members of the Cobra Kan School of Martial Arts following their recent success in the WKA World Kickboxing Championships.

The Chairman proposed to adjourn the meeting at this stage.  However there was a proposal by Cllr. T. Sharkey, seconded by Cllr. I. Munster that the meeting continue for a further forty minutes.  A show of hands on this proposal resulted as follows :-

For: 6         Against : 4

The motion was carried.  However the meeting concluded when the number of Members fell below the quorum as set out in the Standing Orders.
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
