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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Council Chamber, County Hall, on Monday 18th September, 2006 at 10.00 a.m.

In attendance:

Cathaoirleach:
Councillor J. Lennon
Other Members:
Councillors:  M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Officials:

Ms M. Moloney, County Manager






Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance





Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services






Ms J. Martin, Director of Services






Ms. R. Kenny, Director of Services






Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer





Mr. W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer





Mr. R. McKenna, Senior Engineer






Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services





Ms. M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






Ms. R. McAuley, Financial Accountant





Mr. P. Fallon, Senior Engineer





Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner





Ms. C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer


Apologies:

Councillor G. Nash
---------------------------------

Minute No. 103/06

Minutes 
The minutes of the County Council meeting held on 17th July, 2006 were adopted by the members on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage seconded by Councillor T. Clare. The minutes of the Corporate Policy Group held on the 25th June and the Area committee meetings were noted by the members.

Minute No. 104/06
Section 183 Notices
(a) On the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage seconded by Cllr D. Breathnach the members unanimously approved the disposal of lands at Cappocksgreen, Ardee in accordance with the terms of notice dated 1st September, 2006 served on each member
(b) On the proposal of Cllr P. Savage seconded by Cllr T. Clare the members unanimously approved the disposal of lands by lease of Old Gaol (North Wing) to Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann in accordance with the terms of notice dated 22nd August, 2006 served on each member

Minute No. 105/06

Provision of 16 Affordable Houses at Rath View, Termonfeckin
The report prepared under Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for the provision of 16 affordable houses at Rath View, Termonfeckin was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr J. Mulroy, seconded by Cllr F. Maher.
Minute No. 106/06

Proposed Construction of Reservoir & Site Works at Begrath, Tullyallen
The report prepared under Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for the proposed construction of reservoir and site works at Begrath, Collon was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr J. Mulroy seconded by Cllr F. Maher
Minute No. 107/06

Proposed R178 Road Improvement Scheme (Dundalk – Carrickmacross Road) Essexford to Roslough
The report prepared under Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 in respect of the proposed R178 road improvement scheme (Dundalk – Carrickmacross Road) Essexford to Roslough was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr D. Breathnach seconded by Cllr P. Savage
Minute No. 108/06

Tullyallen Road Improvement Scheme (LP 2318) including Watery Lane (LS 6322)
The report prepared under Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 in respect of Tullyallen Road Improvement scheme (LP 2318) including Watery Lane (LS 6322) was approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr J. Mulroy seconded by Cllr F. Maher

Minute No. 109/06

Extinguishment of Public Rights of Way
It was proposed by Cllr D. Breathnach and seconded by Cllr J. D’Arcy to approve the extinguishment of public rights of way in respect of the following:
· Section of L 7103-20 (Blind Hollow)

· Section of L-31674-0 (Rossmakay)

· Section of L-61471-0 (Ednaquin)

· Section of L-3098-25 (Old Faughart Road)

A discussion followed in relation to the section of L-7103-20 (Blind Hollow) with regard to the amenity value of this road to residents in the area and clarification given by P. Donnelly that it was not possible to limit the public right of way to pedestrian access only.  It was then proposed by Cllr T. Sharkey seconded by Cllr J. Loughran to retain the public right of way on the section of the road at Blind Hollow.

A show of hands was then called for by the Chairman in respect of approving the extinguishing of public rights of way on the four sections of roads as proposed by Cllr D. Breathnach the result of which was as follows:-

· 10 members in favour of the proposal

· 5 members against the proposal

· 2 abstentions

Accordingly it was resolved to extinguish public rights of way in respect of the 4 sections of road at Blind Hollow, Rossmakey, Ednaquin, and Old Faughart Road.

Minute No. 110/06
Draft Harbour Laws
It was proposed by Cllr O. Tully seconded by Cllr P. Savage and agreed to proceed to public consultation with the draft bye-laws as recommended by the members of the Infrastructural S.P.C.
Minute No. 111/06

Water Services Investment Programme – Assessment of Needs 2007-2014
J. Martin, Director of Services, gave an outline of the programme and stated that an extension to Drogheda Waste Water Treatment Plant would be added to the programme.  A discussion ensued during which the following issues were raised:-

· Trunk watermain linking the major water treatment plants in Dundalk and Drogheda through mid-Louth
· Water Conservation Programme

· Shellfish Directive

· Treatment facilities at Omeath and Greenore

· Exposed water main pipe at Toberona (issue for Dundalk Town Council)
· Capacity of Carlingford Sewerage Scheme

· Odours at Weirhope & Wheaton Hall, Drogheda
The programme was then adopted by the members on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor J. McConville.

Minute No. 112/06

Material Contravention of the County Louth Development Plan 2003-2009
It was proposed by Councillor T. Clare and seconded by Councillor P. McGeough to materially contravene the Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission to Peter Dunne for a replacement dwelling at Willistown, Dunleer.  A roll call was taken the result of which was as follows:-
For:
Cllrs M. Bellew, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully

Total:
21
Absent:
D. Breathnach, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd



Total:
5

Accordingly it was resolved to materially contravene the Louth County Development Plan 2003-2009 to enable the granting of planning permission, subject to conditions to Peter Dunne, Foxhall, Fieldstown, Monasterboice for a replacement dwellinghouse consisting of a storey and a half style dwellinghouse, waste water treatment system and associated siteworks at Willistown, Dunleer.
Minute No. 113/06

Higher Education Grant Scheme
The scheme was approved by the members on the proposal of Councillor O. Tully, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy.  It was also proposed by Councillor O. Tully and seconded by Councillor F. McCoy that Louth County Council write to the Minister for Education requesting an increase in the maintenance grant allocated to students.  Councillor K. O’Heiligh highlighted what he viewed as an anomaly in the eligibility requirements with regard to an ‘independent mature candidate’ which is defined as a candidate who is at least 23 years of age on the 1st January of the year of entry or re-entry to an approved course and who are not ordinarily resident with his/her parents from 1st October and can provide proof.  He stated that the age limit set excludes young people who are under the age requirement but are living totally independent lives from their parents and proposed that this issue be raised with the Minister for Education.  This was seconded by Councillor I. Munster.
Minute No. 114/06

Vote of Congratulations
A vote of congratulations was given to Louth Water Safety on achieving the runner up position for the Charles Thompson Award which recognises those counties which have done most to promote water safety each year and also to the various Tidy Towns Committees on their achievements in the recent National Tidy Towns Awards.
Minute No. 115/06

Vote of Sympathy
Members of the council conveyed their condolences to the family of the former Councillor Patsy Kirwan.  Tributes were paid to Mr. Kirwan in regard to the great contribution he made to Louth as a member of the Louth County Council and Drogheda Borough Council.

Condolences were also conveyed to Frances Hodgers on the death of her father, to Lucy Rafferty on the death of her son-in-law and to the family of Eithne McKiernan a former teacher in Dromiskin National School.

Minute No. 116/06

Playground Grant Scheme
The proposals for funding of €40,000 for Toberona, €40,000 for Moneymore          and €40,000 for Tinure & Carlingford were approved by the council on the proposal of Councillor F. McCoy, seconded by Councillor P. Savage.

Minute No. 117/06

Ardee Town Council (Regulations and Control of the Consumption of Intoxicating Substances in Public Places) Bye-Laws 2006
The members noted the details of the Ardee Town Council (Regulations and Control of the Consumption of Intoxicating Substances in Public Places) Bye-Laws 2006 in accordance with Part VII of the Local Government Act 1994.
Minute No. 118/06

Audit Report 2004 and Annual Financial Statement 2005
The Audit Report for 2004 and Annual Financial Statement 2005 was presented to the members by T. Davis, Head of Finance.  It was then proposed by Councillor T. Brennan, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy and agreed to approve the 2004 Audit Report and the 2005 Annual Financial Statement including the over-expenditure as detailed in the Audit Report in accordance with the Local Government Act 2001
Minute No. 119/06

Capital Loan & Subsidy Scheme
a) It was proposed by Councillor F. McCoy, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly and agreed to approve the granting of financial assistance to Oaklee Housing Trust in the amount of €6,613,695 for the provision of a scheme of 39 housing units for families, elderly and disable at Tierney Street, Ardee under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992 and Section 15 of the Housing Act 1988.
b) It was proposed by Councillor J. Mulroy, seconded by Councillor F. Maher and agreed to approve the granting of financial assistance to North & East Housing Association in the amount of €1,664,506 for the provision of a scheme of 11 housing units for families at Lavin Park, Tullyallen under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992 and Section 15 of the Housing Act 1988.

c) It was proposed by Councillor T. Reilly, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy and agreed to approve the granting of financial assistance to Cluid Housing Association in the amount of €2,715,567 for the provision of a scheme of 19 housing units for families at Collon, Co. Louth under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992 and Section 15 of the Housing Act 1988.

Minute No. 120/06

SPC Chairpersons Reports

Housing

Councillor P. Savage informed the members that the issues raised at the Housing, Community & Enterprise SPC held on Monday 12th June included a presentation on the Draft Heritage Plan and a discussion on naming of estates and anti-social behaviour.
Infrastructure
The Chairman Cllr J. Lennon advised the members that the Infrastructure S.P.C. at their last meeting held on 13th July 2006 received a presentation on the draft harbour bye-laws, an update on Broadband installation in the county, and held discussions on the NRA Policy statement on Development Management and Access to National Roads and the Water Services Assessment of needs 2007-2014
Minute No. 121/06

Housing Progress Report
Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-
· Welcome for the proposal of 16 houses at Termonfeckin

· Availability of affordable sites at Gort Uaine

· Part V

· Review of Housing Strategy

Minute No. 122/06

Roads & Marine Progress Report
Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-
· Monitoring of high tides in north Louth 

· Ramps from William Street to New Dawsons – Area Engineer will bring report on traffic calming proposals to Area Meeting

· Port Beach study

· Pedestrian bridge at Termonfeckin

· Appreciation to emergency services for the provision of sand bags to Baltray residents

· Projected opening date for Newry-Dundalk road

· Co-operation between northern and southern local authorities to deal with the gritting of roads

· Landscaping at Monasterboice interchange

· Lighting at junction of R169 and R132

· Update on Drogheda Northern Cross Route

· Clarification on provision of Drogheda Northern Cross Route from R132 to R166 or the port

Minute No. 123/06

Correspondence

It was agreed to refer the request by the Rape Crisis and Sexual Abuse Centre to present their services and strategic plan to the Housing, Community and Economic Development SPC.

Minute No. 124/06

Standing Orders
It was proposed by Councillor P. Savage and seconded by Councillor F. Maher to approve the draft amendment to the Standing Orders submitted by the Protocol Committee.  On a show of hands, 17 members voted in favour of the motion and accordingly the amendment was approved in accordance with Section 16(2) of schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 2001.
Minute No. 125/06

Notices of Motion
21.1
From Councillor Imelda Munster

“That the Council vary the Northern Environs Local Area Plan with a view to extending the Local Area Plan to specifically provide two Post Primary School sites and to identify, zone and reserve these sites.”
It was proposed by Councillor I. Munster and seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh that the council vary the County Development Plan to specifically provide two post primary school sites and to identify, zone and reserve these sites.
A lengthy discussion followed on the issue and an amendment to the motion was proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd and seconded by Councillor O. Tully which stated that the council keep under review the County Development Plan with a view to providing the required number of post primary schools and may identify zone and reserve these sites and that Louth County Council, Drogheda Borough Council, Co. Louth VEC and Department of Education liaise through the steering committee and working group set up under the Planning Strategy for the Greater Drogheda Area to so do as the need arises.
A vote took place on the amendment as proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd the result of which was 10 members voting in favour and 5 members against.  Accordingly, the amended motion was passed by the members.

Minute No.  126/06
Conferences

Approval was given to the attendance of members at conferences as set out hereunder:-
	31st August & 1st September 06
	Sport & Leisure Development – The Role of the Local Authority
	Kilkee Waterworld
	Kilkee, Co. Clare
	A. Donohoe
T. Reilly

	14th – 16th September 06
	AMAI 93rd Annual Conference
	AMAI
	Cavan Crystal Hotel, Cavan
	T. Reilly

	15th – 17th September 06
	Benedict Kiely Literary Weekend
	Omagh District Council
	Silverbirch Hotel, Omagh
	A. Donohoe


That concluded the meeting
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson

