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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Council Chamber, County Hall, on Monday 20th November, 2006 at 10.00 a.m.

In attendance:

Cathaoirleach:
Councillor J. Lennon
Other Members:
Councillors:  M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Officials:

Ms M. Moloney, County Manager






Ms R. Kenny, Director of Services





Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services





Mr. Joe McGuinness, Director of Services






Mr. Patsy Fizsimons, Senior Executive Officer






Ms Joan Martin, Director of Services






Mr. Padraig Fallon, Senior Engineer






Mr. Paddy Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. William Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






Ms Colette Moss, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. Gerry Duffy, Senior Planner





Ms Roisin McAuley, Fin. Man. Accountant






Mr. Anthony Davis, Head of Finance






Mr. Noel Redmond, Sports & Recreation Off.

---------------------------------

Minute No. 140/06

Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 16th October 2006 were approved on the proposal of Councillor J. McConville, seconded by Councillor T. Clare.

Matters Arising

Councillor T. Sharkey referred to Minute No. 138/06 regarding Conferences and following a discussion on the matter, which included details of the relevant regulations it was agreed that the conference details, together with the estimated costs of same would where available be approved at the council meeting prior to the conference as had been the normal practice in Louth County Council and the names of the Councillors attending same could be approved subsequently.
Minute No. 141/06

Section 183 Notices
a) The disposal of lands at Newtownbalregan, Dundalk in accordance with the terms of notice dated 27th October, 2006 served on each member was approved by the members on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly.
b) The disposal of lands at Waterunder, Drogheda – plot 1, Waterunder, Drogheda – plot 2, Waterunder, Drogheda – plot 3, in accordance with the terms of notice dated 27th October, 2006 served on each member was approved by the members on the proposal of Councillor O. Tully, seconded by Councillor J. McConville.

c) The disposal of lands at Dundalk Street, Carlingford in accordance with the terms of notice dated 7th November, 2006 served on each member was approved by the members on the proposal of Councillor T. Brennan, seconded by Councillor P. Savage.

Minute No. 142/06

Proposed Upgrade of Wastewater Treatment Works on Collon Sewerage Scheme
The report prepared under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 in respect of the proposed upgrade of Wastewater Treatment Works on Collon Sewerage Scheme was approved by the members on the proposal of Councillor T. Clare, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly.
Minute No. 143/06

Proposed Upgrade of Wastewater Treatment Works on Tallanstown Sewerage Scheme

The report prepared under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 in respect of the proposed upgrade of Wastewater Treatment Works on Tallanstown Sewerage Scheme was approved by the members on the proposal of Councillor F. McCoy, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly.

Minute No. 144/06
Proposed Road Realignment and Road Improvement Scheme on R166-312 Drumleck to Castlebellingham Road

Following a short discussion with regard to the lighting on the R166-312 at Drumleck to Castlebellingham Road, J. Martin, Director of Services stated that the first phase of the scheme will be in the village itself but that she would look at the lighting layout as part of the detailed proposal.  The report was prepared under Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 in respect of the road realignment and road improvement scheme on the R166-312 Drumleck to Castlebellingham was then approved by the members on the proposal of Councillor F. McCoy, seconded by Councillor P. McGeough.

Minute No. 145/06

Alcohol Bye-Laws Governing the Consumption of Intoxicating Substances in Public Places
J. McGuinness, Director of Services outlined the main elements of the Bye-Laws and the process involved to date and gave details for the review of the Dundalk Bye-Laws given by Sergeant V. Jackson to the Corporate and Recreation SPC.  A discussion ensued, during which the following issues were raised:-
1. The need to enforce these Bye-Laws.

2. If the four sets of Bye-Laws in County Louth could be integrated. 
3. The ease of access to alcohol by those who are underage.

4. The lack of facilities which can lead to anti-social behaviour.

5. The need for signage.

It was then proposed by Councillor F. McCoy, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly, and agreed to proceed to public display with the draft Alcohol Bye-Laws Governing the Consumption of Intoxicating Substances in Public Places.
Minute No. 146/06

Draft Sports & Recreation Strategy
J. McGuinness gave an overview of the draft Sports and Recreation Strategy and thanked the Corporate and Recreation SPC for their input into the process to date.  A short discussion followed during which the following issues were raised:-

· The need to look at co-ordinated facilities throughout the county.

· The difficulty which can arise in running facilities.

· Need for more focus on what is needed in specific areas.
It was then proposed by Councillor P. Savage and seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe and agreed to proceed to public display with the Draft Sports Strategy.
Minute No. 147/06
Housing Progress Report
Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-
· Housing report to detail location of Part V houses under construction.

· Part V – preference to be given to the taking of housing units rather than cash.

· The number of people on the affordable housing list at present.

· The possibility of including as part of the planning conditions for a housing development that the handing over of houses under Part 5 be done on a similar phase basis to the selling of houses in the development.
· The possibility of the Housing Section accommodating a situation where parents, a sister, son or daughter in purchasing affordable houses.

Minute No. 148/06

Presentation by C.A.W.T.
A presentation was given by Ms Bernie McGrory, Chief Officer of C.A.W.T., a member of the Management of C.A.W.T., on the background of C.A.W.T., the organisational structure of the organisation, their sources of funding, the projects which they are presently involved in, and the challenges which they face.  
Following a short question and answer session, the Chairman, Councillor J. Lennon thanked Ms McGrory and Mr. Daly for their excellent presentation.
Minute No. 149/06

Roads & Marine Progress Report
Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-
· The need to sweep the road between P.J. Carrolls and Blackrock on an annual/bi-annual basis.

· Roadworks at Blackrock.

· Port Beach.

· Appointment of Consultants for the design of Dundalk Western Relief Road.

· Missing spotlights at Ardee Castle.

· Bridge at Termonfeckin.

· The inclusion of Gyles Quay Pier for funding in the same category as the works at Annagassan.

· Update on Gaulstown Road.

· North Drogheda Environs Legal Agreement.

· Road markings for bus stop north of Ballymascanlon.

Minute No. 150/06

Amendment to Bye-Laws for the collection, storage, and presentation of waste and certain related waste management matters

The two amendments to the Bye-Laws for the collection, storage, and presentation of waste and certain related waste management matters presented to the members were agreed on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor T. Brennan.
Minute No. 151/06

SPC Chairpersons Report
Housing and Community & Enterprise
Councillor D. Breathnach advised the members that the Housing and Community & Enterprise SPC meeting held on 6th November received an update from Brendan McSherry on the draft Heritage Plan and the Cross Border Landscape Study.  An update was also given by T. McArdle, Administrative Officer on the Community Safety Policy.
Planning 

Councillor S. Keelan informed the members that the SPC received at their meeting held on 23rd October, a presentation by M. Quinn, Senior Executive Planner on the review of the Housing Strategy, a presentation from M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer, on the development capacity in development centres in respect of water and sewerage and details of the Design and Conservation awards from E. O’Callaghan, Senior Executive Planner.

Corporate, Recreation & Amenity

It was agreed that members had already received details of the Corporate, Recreation and Amenity SPC meeting when the Sports and Recreation Strategy and the Consumption of Alcohol in Public Places had been discussed.

Environment

Councillor M. Bellew gave details of the site visit by the Environment SPC to a composting facility in Waterford.  He also advised the members that the SPC, at their meeting on 9th November, received a presentation on the Greenschool Programme together with a presentation on a new recycling concept – reverse vending by Irish Reverse Vending Association.

Minute No. 152/06

Notices of Motion
12.2 From Cllr Tomás Sharkey

“Go gceapfaith an Comhairle seo oifigeach na Gaelige lan-aimseartha”
Reply  
Bheadh Údaráis Áitiúla Lú sásta Oifigeach Gaeilge a fhostú ach comhaontú a fháil ó Fhoras na Gaeilge go gcomh-mhaoineoidís an post.
Councillor T. Sharkey expressed his satisfaction with the response and proposed that Louth County Council write to Foras na Gaeilge to request funding for same.  This was seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach
Minute No.  153/06
Conferences

Approval was given to the attendance of members at conferences as set out hereunder:-
	23rd, 24th & 25th Nov 06
	Clare Tourist Council
	Clare Tourism Conference
	The Falls Hotel, Ennistymon
	

	23rd – 25th Nov 06
	Association of European Border Regions
	General Assembly & Annual Conference 
	Pamplona, Spain
	T. Brennan


Minute No.  154/06
December Monthly Meeting

It was agreed by the members that the December Monthly Meeting would take place on Wednesday 13th December at 7p.m.
That concluded the meeting.
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson

