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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Council Chamber, County Hall on Monday 10th April 2006 at 10.00am

In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor P. Savage

Other Members:
Councillors M. Bellew, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough,  F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Officials:

Ms M. Moloney, County Manager






Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services





Ms R. Kenny, Director of Services






Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance






Ms J. Martin, Director of Services






Mr. B. Lynch, Financial Accountant






Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. P. Fallon, Senior Engineer






Ms C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer






Ms. M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services

Apologies
Councillors D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, A. Donohoe
---------------------------------------

Minute No. 49/06

Minutes

The minutes of the County Council meeting held on 13th March 2006 and the Special Meeting held on 27th March 2006 were adopted on the proposal of Councillor J. Lennon, seconded by Councillor T. Clare.
Minute No. 50/06

Service Indicators
A presentation on the Service Indicators for 2005 together with comparative figures for 2004 was given by J. McGuinness, Director of Services.  A short discussion ensued during which some of the figures were further clarified.
Minute No. 51/06

County of Louth (Regulation Road Speed Limits) Bye-Laws 2005
Councillor K. O’Heiligh proposed that the matter be deferred to the next meeting as Councillor A. Donohoe who had a particular issue with one element of the bye-laws was not in attendance.  A discussion followed on the proposed speed limit for the section of road from Donegans Pub and Restaurant at Monasterboice to Sillogue B&B.  P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer informed the members that a review on the speed limits would take place in three phases all of which should be completed by September 2006.  Councillor J. McConville then proposed that the bye-laws be adopted as recommended in the Managers Report subject to the provision that the section of road at Monasterboice as discussed be reviewed by September 2006.  This proposal was seconded by Councillor G. Nash and agreed by the members.
Minute No. 52/06

Road Works Programme 2006
P. Fallon, Senior Engineer gave a presentation on the programme to the members.  A number of issues including the following were raised by the members and these were responded to by P. Fallon, Senior Engineer.
· Details of schemes approved under Clár for 2006.

· Proposal for higher grant for Local Improvement Schemes.

· Omission of pedestrian bridge at Termonfeckin.

· Junction at Sheepgrange – funding for improved signage and road markings.

· Bog Road, Coole, Ardee.

· Standard of road works.

· Need for funding for ramps.

Minute No. 53/06

Notice of Motion
13.1 From Councillor J. Loughran

“That this council provide a footpath from Cooley Kickhams clubrooms back to Grange Cross (Barry’s Shop), in the interest of the safety of pedestrians, particularly young people, going from the Clubrooms to the shop.”

The motion was proposed by Councillor J. Loughran, and seconded by Councillor T. Sharkey.  P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer stated that the Infrastructure section was looking at a number of safety measures and would return with details of same to the Area Meetings.  This was agreed by the members.
Minute No. 54/06

Notice of Question
14.1
From Councillor T. Sharkey

“What meetings, representations and plans have been made regarding the upgrading of the Castleblayney Road and will any works take place this year or in 2007?”
Councillor T. Sharkey expressed his dissatisfaction with the reply given and asked the Manager to deal with the issue as it was his opinion that the Infrastructure Section ignored the Euro-Rap and Indecon Report with regard to the N53 and were not dealing with the issue in a proper fashion.

J. Martin responded by stating that the procedures undertaken by the Infrastructure Section in obtaining funding and completing road schemes had been very successful in Louth to date quoting Dunleer Bypass and Dundalk Western Bypass and that the same procedure was being adopted in relation to the N53.

The County Manager stated that she was quite satisfied with the work being carried out by the Infrastructure Section and expressed her resentment of the inferences made of the staff by Councillor Sharkey.

Councillor M. Grehan stated that the willingness of council officials to engage in informal meetings has proven to work extremely well in thepast and was appreciated by her and she resented the comments made by Councillor T. Sharkey.

Minute No. 55/06

Section 140 Motion
On the proposal of Councillor T. Reilly, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy and following a roll call vote, members agreed to materially contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission subject to conditions to Niall Giblin for a two storey dwellinghouse with double garage at Little Road, Dromiskin.
For:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Total:  22
Absent:
Cllrs. D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, A. Donohoe, J. Mulroy


Total: 4
Minute No. 56/06

Roads and Marine Progress Report

Members noted the contents of the report and a short discussion followed which raised the following issue:-
· Work completed on section of road at Ballymakellett.

Minute No. 57/06

Capital Programme
A. Davis, Head of Finance presented the details of the Capital Programme to the members.  A number of issues including the following were raised by the members and these were responded to by the relevant directors in relation to:-
· The coastal walkway.
· Amount of current housing land bank.

· Number of re-occupants of the housing stock annually.

· Future Urban & Village Renewal Schemes.

· Allowance in programme for refurbishment of vacant houses.

· Part V

· Viewing of Development Plans by residents in South Louth.

· Allocation of facilities for Community and Voluntary sector.

· Funding for Greenore – Greencastle ferry.

· Progress on Battle of the Boyne site.

· Tullyallen Improvement Scheme.

· Funding for work on Windmill in Dundalk.

· Proposed works on Rock Road, Blackrock.

· Deficiency in sewerage capacity in Ardee.

· Narrow Water Bridge.

· Update on North Cross Route.

· Availability of funding for disability access to Millmount.

Minute No. 58/06

SPC Chairpersons Reports
Corporate, Recreation & Amenity
Councillor Michael O’Dowd advised the members that the Corporate Recreation and Amenity SPC at their meeting on 27th March, 2006 received a presentation from students at St. Vincent’s Secondary School on a cross-border project titled “Conflict” which they are currently working on in partnership with Ballyclare, Co. Antrim.  The committee also received an update on the Sports and Recreation Strategy.  He also stated that the impact of the voluntary members on the SPC’s was also raised at the meeting.  

Infrastructure

Councillor J. Lennon informed the members that the Infrastructure SPC received a presentation on Dublin City’s Traffic Calming experience at their meeting on 2nd February, 2006.  Discussions also took place on Harbour Bye-laws and road safety.
Minute No. 59/06

Housing Progress Report 
Members noted the details of the Housing Progress Report.
Minute No. 60/06

Protocol Committee
The Chairman called for nominations to the Protocol Committee to replace the 3 members who are no longer local authority members.
Councillor T. Sharkey was proposed by Councillor J. Loughran and seconded by Councillor P. McGeough.

Councillor T. Reilly was proposed by Councillor S. Keelan and seconded by Councillor F. McCoy.

Councillor F. McCoy was proposed by Councillor T. Reilly and seconded by Councillor J. Lennon.

As there were only 3 nominations, the members agreed that Councillors T. Sharkey, T. Reilly and F. McCoy would replace former Councillors A. Morgan, P. Kirwan and F. Godfrey on the committee.

Minute No.  48/06

The Chairman proposed that a date be agreed for the consideration of the Manager’s report on the Drogheda Northern Environs Local Area Plan if there is insufficient time to deal with same at the May monthly meeting.  A date of 22nd May, 2006 at 6.00 p.m. was agreed.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh then raised the emergency motion in relation to a submission on the Drogheda Northern Environs Local Area Plan which he had forwarded to the Chairman.  The Chairman stated that it would be more appropriate to deal with the motion at the meeting when the Manager’s report on the Drogheda Northern Environs Local Area Plan  was being considered.  
Minute No. 49/06

Conferences
Approval was given to the attendance of members at conferences as set out hereunder:-
	8th April 06
	TJK Conferences
	The Law of Defamation
	Earl of Desmond Hotel, Tralee
	S. Keelan
M. Bellew

O. Tully

J. D’Arcy

J. Ryan

	20th & 21st April 06
	Kilkenny County Council
	LAMA Conference
	Newpark Hotel, Kilkenny
	O. Tully
S. Keelan

A. Donohoe

J. Lennon

F. McCoy

	26th – 29th April 06
	Rattoo Heritage Centre
	15th Annual Kerry Environmental Recognition Conference
	Ballybunion, Co. Kerry
	O. Tully

J. D’Arcy

F. McCoy

J. Lennon

	24th to 26th April 06
	Coláiste An Phiarsiagh
	Dealing with Waste
	Downings, Co. Donegal
	F. McCoy
J. McConville

J. Lennon

O. Tully

P. Savage

T. Brennan

T. Reilly

G. Nash

J. Ryan

D. Breathnach

J. D’Arcy

	28th & 29th April 06
	Kadenza Consultancies
	Housing Services, Local Government
	Rooskey, Co. Leitrim
	J. Ryan
M. Bellew

S. Keelan


That concluded the meeting.

Signed:____________



Date:__________

  Cathaoirleach

