LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Council Chamber, County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 28th February 2005 at 6.00pm.

In attendance:    Cathaoirleach:

Councillor T. Brennan

Other Members:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully



       Officials:

Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager







Ms. R. Kenny, Director of Services







Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services







Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance







Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services

Ms. C. Moss, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Exec Officer








Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner


Mr. P. Fallon, Senior Engineer









Mr. B. Harten, Arts Officer




       -----------------------------------------

Minute No. 21/05
Presentation on Louth, Newry & Mourne Film Commission
A PowerPoint presentation was made by B. Harten, Arts Officer on the Louth, Newry & Mourne Film Commission.  He gave an outline of the work the Commission would be undertaking and highlighted the benefits of attracting a film to the area.  The initiative was generally welcomed by the members who recognised that the attracting of a major film would be a difficult task but one which was well worth entering into.

Minute No. 22/05
Water Pricing Policy

A presentation was given by J. Martin, Director of Services on the Water Pricing Policy with regard to the charging for water on all commercial customers.  A lengthy discussion ensued with a number of issues raised by members and responded to by J. Martin.
· The need to ensure that the commercial customer is not subsidising the domestic customer

· Whether a business would have an option to connect to a public sewer or discharge by groundwater.

· The need to identify leakages in the public water system

· The possibility of a septic tank cleaning service being provided by the Council at a reasonable rate

· The possibility of all new houses having a 2 water tank system – one with treated water for drinking and one untreated for washing, toilets etc.

· The need for B&B’s to have a domestic allowance included in their charge

· The possibility of a waiver scheme
Minute No. 23/05
Roads & Marine Progress Report
Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:

· The replacement of trees which were removed on Wallace’s Road 

· The availability of the detailed road works programme for 2005 – will be available at the Area Committee in March 

· Progress of master plan in Drogheda Northern Environs Area – work on draft plan presently underway

· The timescale for the commencement of works at Port Oriel – April

· A request by the fishermen at Annagassan to relocate the lights recently erected

· Reference made to a previous motion made that all new roads should have cycle paths

· The need for median strips on the Ardee/Carrickmacross road, e.g. at Reaghstown and Cookstown
· Update on proposed interchange on Armagh road requested on future reports 

· The need to include a number of 3rd class roads on the road works programme

· The supervision of work undertaken by contractors 

Minute No. 24/05
Notices of Motion
9.1
From Councillor M. O’Dowd
“That Louth County Council take a lead role in organising relevant athletic sporting activities for primary schools in the County”.

It was proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd seconded by Councillor J. McConville and agreed that follows the completion of the Sports & Recreation Strategy and the Play Policy, priority should be given on the development of sporting activities for young people in primary schools.  
9.2
From Councillor T. Reilly
“That Louth County Council amend the zoning of lands at Kilsaran Concrete Works (now out of use) in Castlebellingham/Kilsaran Local Area Plan from Industrial/Business use to Residential use as agreed at the July meeting of Ardee Area Committee”.
Following a lengthy discussion on the need to amend the Local Area Plan at such an early stage in the lifetime of the plan the motion was proposed by Councillor T. Reilly and seconded by Councillor F. McCoy and carried following a roll call vote, the result of which was as follows:

For:
Councillors J. Lennon, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, I. Munster, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully




Total:
10

Against:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Ryan





Total:
6

Absent:
Councillors J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, J. Lennon, D. Lynch, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd





Total:
9

Abstain:
Councillor T. Clare





Total:
1

9.3 From Comhairleoir Tomás Sharkey
(A) “That all roads resurfacing projects be completed in a manner and design which ensures that they will not cause flooding to adjoining homes as has happened in a number of instances in North Louth and that immediate remedial action be taken to alleviate the flooding problems that have arisen to date.

Ba choir go gcríochnófar gach tioscadal chun craiceann nua a chur ar bhóithre sa dóigh nach ndéanfar tuilte sna tithe timpeall mar a tharla I gcúpla cás I dTuaisceart Chontae Lúghaí, agus ba choir go ndéanfar obair feabhais chun na fadhbanna go dtí seo a réiteach.”
The motion was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey, seconded by Councillor I. Munster and agreed.

(B)
 “LISBURN COUNCIL POWER-SHARING MOTION

This Council is disappointed at the decision by Lisburn Council to exclude nationalist elected representatives from the positions of chair, vice chairs of Council Committees, and membership of outside bodies at its Annual General Meeting on 24th June 2004.

This decision by Lisburn Council is contrary to the spirit of the Good Friday Agreement in advocating the principle of partnership politics.  The only way local councils in the North of Ireland can serve the people they represent effectively is if they are committed to partnership, equality and mutual respect.  These principles are particularly important in local government in the North, which must be seen to represent everyone.

Many local councils in the North of Ireland have already in place power-sharing arrangements, which allow for the participation of all political parties in the political life of the council.  We would therefore call on Lisburn Council to implement power-sharing arrangements which will make Lisburn Council more representative and inclusive of the people it serves.”

A discussion ensued with some members giving the views that Louth County Council should not be dictating to another Council on how it does its business.  The motion was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey seconded by Councillor P. McGeough and put before the members by a roll call vote, the result of which was as follows:

For:
Councillors S. Keelan, P. McGeough, I. Munster, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, T. Sharkey





Total:
6

Against:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, M. Grehan, J. Lennon, J. McConville, J. Ryan, P. Savage, O. Tully




Total:
9

Absent:
Councillors T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd



Total:
10

Abstain:
Councillor F. McCoy




Total:
1
9.4
From Councillor Imelda Munster
“That this Council, noting that 

-
over five years since publication of the National Childcare Strategy childcare provision is still, in the words of the Strategy, “uncoordinated, variable in quality and in short supply”.

-
delivery of childcare places and improved infrastructure under the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme (EOCP) has been subject to long delays due to the protracted review of funding by the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform:

urges the Government to plan strategically up to and beyond the completion of the EOCP in 2006 to enable all parents to reconcile their childcare needs with participation in the labour force, education and training:

and calls on the Government to:

· harmonise maternity leave on an all-Ireland basis by increasing maternity leave to 26 weeks paid and 26 weeks unpaid and harmonise paternity leave on an all-Ireland basis by introducing paid paternity entitlements of two weeks per child

· provide greater assistance to parents, especially those on lower incomes, with the cost of childcare

· increase revenue for the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme, including capital, staffing and operational funding and immediately expedite all outstanding applications which have been delayed due to the review of the Programme

· Reinstate the Creche Supplement and the VTOS childcare supports, the cutting of which have caused severe hardship to parents and children in disadvantaged communities

· review the ‘Childcare Facilities: Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ to assess effectiveness of the guidelines and investigate the possibility of introducing legislation in line with Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 to require developers to construct childcare facilities in housing developments and to transfer these to the ownership of the local authority upon completion.”  

The motion was proposed by Councillor I. Munster seconded by Councillor J. Ryan and agreed.

9.5
From Councillor Oliver Tully

“That Louth Council draw up a revised strategy/policy for the implementation of its roads 50/50 scheme and its Local Improvement Scheme (L.I.S.).”

The motion proposed by Councillor O. Tully was seconded by Councillor J. Lennon was agreed by all the members present.

9.6
From Councillor Finnan McCoy
“That the members of Louth County Council contribute €100.00 from their respective allocations towards the provison of a monument to former Councillor Mr. Bernard Markey R.I.P. which would be located in College Park, Ardee.”

The motion was withdrawn by Councillor F. McCoy with the agreement of the members present.

That concluded the meeting.

Signed: _________________

Date: ________________

               Cathaoirleach
