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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Council Chamber, County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 19th September, 2005. 
In attendance:     Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor P. Savage

        Other Members:
Cllrs:    M. Bellew,   D. Breathnach, 

T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D'arcy, A.       Donohoe, M. Grehan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy,   I. Munster,   G. Nash, M. O’Dowd,  K. O’Heiligh,  T. Reilly, J. Ryan, T. Sharkey, O. Tully.                                                            




Officials:

M. Moloney, County Manager







R. Kenny, Director of Services






J. Martin, Director of Services







J. McGuinness, Director of Services







T. Davis, Head of Finance







M. Curran, Director of Services







P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer







C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer







P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer







M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer







G. Duffy, Senior Planner

A. Sheridan, Env. Awareness Officer

Apologies:

Cllr. S. Keelan
Minute No. 91/05
Section 140’s
It was proposed by Councillor J. Loughran seconded by Councillor P. McGeough and agreed to defer items 1 and 3 until later in the meeting.
Minute No. 92/05
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 18th July was proposed by Councillor F. Maher and seconded by Councillor J. Lennon.  Two amendments to the minutes were agreed at the meeting.
Minute no. 80/05

The following sentence to be included in the minute – 

“The plans for the right of way shall be presented to the full council for their approval”

Minute no. 90/05

The word “full” to be substituted for the word “few”.

Minute No. 93/05
Matters Arising

Minute no. 84/05 – P. Fitzsimons confirmed that the meeting was held with the residents and a number of issues raised.  He stated that a report on the meeting would be made available to the members.

Minute no. 83/05 – P. Fitzsimons confirmed that traffic calming measures would be incorporated into the scheme details of which would be made available to the members.

Minute no. 79/05 – J. Martin confirmed that the report on the feasibility of the inclusion of a roundabout has not been completed but that same would be presented to the Area Committee when available.

Minute no. 88/05 – G. Duffy, Senior Planner gave an update on his meeting with the Area members.
Minute No. 94/05

River Basin District Advisory Councils
A powerpoint presentation on the establishment of River Basin District Advisory Councils was given by Alan Barr from RPS Consultants and Tony McNally, Project Co-ordinator with Donegal County Council.  A number of issues were raised including the following: 
· Funding of the project.
· The monitoring which will take place to ensure the standard of rivers will improve.

· Whether there will be sufficient water to meet people’s needs.

· De-zoning of sea water.

· Responsibility of local authorities.

· Whether this project will debar any local management of rivers.
Mr. Alan Barr of RPS Consultants and Mr. Tony McNally, Project Co-ordinator with Donegal County Council responded to the issues raised.  

Minute No. 95/05

Material Contravention of the County Development Plan
It was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey seconded by Councillor J. Loughran to materially contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission to Robert Watters, Turf Road, Edentubber, Ravensdale. This proposal was brought forward on foot of the County Manager’s recommendation as circulated.  
A vote was taken the result of which was as follows:-
For: 
Cllrs:      M. Bellew,   D. Breathnach,   T. Clare,    J. D’Arcy,  
 A. Donohoe,    J. Lennon,     J. Loughran,  D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully



Total:  23

Abstain:
Cllr.  M. Grehan

Absent:
Cllrs. T. Brennan, S. Keelan

Accordingly it was agreed to materially contravene the County Development Plan in order to grant permission to Robert Watters, Turf Road, Edentubber, Ravensdale to construct a bungalow dwelling waste water treatment system and associated site development works at Turf Road, Edentubber, Ravensdale, Dundalk.
Minute No. 96/05

Material Contravention of the County Development Plan
It was proposed by Councillor F. McCoy, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly to contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission, subject to conditions to John and Michelle Hennessy, 20 Cornmill, William Street, Ardee for a 1.5 storey dwellinghouse, a detached domestic garage, a waste water treatment system and percolation area at Churchtown, Ardee, Co. Louth.  A roll call vote ensued the result of which was as follows:-
For:
Cllrs:  M. Bellew, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, J. Lennon, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, O. Tully   

Total:   18

Against:
Cllrs: J. Loughran, I. Munster, T. Sharkey    

Total: 3
Abstain:
Cllrs: D. Breathnach, P. McGeough, K. Meenan
Absent:
Cllrs: T. Brennan, S. Keelan
As the proposal failed to receive the required 19 votes it was declared defeated.

Minute No. 97/05

Draft Replacement Waste Management Plan
A presentation on the plan and public consultation was given by R. Kenny, Director of Services.  Councillor M. Grehan and Councillor G. Nash requested that their dissatisfaction with the plan be put on record while a number of other Councillors expressed dissatisfaction with some elements of the draft plan.  A number of issues including the following were also raised by the members and these were responded to by R. Kenny and A. Sheridan.
· The need to improve the maintenance of bring banks.

· A request that chicken litter be excluded from the items regarded as slurry.

· Proposed Drogheda Civic Amenity Centre.

· The recycling target.

· The list of facilities which accepts rubble from the demolition of old houses.

· Financial cost of incineration.

· Kerbside collection rate.

· The possibility of a tax on disposable cups.
· A request that a green bin be provided to every household by the end of the year.

Minute No. 98/05
Suspension of Standing Orders
On the proposal of Councillor T. Brennan seconded by Councillor J. McConville members unanimously agreed to suspend Standing Orders in order to extend the meeting to 2.30pm.
Minute No. 99/05

Section 140 – withdrawal of enforcement proceedings against the four community volunteers
On the proposal of Councillor J. Ryan seconded by Councillor M. Grehan it was agreed to defer this item until the next meeting.
Minute No. 100/05

Nomination of two members to the Neagh Bann River Basin District Advisory Council
The following nominations were made for membership of the Neagh Bann River Basin District Advisory Council:-

Councillor D. Breathnach was proposed by Councillor T. Reilly and seconded by Councillor J. McConville.

Councillor M. Bellew was proposed by Councillor J. Ryan seconded by Councillor F. McCoy.

Councillor T. Sharkey was proposed by Councillor I. Munster seconded by Councillor P. McGeough.

A roll call vote was taken wherein each member voted for 2 nominees.  The result of the vote was as follows:-

For Councillor M. Bellew:
Cllrs:   M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, M. Grehan, J. Lennon, D. Lynch, J. McConville, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, J. Ryan, J. Loughran, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully





Total 23      
For Councillor D. Breathnach:
Cllrs:  F. Maher, T. Reilly, P. Savage, O. Tully, M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, M. Grehan, J. Lennon, D. Lynch, J. McConville, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, J. Ryan
Total 16
For Councillor T. Sharkey:
Cllrs: J. Loughran, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, K. Meenan, I. Munster, K. O’Heiligh, T. Sharkey





Total 7
Absent:



Cllrs:  A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Mulroy
Accordingly the two members selected to sit on the Neagh Bann River Basin District Advisory Council were Councillor M. Bellew and Councillor D. Breathnach.

Minute 101/05

Nomination of two members to the Eastern River Basin District Advisory Council
The following nominations were made for membership of the Eastern River Basin District Advisory Council:-

Councillor O. Tully was proposed by Councillor T. Brennan and seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy.

Councillor J. Loughran was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey and seconded by Councillor I. Munster.
Councillor J. McConville was proposed by Councillor F. Maher and seconded by Councillor T. Reilly.

A roll call vote was taken wherein each member voted for 2 nominees.  The result of the vote was as follows:-

For Councillor O. Tully:
Cllrs: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, M. Grehan, J. Lennon, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, F. Maher, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, O. Tully





Total 18
For Councillor J. Loughran:
Cllrs:  J. Loughran, P. McGeough, K. Meenan, I. Munster, K. O’Heiligh, T. Sharkey





Total 6
For Councillor J. McConville:
Cllrs: M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, M. Grehan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully





Total 22
Absent:



Cllrs:  A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Mulroy
Minute 102/05

To approve the borrowing of €680,000 for provision of Broadband Service in County Louth 
It was proposed by Councillor T. Brennan, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy and agreed to approve the borrowing of €680,000 for the provision of Broadband Service in Louth.
Minute 103/05

To approve publication of proposal to increase the speed limit to 100kph on section of the following roads
R132

Drogheda to Dundalk

R211

Mooremount to Cappoge
R173/R175
Dundalk to Greenore

R176

Jameswell to Carlingford

J. Martin, Director of Services gave details of the procedure involved.  It was then proposed by Councillor P. McGeough, seconded by Councillor T. Clare and agreed to approve the publication of a proposal to increase the speed limit to 100kph on section of the above roads.
Minute 104/05

To approve the imposition of a 5 ton weight restriction on the Obelisk Bridge and the following local secondary roads

LS-6277-0

Kellystown to Blackhall

LS-6309-0

Cartown to Carronstown

LS-6327-0

Beaulieu Cross to Beaulieu

It was proposed by Councillor O. Tully and seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd to approve the imposition of a 5 ton weigh restriction on the Obelisk Bridge and the above local secondary roads.  Councillor G. Nash stated that it was his view that public consultation should take place prior to a decision being taken on the matter and proposed that the procedure adopted by Drogheda Borough Council when imposing a weight restriction on Crosslanes should also be implemented in these cases.  This was seconded by Councillor I. Munster and unanimously agreed by the members.  

Minute 105/05

To consider report prepared under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 – Expansion of Bring Bank Network

Following a brief discussion on the need for Bring Banks to be in central areas and to be emptied on a regular basis it was proposed by Councillor T. Brennan seconded by Councillor T. Clare and agreed to approve the report.

Minute 106/05

SPC Chairpersons Reports

Housing and Community & Enterprise
D. Breathnach reported that the main issue which was dealt with at the SPC Meeting held on Thursday 21st July 2005 was the policy on Tenant Participation in Housing Management which was discussed and endorsed by the committee.

Infrastructure
J. Lennon informed the members that the Infrastructure SPC received a presentation on Taxis, Hackneys and Limousines and on the Mid Louth Water          and Ground Water         on 28th July.  The speed limit Bye-Laws
Corporate, Recreation & Amenity
M. O’Dowd informed the members that the Corporate SPC held on 21st July received a Progress Report on the Sports and Recreation Strategy and a presentation on the Artist in Residence Scheme.  Suggestions for items to be included in the proposed Customer Charter were also made by the members at the meeting.

Minute 107/05

Roads & Marine Progress Report

Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:
· Commencement of contract on Main Street, Blackrock.
· Chicanes in Tallanstown.
· Stabannon – speed limits.
· Need for money to be provided in Estimates for trimming of grass verges. 

· Coastal erosion.
· Completion of works at Monasterboice on link to Motorway.
· Flooding at Baltray – need for wall height to be increased.
· Northern Cross Route – purchase of land along route.
· Need to address problem of ragwort in public places.
· Newtownbalregan – Dundalk By-Pass – Ballymac roundabout – request for copy of map which includes cycle lane details.
· EuroRap Report/Survey – copy of submission to NRA on Dundalk/Castleblayney Road to be circulated to the members when available.
· Power hosing of signs.
Minute No. 108 /05

Notices of Motions 

16.2 From Councillor T. Clare

“That this council consider as a matter of urgency the provision of school and road safety measures adjacent to Scoil Mhuire na Trocaire, Hale Street, Ardee”.

Coucnillor T. Clare stated that he was satisfied with the response on the matter.

16.3 From Councillor I. Munster

“That this council give a commitment to fund and make provision for a proper pedestrian bridge at Termonfeckin adjoining the existing bridge and include it in the next roadworks programme.  This bridge will provide safe and adequate access for both pedestrians and cyclists in a growing community”.
Proposed by Councillor I. Munster and seconded by Councillor T. Sharkey.  Councillor I. Munster also requested that the cost of the work would be included in the estimates for 2006.

Minute No. 109/05
18.1 From Councillors G. Nash, A. Donohoe, J. McConville, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, O. Tully

“That this council recognises the status of Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda as a Regional Centre for Excellence.  Furthermore, Louth County Council is committed to providing whatever support and assistance is necessary to the Health Services Executive (HSE) and the Department of Health and Children to ensure that the hospital is allowed to develop and expand its services in Drogheda in the interests of the provision of a state of the art health service in this region and accessible health care for the people of Louth and the North East”.

The motion was noted by the members.

18.2 From Councillor D. Breathnach
“That Louth County Council review its policy of signposting with a view to ensuring that relevant tourism signage is provided at a reasonable cost to the tourism provider and businesses who need same”.

On the proposal of Councillor D. Breathnach, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy.  It was agreed that the issue would be raised at the next Infrastructure SPC.

18.4 From Councillor T. Sharkey
“This council agrees with the family of the late Mr. Seamus Ludlow in their call for a full public independent inquiry into his unlawful killing.  This council will write to An Taoiseach, the Minister for Equality, Justice and Law Reform in relation to this matter”.

Proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly.  Councillor T. Brennan requested that the request to the Minister should also include a call for an inquiry into the killing of Tom Oliver and this was seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd.  The Chairman asked if the approval of the respective families had been obtained.  Councillor T. Sharkey confirmed that the approval of the Ludlow family had been obtained.  Councillor T. Brennan stated that he had not spoken directly to the Oliver family on the matter.  Councillor T. Sharkey requested that the matter should be dealt with on an individual basis.  It was then agreed to pass the original motion in relation to Seamus Ludlow and Councillor T. Brennan agreed to consult the Oliver family.

Notices of Question

17.1 From Councillor M. O’Dowd

“To ask Louth County Council if Planning Permission has been granted for the quarrying operations in Dunleer and if this permission is open ended in respect of the acreage that can be quarried or if there is a specific limit on the extent of the acreage”.

Councillor M. O’Dowd expressed his satisfaction with the reply.

17.2 From Councillor M. O’Dowd

“To ask Louth County Council what action has been taken in respect of the report commissioned from TJ O’Connor & Associates in relation to the flooding on lower reaches of the Termonfeckin River”.

Councillor M. O’Dowd expressed his satisfaction with the reply.

Minute No. 110/05
Conference Approval

Approval was given to the attendance of members at conferences as set out hereunder:-
	14 – 19 August 05
	The Parnell Society
	Parnell Summer School 2005
	Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow
	D. Breathnach
A. Donohoe

	30 September – 2 October 05
	Greystones Town Council
	The Role of Las in the promotion of public order
	Greystones, Co. Wicklow
	M. O’Dowd

	6 – 7 October 05
	South Kerry Life Education Mobile Ltd
	Getting a Grip
	Killarney
	F. McCoy

T. Reilly

J. Lennon

	5 – 7 October 05
	Cumann an Phiarsaigh
	Conference on Planning
	Killybegs
	T. Reilly

J. Lennon

J. D’Arcy

T. Brennan

J. Ryan


 
 
Signed: _________________

Date: ________________

               Cathaoirleach
