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 LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Council Chamber, County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 14th March 2005 at 10.00am.

In attendance:    Cathaoirleach:

Councillor T. Brennan

Other Members:
Councillor M Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Clare, J D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully 


       Officials:

Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager







Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services







Ms. R. Kenny, Director of Services







Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services







Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Exec Officer







Ms. M. Murtagh, Senor Exec Officer






Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner


Mr. P. Fallon, Senior Engineer







Mr. W. Walsh, Senior Exec Officer

Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. B. Murphy, Administrative Officer






Ms. C. Vaughan, Senior Social Worker
Minute No. 25/05
Minutes
Amendment to Minute No. 24/05 with regard to Motion 9.2 from Councillor T. Reilly.  It was noted that Councillor J. Loughran was absent and not Councillor J. Lennon as indicated.
The minutes of the meeting held on 14th March, 2005 were adopted on the proposal of Councillor M. Bellew, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly.         
Minute No. 26/05
Director of Service report on mobilisation of fire service. 

Ms. R. Kenny Director of Services outlined the mobilisation arrangements which are in place for County Louth. A number of specific incidents were raised by Councillor O’Heiligh.  He agreed to forward details of same to Ms. R. Kenny who will respond directly to himself.
Minute No. 27/05
Material Contravention of County Development Plan
It was decided following consultation with Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner, and Mr.  R. Watters to withdraw the Section 140 motion to materially contravene the County Development Plan to facilitate further discussion with the applicant.
Minute No. 28/05
To Consider Report Prepared Under Part 8 of The Planning & Development Regulations 2001 – Construction  of a Sludge Thickening Tank At Blackrock Wastewater Treatment Plant, Blackrock, Co. Louth
Councillor D. Lynch pointed out that the map attached re above was out of date. Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services stated that the area would be known to local residents. 
It was agreed that the proposed development would be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report on the proposal of Councillor D. Lynch, seconded by Councillor P. Savage.
Minute No. 29/05
Service Indicators
The County Manager outlined the background to the evolution of the Service Indicators, their purpose being to improve service delivery. The 42 indicators will be published in the annual report and have already been presented to the CPG. The usefulness of the indicators in the future for year on year comparisons was also highlighted. Local indicators were also referred to which would allow Louth County Council to benchmark itself on areas not covered by the National Indicators.
A discussion followed focussing on the resources required for compilation of such indicators, the favourable results achieved, collection of segregated waste, Housing re-lets, Library Membership, the need for CCTV at recycling facilities and progress on the civic amenity centre for Drogheda.
Clarification was provided as follows:-
· Segregated waste collection figures are provided by private contractors

· Rent arrears issues.
The Cathaoirleach Councillor T. Brennan asked Councillors to be vigilant in bringing instances of illegal dumping of waste at recycling facilities to the attention of Louth Co Council staff to supplement the proposed CCTV cameras at dumping blackspots.
Minute No. 30/05
Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005–2008 – To Consider Report On Submissions And Adoption Of Programme
Discussion took place regarding the programme particularly in relation to the temporary site at Killineer and the previously proposed site at Drumleck. Councillors urged Louth County Council to redouble its efforts to provide accommodation in the County in line with the progress made in Drogheda and Dundalk.

Compliments were expressed regarding the efforts of Ms. C. Vaughan Senior Social Worker and Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer in compiling same. 

The Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005-2008 as presented was adopted with unanimous support.  It was formally proposed by Councillor D. Breathnach and was seconded by Councillor K. Meenan.  
Minute No. 31/05
SPC Chairpersons Reports
Report of Strategic Policy Committees Activities

Housing & Community Development 
Councillor D. Breathnach, Chairperson of this Strategic Policy committee reported on the most recent meeting of this committee.  He referred in particular to the following matters

· Traveller Accommodation Plan

· Work Programme for 2005 which will include the provision of defibrillators in the community and the scheme of lettings priorities for Louth County Council.
Planning
Councillor S. Keelan, Chairperson of the Strategic Policy Committee reported on the most recent meeting of this Committee, items discussed.
· Planning Strategy for Greater Northern Area

· County Development Plan 2003-2009

Corporate
Councillor M. O’Dowd, Chairperson of the Corporate Strategic Policy Committee reported on work completed since the last meeting.  Items discussed and ratified included:
· Library Development Plan

· County Arts Plan

Progress was also reported in relation to both the County Play Policy and Recreation, Sports & Leisure Strategy.
Minute No. 32/05
ROADS & MARINE PROGRESS REPORT  

A wide range of issues were raised and responded to by Director of Services, Ms. J. Martin, including:
· Accommodation works pertaining to Dundalk Western By Pass

· Signage

· Re-surfacing at Faughart

· Port Oriel Works

· Port Beach

· Percentage for Art scheme

Congratulations were extended regarding the Rockmarshall Road Project.
Minute No. 33/05
Notice of motion 9.1 ( Notice of Motion from Councillor P. McGeough

“That this council welcomes the Sinn Féin proposals for a Green Paper on Re-unification, calling on the Irish Government to initiate a consultation process across society on the future shape of a new Ireland.

That this Council also welcomes the SDLP’s United Ireland Strategy – A Better Way, a Better Ireland


That this Council recognises the need for adequate preparation in advance of re-unification and that this council endorses the call for the Dublin government to lead an immediate and extensive consultation process with all sections of society – including unionism – on a Green paper for the re-unification of Ireland.”

A debate on the motion took place during which the following amendment was proposed by Councillor J. D’Arcy and Seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach.

“Louth County Council supports the Government in its efforts to achieve the full implementation of the GFA, at this difficult time. It recognizes the settled opinion of the Forum for Peace and Reconciliation that a unitary state is the most desired end and sees the building of trust between all parties involved, through the full implementation of the GFA as the best way forward at the present time.”
A roll call vote, on the amendment resulted as follows: 
For:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, J. D’Arcy, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd,  T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, 









Total: 19
Against:
0
Absent:
Councillors T. Clare, A, Donohoe, M. Grehan, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, K. O’Heiligh, O. Tully



Total:
7
Abstain:
0
Accordingly the amendment was carried.
Minute No. 34/05
Conference Approval

Approval was given to the attendance of members at conferences as set out hereunder.

A.M.A.I. – Spring Seminar 2005

Letterkenny – 11 to 12 February 2005

-
J. Ryan

Kerry Literacy & Cultural Centre – Heritage Development

Listowel – 17 to 18 February 2005

-
J. D’Arcy

Colmcille Heritage Trust – 16th Colmcille Winter School Conference

Letterkenny – 25 to 27 February 2005

-
J. Ryan

-
J. D’Arcy

-
J. Lennon

-
T. Reilly

-
F. McCoy

-
D. Breathnach

Suicide Committee – Suicide Prevention & Awareness

Co. Leitrim – 18 to 19 February 2005

-
S. Keelan

-
M. O’Dowd

General Council of County Councils – Annual Conference

Enfield, Co. Meath – 3 to 5 March 2005

-
G. Nash

-
S. Keelan

-
T. Reilly

-
O. Tully

-
D. Breathnach

-
F. McCoy

-
J. Lennon

Clonmel Borough Council – 4th Annual Clonmel Conference

Clonmel – 4 to 5 March 2005

-
J. Ryan

-
M. Bellew

-
D. Lynch

-
M. O’Dowd
L.A.M.A. – 22nd Annual Conference

Cork – 31 March to 1 April 2005

-
D. Lynch

-
S. Keelan

-
M. Bellew

-
J. Ryan

-
T. Reilly

-
F. McCoy

-
J. Lennon

Cork County Council – Annual Mayor’s Conference

Bantry, Co. Cork – 14 to 15 April 2005

-
S. Keelan

Kerry Environmental Recognition – 14th Annual Conference

Ballybunion, Co. Kerry – 4 to 7 May 2005

-
S. Keelan

-
M. Bellew

Nuclear Free Local Authorities Secretariat – 7th Irish & UK LA Standing Conference on Nuclear Hazards

Drogheda – 10 to 11 March 2005

-
M. Bellew

Carlow Tourism – Carlow Tourism National Conference

Carlow – 24 to 25 February 2005

-
F. McCoy

-
J. D’Arcy

-
T. Reilly

-
J. Lennon

Signed: _________________

Date: ________________

               Cathaoirleach
