LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Council Chamber, County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 17th January 2005 at 10.00am.
In attendance:    Cathaoirleach:

Councillor T. Brennan

 Other Members:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, 


T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, 


S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, 


D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, 


P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, 


J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, 


M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, 


J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully




       Officials:

M. Moloney, County Manager







J. McGuinness, Director of Services






J. Martin, Director of Services






R. Kenny, Director of Services






M. Curran, Director of Services






A. Davis, Head of Finance






P. Donnelly, Senior Exec Officer






M. Murtagh, Senior Exec Officer






P. Fitzsimons, Senior Exec Officer






W. Walsh, Senior Exec Officer







G. Duffy, Senior Planner






B. Eaton, Staff Officer



       -----------------------------------------


Minute No. 1/05
Immediately prior to the commencement of the formal meeting, the Cathaoirleach raised the issue of the non receipt of the January Agenda by the members.  The Chairman clarified that this was due to delays in the postal service as the Agendas were hand delivered to the Post Office on Tuesday 11th January.  Members expressed anger with the Postal Service and a number of suggestions were made which included the privatisation of the postal service, the issuing of Agendas and correspondence by e-mail, a request to An Post to return to the system whereby local post was sorted locally and an explanation to be sought from An Post.  It was agreed that the Council should write to An Post for an explanation.  
Minute No. 2/05
Minutes
· On the proposal of Councillor T. Sharkey, seconded by Councillor F. Maher the minutes of the meetings held on 29th November, 2nd December and 13th December were adopted.

· Minutes of Corporate Policy Group meeting and Area Committee meeting were noted.

Minute No. 3/05
Proposed Variation to the Termonfeckin/Baltray Local Area Plan 

Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner gave the background to the need for a variation of the plan and explained that it did not involve the zoning of any additional lands.  It was proposed by Councillor J. Mulroy, seconded by Councillor J. McConville that the proposed variation should proceed to public display.  An amendment was then proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor G. Nash that the proposed variations should not proceed to public display.

The amendment proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor G. Nash was put before the members by a roll call vote, the result of which as follows:

For:

Councillors G. Nash, M. O’Dowd
Total - 2
Against:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, J. D’Arcy, 
A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, 
J. McConville, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, 
I. Munster, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Total - 21

Abstain:
Councillor T. Clare
Total - 1

Absent:
Councillors M. Grehan, F. McCoy
Total - 2
The motion proposed by Councillor J. Mulroy, seconded by Councillor J. McConville was then put before the members by a roll call vote, the result of which was as follows:

For:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, J. D’Arcy, 
A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, 
J. McConville, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, 
I. Munster, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully

Total - 21

Against:
Councillors G. Nash, M. O’Dowd

Total - 2
Abstain:
Councillor T. Clare

Total - 1

Absent:
Councillors M. Grehan, F. McCoy

Total - 2
Accordingly it was resolved that the proposed variation of the Termonfeckin/Baltray Local Area Plan should proceed to public display.

Minute No. 4/05
SPC’s Chairpersons Report

Reports on the various SPC’s were given by the respective Chairpersons.  

Housing, Economic, Community & Enterprise
Councillor D. Breathnach informed the meeting that their first meeting was held on 6th December 2004 when the role and function of the S.P.C. and general housing, community and enterprise issues were discussed.  It was agreed that meetings would be held on a bi-monthly basis with the Scheme of Letting Priorities for Social Housing on the agenda for the next meeting.

Corporate, Recreational & Amenity
Councillor M. O’Dowd gave his report on the first meeting which was held on 2nd December 2004.  The items discussed were the County Sports Recreation and Leisure Strategy and the Play Policy.  The members of the committee had also agreed that meetings would be held every two months with the Official Languages Act being a topic for discussion at a future meeting.
Infrastructure
Councillor J. Lennon gave a brief synopsis of the first meeting which took place on 9th December 2004.  It was agreed that discussion on the policy on speed limits would take place at the next meeting due to be held in February 2005.

Planning
The Chairman, Councillor S. Keelan gave a summary of the items discussed at the first meeting which included the function of the new enforcement section, rural housing design and local needs and the town renewal scheme.  It was agreed that meetings would take place on a bi-monthly basis.

Environment
Councillor M. Bellew gave his report on the first meeting which was held on 16th December 2004.  A presentation on the review of the North East Waste Management Plan was given by the Consultants RPS MC O’Sullivan and a further discussion took place on Louth’s progress in relation to the provision of facilities under the Waste Management Plan.  It was agreed that every second meeting would be held in Drogheda.
Minute No. 5/05

Appointment of members from Drogheda Electoral Area to County Monitoring Group (RAPID)

It was proposed by Councillor O. Tully, seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe and agreed that this item should be referred back to the Drogheda East and West Area Committee meeting for a recommendation.
Minute No. 6/05
Presentation by CRG on Traffic Management Scheme for Ballymascanlon Interchange

The Chairman welcomed Ian Cunningham, CRG Construction Management, Jack Curley, Contractor for Dundalk Joint Venture and Michael Conroy from Mott McDonnell, Project Designer.

Mr. J. Cunningham gave a PowerPoint presentation to the members on the proposed traffic management arrangements for Phases 1, 2 and 3 of the project.

A lengthy discussion ensued during which a number of issues including the following were raised by members and responded to by Ian Cunningham and J. Martin, Director of Services.

· Resultant damage on existing roads

· Concern over possible lengthy traffic delays if all traffic heading northwards is diverted to N1

· Need to cater for cyclists by the provision of cycle lanes 

· The need to ensure that all bollards/cones are maintained and cleaned weekly

· Clarification on priority being given at the R132/N1 T-junction

· Need for people friendly signs and good public relations over the duration of the project

Minute No. 7/05

Presentation on Motor Tax Online Service
A PowerPoint presentation on the online service was given by Barry Eaton.  A number of questions on the system were raised by members and these were responded to by Mr. Eaton.

Minute No. 8/05

Suspension of Standing Orders

It was proposed by Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor K. Meenan and agreed to suspend standing orders to enable the meeting continue for a further 30 minutes.

Minute No. 9/05

Roads Progress Report

Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-

· Compliments paid to the outdoor staff on their work in clearing the roads following the recent storms

· Need to check for damaged trees and a register to be kept – trees are the responsibility of the landowner.  There is no register of trees, only of notices issued to landowners on the removal of dangerous trees

· Meeting between County Council and Department of Marine regarding Annagassan Harbour – no meeting has taken place

· Absence of third class roads on Road Works Programme

· Is the Castleguard link road a temporary measure – yes until Ardee by-pass is completed

· Progress on works on Kilcurry section of Armagh Road – maps being prepared at present

· Update on Northern Cross route – the developers have indicated that they propose to form a single entity for this project
Minute No. 10/05

Suspension of Standing Orders

It was proposed by Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor J. Ryan and agreed to suspend standing orders to enable the meeting continue for a further 15 minutes.

Minute No. 11/05

Correspondence

It was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey, seconded by Councillor P. McGeough and agreed that Louth County Council would support the notice put forward by Tipperary, “calling on the Government and An Post to sustain the Post Office network both urban and rural and to automate non-automated offices.”

Minute No. 12/05

Conference Approval
Approval was given to the attendance of members at conferences as set out hereunder.

Newmarket Community Development Association – The Duhallow Conference
Kanturk, Co. Cork – 20 to 22 January 2005

-
M. Bellew
-
J. Lennon

-
J. Ryan

-
O. Tully

-
T. Reilly

-
F. McCoy

Antrim Borough Council – Tourism Conference

Dunadry, Co. Antrim – 28 & 29 January 2005

-
O. Tully
A.M.A.I. – Spring Seminar 2005

Letterkenny – 11 & 12 February 2005

-
O. Tully

-
D. Breathnach

-
M. O’Dowd

-
A. Donohoe

Kerry Literacy & Cultural Centre – Heritage Development

Listowel – 17 & 18 February 2005

-
O. Tully

-
A. Donohoe

Colmcille Heritage Trust – 16th Colmcille Winter School Conference

Letterkenny – 25 to 27 February 2005

-
O. Tully

Irish Academy of Public Relations – Public Relations & the Elected Representative

Galway – 26 & 27 January 2005

-
O. Tully

-
M. Bellew

-
A. Donohoe

-
J. Lennon

-
T. Reilly

-
F. McCoy

-
J. D’Arcy

Cumann Merriman – Merriman Winter School
Bunratty, Co. Clare – 28 to 30 January 2005

-
M. Bellew
-
M. O’Dowd

Local Government Planning Service – Seminar for Councillors
Dungarvan – 4 & 5 February 2005

-
M. Bellew
-
M. O’Dowd

-
J. Ryan

Suicide Committee – Suicide Prevention & Awareness

Co. Leitrim – 18 & 19 February 2005

-
M. Bellew

-
A. Donohoe

-
P. McGeough

Signed: _________________

Date: ________________

               Cathaoirleach
