LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Council Chamber, County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 21st February 2005 at 10.00am.

In attendance:    Cathaoirleach:

Councillor T. Brennan

Other Members:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully



       Officials:

Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager







Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services







Ms. R. Kenny, Director of Services







Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services







Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance







Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services

Ms. C. Moss, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Exec Officer







Ms. M. Murtagh, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner


Mr. P. Fallon, Senior Engineer







Mr. W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer







Mr. B. Harten, Arts Officer







Mr. Noel Redmond, Sports & Recreation Officer







       -----------------------------------------

Minute No. 13/05

Suspension of Standing Orders

It was proposed by Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor M. Grehan and agreed to suspend standing orders to enable the Council to seek clarification from Louth Fire Services on the new mobilisation instructions.  The general call procedure is not in line with the 1992 Agreement or current practice.
Councillor O’Heiligh referred to an incident in Drogheda to which the retained firemen in Drogheda were not called in accordance with normal procedures.  Ms. R. Kenny, Director of Services stated that issues regarding procedures were normally raised through the Union but agreed to examine the issues with the Fire Service and would report back to the members.

Minute No. 14/05
Section 140
It was proposed by Councillor S. Keelan and seconded by Councillor P. Savage to Materially Contravene the County Development Plan subject to two extra conditions:

(a) the charging of levies and 

(b) the submission of a landscaping plan.

A discussion ensued in the size of the dwelling, the montage shown in the documentation and the adequacy of the road.  A roll call vote was taken:
In favour:
M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully






Total:
26

Against:




Total:
0
Accordingly it was resolved to materially contravene the County Development Plan subject to two extra conditions on the charging of levies and the production of a landscaping plan.

Minute No. 15/05
Minutes
Councillor T. Sharkey requested an amendment to Minute No. 2/05 stating that he did not propose the minutes of the November and December meetings as stated in the minutes.  Accordingly the minutes were amended to read that the minutes of the meetings held on 29th November, 2nd December and 13th December 2004 were proposed by Councillor P. Savage.

The minutes of the meeting held on 17th January 2005 were then adopted on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage seconded by Councillor J. McConville.
Minute No. 16/05
Sports, Recreation & Leisure Strategy – Presentation by Holohan Consultants
It was proposed by Councillor P. McGeough that all presentations should be made after the notices of motions were discussed.  Following a brief discussion it was agreed to proceed with the presentation and that the matter would be referred to the protocol committee for a recommendation.
A PowerPoint presentation on the extent of the public consultation which will be undertaken for the completion of the Sports, Recreation and Leisure Strategy was given by G. Holohan and J. Gillen from Holohan Consultants.

A number of issues including the following were raised by members and responded to by G. Holohan.

· The possibility of a Development Officer for Sport in each electoral area
· The present lack of availability of school facilities during summer holidays, weekends etc. when schools are closed
· Need for large park areas to be controlled by the municipal authority
· No facilities in the County at present for skateboarding
· Full audit needed of all Council and non-Council facilities
· The need for money to be made available for coaching
·  Any future lease of land made by the Local Authority with sporting clubs etc. should be short-term leases
· The facilities presently available in the different areas of the County

Minute No. 17/05
March Monthly Meeting

It was proposed by Councillor F. McCoy, seconded by Councillor J. McConville and agreed that the March monthly meeting will take place on Monday 14th March at 10.00am.

Minute No. 18/05
S.P.C’s Chairpersons Report

Reports on the various S.P.C’s were given by the respective Chairpersons.

Housing, Economic Community and Enterprise

Councillor D. Breathnach stated that there had been an improved attendance at the meeting held on 17th January.  The main issue discussed was the scheme of letting priorities and it was agreed that there should be a penalty on the people who refuse accommodation offered to them.

Infrastructure 

Councillor J. Lennon informed the meeting that the Infrastructure S.P.C meetings will be held on the first Thursday of every second month.  A workplan was agreed at the February meeting which includes broadband, coastal protection and sustainable transport policy.  The main item discussed at the February meeting was the issue of speed limits with a general consensus that there should be a 30kph in the vicinity of schools at school times and in housing estates and that the limits on the R173 and R132 should be increased to 100kph.

Environment

Councillor M. Bellew stated that the attendance at the February meeting was disappointing.  Two presentations were made at the meeting, one by P. O’Brien, Executive Engineer on radon gas and the other by C.D.M Consultants on the Eastern River Basin.

The meeting also proposed the setting up of a “Louth Tidy Towns Together” Committee.

Corporate, Recreational & Amenity 
Councillor M. O’Dowd gave his report on the meeting held on 19th January 2005.  At that meeting the members received a presentation from Holohan Consultants on the Sports & Recreation Strategy and a briefing on the Play Policy by N. Redmond.  He also informed the members that the committee had forwarded a request to the National Children’s Office that a “Homezone” pilot project be located in Louth.                                                                                                                                                                                           
Minute No. 19/05
Correspondence
Councillor M. Grehan raised the issue of the objection by the members to the proposed incinerator by Indaver Ireland at Carranstown, Duleek and asked if the Council members would be represented at the oral hearing in March.  Following a brief discussion it was proposed by Councillor D. Breathnach, seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy and agreed that Councillor M. Grehan would make a presentation at the oral hearing on behalf of the members.

Minute No. 20/05
Special Meeting

It was proposed by Councillor O. Tully seconded by Councillor M. Grehan and agreed by a show of hands to hold a special meeting on Monday 28th February at 6.00pm in order to clear the agenda.

That concluded the meeting.

Signed: _________________

Date: ________________

               Cathaoirleach
