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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Four Seasons Hotel, Carlingford on Wednesday 7th December, 2005 at 6.00pm
In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor P. Savage

Other Members:
 Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Officials:

Ms M. Moloney, County Manager





Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services






Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services






Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance






Ms C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer







Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






Ms B. Woods, Financial Accountant






Mr. W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner



Apologies:

Councillors K. Meenan & T. Clare
--------------------------------------

Minute No. 146/05
MInutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 21st November, 2005 were proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd and seconded by Councillor M. Bellew.  Two amendments were agreed at the meeting:-

· The Notice of Motion 14.1 was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey, seconded by Councillor J. Loughran and agreed.

· Minute 136/05 – Councillor T. Brennan requested that a reference be made in the minute that he had a number of concerns in relation to the proposed Housing Scheme and that bullet point 4 would read “the facilitation of developments”.

The minutes of the SPC meeting was noted by the members.
Minute No. 147/05
To approve Rental Accommodation Scheme – Agreements with Dundalk Town Council and Drogheda Borough Council under Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2001

P. Fitzsimons advised the members that the scheme had been approved by Drogheda Borough Council.  The scheme was then proposed by Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor T. Brennan and agreed by the members.

Minute No. 148/05
To consider report prepared under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 – proposed Housing Scheme at Coast Road, Carlingford
Following a query by Councillor T. Brennan in relation to the need for a masterplan for the area, G. Duffy, Senior Planner stated that it would be beneficial to look at a masterplan framework for the area and the issues raised by the members at the previous meeting could be addressed in such a masterplan.  It was then proposed by Councillor T. Brennan, seconded by Councillor P. Savage and agreed that Louth County Council would carry out a masterplan for the area.  The report prepared under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 for the proposed Housing Scheme at Coast Road, Carlingford with the commitment that a masterplan would be carried out for the area was then proposed by Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor T. Sharkey and agreed.
Minute No. 149/05
Drogheda North Local Area Plan – approval to go on public display – presentation by Stephen Ward, Planning Consultant and Team

A presentation on the plan was given by Stephen Ward, Planning Consultant.

It was proposed by Councillor J. Mulroy and seconded by Councillor O. Tully to proceed to public display with the draft plan together with changes agreed at the meeting of 28th November 2005 listed in the document circulated at the meeting.

A discussion followed which raised a number of issues including the following:-
· Need for time element to be included in the legal agreement.
· The building of the Northern Cross route thus removing the port traffic from the town is an immediate gain for Drogheda.
· Phasing of development on the reserved attenuation area – the phasing will be amended if recommended following the receipt of the flow/flood study.

· The need for a secondary school in the plan – the area outside the plan allows for institutional facilities and a positive decision was made at an early stage on the appropriateness of this location for 2nd or 3rd level school.
· The need to obtain the views of the Department of Education, Bus Eireann, ESB etc.

· Need for commitment on funding for primary schools.

· Need for assessment of school requirements to be carried out.

· The removal of the railway station from the plan.

· The increase in the number of houses in the plan.

· Funding not presently available for the purchase of lands for the provision of the road.

A show of hands was then taken on the proposal made by Councillor J. Mulroy the result of which was as follows:-
For:
Cllrs. T. Brennan, J. McConville, J. Mulroy, F. Maher, K. O’Heiligh, A. Donohoe, M. O’Dowd, J. Lennon, S. Keelan, F. McCoy, T. Reilly, M. Bellew, J. Ryan, D. Lynch, D. Breathnach, P. Savage.     

Total 16
Against:
Cllrs. J. Loughran, I. Munster, T. Sharkey, P. McGeough.
Total 4
Absent:
Cllrs. J. D’Arcy, O’Tully, M. Grehan, G. Nash, K. Meenan, T. Clare.


Total 6

Accordingly it was resolved to proceed to public display with the draft plan together with the amendments listed in the document circulated at the meeting.
Minute No. 150/05
To consider report prepared under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 – construction of cemetery at Newtown Cross, Newtownstalaban, Drogheda
The report was proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor J. McConville and agreed by the members.
Minute No. 151/05
Adoption of the scheme for the allocation of Affordable Housing
Following clarification on the points system the scheme together with 4 amendments in the document circulated to the members at the meeting was proposed by Councillor T. Reilly seconded by Councillor F. McCoy and unanimously agreed by a show of hands.
Minute No. 152/05
Speed Limits
A brief discussion took place following a query by Councillor A. Donohoe on the speed limit at Bawntaffe.  It was then proposed by Councillor K. O’Heiligh seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe and agreed to adopt the County of Louth (Regional Road Speed Limits) Bye-laws 2005 subject to the removal of the section of road at Bawntaffe from the schedule.
Minute No. 153/05
Roads and Marine Progress Report
Following a request for clarification on the route for the East-West corridor J. Martin, Director of Services referred to the National Roads Authority strategic study completed in 2001 which identified the preferred route which was subsequently detailed in the Regional Planning Guidelines which were adopted  in 2004.            
Councillor F. McCoy called for the incorporation of ramps on a number of areas in Ardee and following a short discussion on the issue it was agreed that a policy document would be prepared by the Infrastructure SPC on the requirements for ramps in the county.
Minute No. 154/05

Housing Progress Report
The Housing Progress Report was noted by the members.
Minute No. 155/05
Notices of Motion
14.2 
From Councillor J. D’Arcy
“That Louth County Council engage in immediate discussions with Doherty Brothers Ltd. Regarding the maintenance and management of the proposed new park in Blackrock.”

It was proposed by Councillor J. D’Arcy seconded by Councillor D. Lynch to defer the motion to a later date.
14.3 From Councillors I. Munster and T. Sharkey

“That this council reaffirms its opposition of incineration and is disappointed with the recent decision of EPA to grant licence for an incinerator at Carronstown, Duleek, Co. Meath.  This council will correspond its opposition to incineration to An Taoiseach and the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government.”

The motion was proposed by Councillor I. Munster seconded by Councillor T. Sharkey and agreed by the members present.

14.4 From Councillor T. Sharkey

“That this council is concerned at the delays in providing an All-Ireland centre for Autism in Middletown, Co. Armagh.  This council will correspond its concerns to the Minister for Education and Science and also to the Direct Rule Minister for Education in the 6 counties.”

The motion was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey seconded by Councillor J. Loughran and agreed by the members present.

Minute No. 156/05
Notices of Question
15.1 From Councillor T. Sharkey
“What correspondence was sent to the Chief Medical Officer, Department of Health, requesting a meeting with this council in light of a resolution passed by the council in May 2004, and did this council receive a response?”

The reply was noted by Councillor T. Sharkey.

15.2 From Councillor J. Loughran
“Is the County Manager satisfied that a route has been agreed for the East West Corridor?”

The reply was noted by Councillor J. Loughran.

15.3 From Councillor P. McGeough

“What lobbying has this council done for the opening of the train station in Dunleer?”

Councillor P. McGeough asked that further representations be made on the matter.

15.6 From Councillor J. Loughran

“How much did the clean-up operation carried out by the council following recent flooding in Carlingford cost?”

Councillor J. Loughran noted the reply to his question.

15.7 From Councillor J. Loughran

“Have all higher education grants been paid out by Louth County Council for this term, if not, will the County Manager state how many students are still waiting payment and when will payment be made?”

Councillor J. Loughran noted the reply to his question.

Minute No. 157/05
Section 140
“To consider a proposal on foot of Section 140 motion that we, the undersigned members of the Council of the County of Louth, in exercise of the powers vested in us by the above statute, do hereby, having carefully considered the matter, require you to instruct our Solicitor to withdraw the enforcement proceedings against the four community volunteers Brian Sloan, Ciaran McArdle, Pat McAteer and John Conway, which are currently before Dundalk District Court.”
The Section 140 was withdrawn by the members as agreement  has been reached between the parties on the matter.
Minute No. 158/05
Vote of Sympathy
Councillor J. Lennon proposed a vote of sympathy to the family of Jimmy Thornton.  A vote of sympathy was also proposed by Councillor F. McCoy and seconded by Councillor T. Reilly of Jim Beirne and Catherine Sheils who were killed in a car accident in Tierney Street, Ardee.
Minute No. 159/05
Vote of Congratulations
A vote of congratulations to the soccer community of Louth was also proposed by the members following the recent success by Drogheda United in the FAI Cup and the Dundalk City Ladies in the WFAI Cup.
 

Signed: _________________

Date: ________________

               Cathaoirleach

