LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Council Chamber, County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 20th September 2004 at 10.00pm.

In attendance:    Cathaoirleach:

Councillor T. Brennan

Other Members:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach,     

T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy,

A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully



       Officials:

Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager







Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services







Ms. R. Kenny, Director of Services







Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services







Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance







Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services






Mr. R. McKenna, Senior Engineer






Mr. P. Fallon, Senior Engineer






Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner


Ms. C. Moss, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Exec Officer






Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Exec Officer






Ms. E. O’Callaghan, Senior Exec Planner







Mr. D. Hall, Assistant Planner






Ms. O. Kirk, Temp Assistant Planner






Ms. L. Ward, Assistant Planner






Mr. B. Woods, Executive Engineer






Ms. J. Chadwick, Conservation Officer






Ms. A. Condra, Tourism Officer




     Apologies:

Cllr. Seamus Keelan



       -----------------------------------------

Minute No. 117/04

Votes of Congratulations 
A number of votes of congratulations were passed at commencement of the meeting.

· On the proposal of Cllr. Terry Brennan and seconded by Cllr. J. Mulroy a vote of congratulations was passed to St. Pats F.C on winning the County Final, Newtown Blues on winning the Minor Championship and the Clan na Gael committee for the presentation of the grounds for the County final.  
· On the proposal of Cllr. D. Breathnach and seconded by Cllr F. McCoy a vote of congratulations was passed to Tallanstown, Knockbridge and Blackrock Communities who competed in the Tidy Towns Competition.  
· On the proposal of Cllr. D. Lynch and seconded by Cllr. J. Lennon a vote of congratulations was passed to Dundalk Golf Club on their recent victory in the Jimmy Bruen Shield.  

· On the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage and seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan a vote of congratulations was passed to the County Manager on her actions in marking the recent Russian siege tragedy and the attendance of staff at a recent prestigious conference in Amsterdam.

Minute No. 118/04

Material Contravention of County Development Plan – Louise Kenny
G. Duffy, Senior Planner outlined the background and Planning Authority’s view in relation to this application for a dwelling house on a restricted route.  The motion was proposed by Cllr. O. Tully and seconded by Cllr. J. Mulroy and following considerable discussion the motion was carried with 24 members voting in favour and one abstention.  
Those voting in favour were:

For:
Councillors
M. Bellew, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully

Abstain:

Councillor D. Breathnach

Minute No. 119/04
Material Contravention – Paula Kelly
G. Duffy outlined the Planning Authority’s views on this application which represented a continuance of ribbon development which was in conflict with the County Development Plan.  The motion to contravene the plan was proposed by Cllr. T. Reilly and seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy and, after considerable debate, was carried in a vote with 21 members supporting and 4 abstaining. 
Those voting in favour were:

For:
Councillors M. Bellew, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, T. Sharkey, O. Tully

Abstain:
Councillors
D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, M. O’Dowd, P. Savage

Minute No. 120/04
Material Contravention – Ronan Philips 
G. Duffy outlined the Planning Authority’s view with regard to this particular application which was an area of outstanding natural beauty with an elevated site and would set precedent for further development.  The motion was proposed by Cllr. P. Savage and seconded by Cllr. T. Sharkey and the motion was carried with 24 members supporting and one abstention.
Those supporting the motion were:

For:
Councillors:
M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully

Abstain:

Councillor: M. O’Dowd

Minute No. 121/04
Adoption of Minutes
· Monthly meeting held 19th July 2004 

· Special meeting held 26th July 2004

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage seconded by Cllr. T. Sharkey the above minutes were adopted.  

Minute No. 122/04

Section 183 - Notice of Disposal of Land at Townparks
On the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage seconded by Cllr. Terry Brennan it was agreed to approve the notice to dispose as circulated.

Minute No. 123/04

Regulations for seeking, reception and examination of tenders
On the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage and seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan it was agreed to approve the new scheme of tendering, as provided under the City and County Management Act 1955 and amended by the Local Government Act 1993.

Minute No. 124/04

Economic Land Use and Transportation Study for the Greater Drogheda Area - Appointment of one member to Steering Committee to replace Sean Collins  
There were two nominations for this seat, Cllr. F. Maher and Cllr. I. Munster.  After a role call vote Cllr. F. Maher was elected, the following voting for respective nominees:-
For Cllr. F. Maher:
Councillors
D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, P. Savage, O. Tully

For Cllr. I. Munster:
Councillors:
J. Loughran, P. McGeough, K. Meenan, I. Munster, K. O’Heiligh, T. Sharkey
Minute No. 125/04
Report prepared under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 – Local Authority Housing Scheme at Blackrock (Phase 2)
Members referred to a number of matters in relation to this and adjoining developments.

· Retention of hedge, 
· Amenities in Blackrock Village, including playground and public park, 
· Street lights, 

· Footpaths 

· Number of affordable housing

M. Curran, Director of Services, G. Duffy, Senior Planner and R. McKenna, Senior Engineer responded on different issues.  On the proposal of Councillor P. Savage and seconded by D. Breathnach it was agreed to proceed and that the detail of the development would be reviewed by the area committees.  
Minute No. 126/04

Suspension of Standing Orders
On the proposal of Cllr. J. McConville and seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders to allow the meeting continue to 1.30pm.

Minute No. 127/04
Draft SPC Scheme
The County Manager advised the members in relation to the Draft SPC Scheme which had been circulated and also notified the members of the allocations of SPC chair portfolios agreed at the recent CPG meeting.

· Cllr. M. O’Dowd – Corporate, Recreation and Amenity

· Cllr. S. Keelan – Planning

· Cllr. J. Lennon – Transport and Infrastructure

· Cllr. M. Bellew – Environment 

· Cllr. D. Breathnach – Housing

On the proposal of Cllr. J. McConville and seconded by Cllr. P. Savage the Draft Scheme was adopted.

Minute No. 128/04
Presentation by Tourism Officer on Louth Hospitality Marketing Plan 
On the proposal of Cllr. J. McConville and seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan it was proposed that this presentation would be deferred to early in the Agenda of the October meeting due to the significance of the subject and the necessity for debate on same.

Minute No. 129/04
Bye-Laws for the Collection, Storage and Presentation of Waste and Certain Related Waste Management Matters
On the proposal of Cllr. F. McCoy and seconded by Cllr. P. Savage the above Draft Bye-Laws were adopted.

Minute No. 130/04

Annual Financial Statement 2003
On the proposal of Cllr. P. Savage and seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan the document was adopted in accordance with the provisions of Section 104 of the Local Government Act 2001, including the over expenditures as outlined.
Minute No. 131/04

Roads and Marine Progress Report

Members noted the contents of the Roads and Marine Progress Report, however a number of additional matters were raised with responses given by J. Martin, Director of Services, Infrastructure.  
· Speed limits and the speed limit committee – this committee will reconvene to review matters.  
· Screening of Green Road at Motorway – provision of screening is part of the Celtic Roads group contract and will be raised with them.  
· Seafield Road tenders - it is hoped to progress this matter in a number of weeks.

· Topographical Survey, Rock Road, Blackrock- it was hoped to have same arranged in the near future.

· Diversional signage at Ardee - this matter will be reviewed urgently.
· Verge mowing - there is little or no remaining funding for this matter in the current year.
· Ramps - it was advised that this will be brought generally to the SPC’s for their consideration.
· Interchange at Monasterboice - matter is being taken up with the contractor however legal action may be required.  
· Drogheda port access route – hope this will progress in the next 12-18 months.

· Castlebellingham signage at Station Road junction - this matter will be reviewed.

· Dundalk Western By-pass - this project is on schedule.
· Port Oriel Works - it is hoped that it will be contracted by year end and work commencing early in 2005.
· Spelling of signage and Irish in particular - this matter will be reviewed with Oifig an Log Ainmeacha.

· Notification to Councillors of proposed works and areas - it was agreed that this will be advanced as soon as possible.

Minute No. 132/04
Conclusion of Meeting

At the conclusion of meeting a minutes silence was held in memory of the victims of the Beslan tragedy in Russia.
Signed: _________________

Date: ________________

               Cathaoirleach

