LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Council Chamber, County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 15th November 2004 at 10.00am.

In attendance:    Cathaoirleach:

Councillor T. Brennan

Other Members:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach,     

T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, 
M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, 
J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, 
F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, 
I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, 
K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, 
P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully



       Officials:

Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager







Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services







Ms. R. Kenny, Director of Services







Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services







Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance







Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services

Ms. C. Moss, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Exec Officer





Mr. W. Walsh, Senior Exec Officer 







Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner


Mr. P. Fallon, Senior Engineer

Mr. M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer







Ms. J. Chadwick, Conservation Officer







Ms. C. Cullen, Partnership Facilitator 







Mr. G. Murphy, Social Inclusion Officer










     Apologies:

Councillors K. Meenan, J. Mulroy



       -----------------------------------------

Minute No. 150/04
Votes of Sympathy
On commencement of the meeting members unanimously passed a vote of sympathy to the family of Seamus Kerley, former employee with Louth County Council.  Tributes were paid on his civility, courteousness and gentleness of spirit.  The County Manager, on behalf of the staff, also expressed sympathy with the Kerley family, stating that Seamus Kerley epitomised the concept of customer service.  Votes of sympathy were also passed to the family of Matt Nolan, former Mayor of Drogheda and with Ms. Sinead Cunningham-Loftus on the death of her mother.

Minute No. 151/04

Votes of Congratulations

A number of votes of congratulations were passed to the following:
· Clan Naofa Boxing Club, Muirhevnamor on the hosting of the International boxing tournament.

· The Sports Authority in DKIT on securing the staging of the GAA University Championships.

· The Management of Louth County Council in association with DKIT on the hosting of the seminar on Spatial Strategy in the North-East.

· The organisers of the LAMA conference.

· Participants in the Louth Tidy Estates Competition.

Minute No. 152/04

Suspension of Standing Orders

A request for the suspension of standing orders to enable the motion “That this Council lodges an objection to the granting of a licence by the EPA for an incinerator at Carranstown” to be considered was proposed by Councillor I. Munster, seconded by Councillor G. Nash and agreed.  A long discussion ensued during which the following issues were raised:
· Risk to the health of people in Drogheda and surrounding areas.

· The lack of apparatus in Ireland which can monitor emissions from incinerators – Health Research Board Report.

· The need for quicker test results on dioxin levels before allowing an incinerator plant – at present it takes six weeks to obtain test results on dioxin levels from England.
· Lack of confidence in the EPA following the recent employment of a former employee of Indaver Ireland to the board of the EPA.

· The need to halt the production of waste.

· Government should allow the policy of reduce, reuse and recycle to progress before considering the introduction of incineration.

· The present situation whereby all domestic waste for Dundalk and Drogheda is landfilled in Mid-Louth.
· The lack of a civic amenity centre in Drogheda at present.

The motion proposed by Councillor I. Munster, seconded by Councillor G. Nash was put before the members by a roll call vote, the result of which was as follows:

For:
Councillors M. Bellew, T. Brennan, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, 
M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, P. McGeough, 
F. Maher, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, J. Ryan, 
T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Total: 17
Against:
Councillors T. Clare, T. Reilly


Total: 2
Abstain:
Councillors D. Breathnach, F. McCoy


Total: 2

Accordingly it was resolved to lodge an objection on behalf of the members to the EPA on the granting of the licence to Indaver Ireland for the incinerator at Carranstown.
Minute No. 153/04

Minutes
· On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 18th October 2004 were adopted.

· Minutes of area committee meetings circulated with the agenda were noted.

Minute No. 154/04

Expansion and Upgrading of Bring Bank Facilities – Consideration of Report prepared under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001
Members referred to a number of matters in relation to Bring Banks:
· The dumping of rubbish beside the Bring Banks.

· The need for security cameras or spot checks to be made to ensure the banks are properly used.

· The need for all elected members to advocate the concept of Bring Banks to their electorate.

Ms. Rose Kenny, Director of Services stated that the litter wardens regularly visit the various bring bank sites and expressed the hope that members of the Community would inform the Council where misuse of the facility is taking place.  On the proposal of Councillor T. Clare, seconded by Councillor M. Bellew it was agreed to proceed.

Minute No. 155/04

North East Broadband Project – Approval of Section 85 Agreement between Monaghan County Council and Louth County Council for the design and construction of the project

Mark O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer gave a presentation to the members in relation to the project and responded to a number of questions in relation to:

· The possible disadvantage to small companies in rural areas due to the absence of Broadband in these areas.

· The effect on telephone companies.

· The revenue to accrue to Louth County Council.

· The need to progress networks on periphery of towns.
On the proposal of Councillor D. Breathnach, seconded by Councillor D. Lynch it was agreed to approve the Section 85 Agreement for the Broadband project with Monaghan County Council.

Minute No. 156/04

Suspension of Standing Orders

On the proposal of Councillor J. McConville, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly members agreed to suspend Standing Orders to allow the meeting to continue to 1.30pm.
Minute No. 157/04

Outbuildings within the Curtilage of Darver Castle – Consideration of their deletion from the list of Protected Structures

Ms. Jill Chadwick circulated the members with a draft declaration on exempted works and informed the meeting of the consequences of the proposed deletion.  She stated that while Louth County Council did not have an issue in principle with development taking place, the plans forwarded with a previous invalid planning application were inappropriate.  The following queries were raised by members and responded to by Ms. Chadwick:
· The need for a change in legislation to allow owners of properties to enter into a legal agreement guaranteeing that these buildings, if delisted, would not be demolished.

· Clarification on the consequences for the outbuildings on the fact that Darver Castle is a recorded monument.

· The need for more money to be available to owners of such buildings to repair and retain same.
It was proposed by Councillor T. Reilly, seconded by Councillor J. Lennon that the decision would be postponed to the 29th November to be discussed prior to the budget meeting in order to allow Ms. J. Chadwick and Mr. G. Duffy to discuss the options available for developing these buildings with the owner.

Minute No. 158/04

Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005-2008

Mr. P. Fitzsimons outlined the process involved and assured members that the draft document together with report on submission received would be brought back to the members after the public display period for approval.  A motion to proceed to public display was proposed by Councillor J. D’Arcy, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly and the motion was carried with 17 members supporting and 1 abstaining.  Those voting in favour were:
For:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, J. D’Arcy, 
A. Donohoe, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, 
F. McCoy, P. McGeough, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, 
T. Reilly, J. Ryan, T. Sharkey









Total:
17
Abstain:
Councillor M. Grehan





Total: 1

Minute No. 159/04

County Enterprise Board

On the proposal of Councillor T. Sharkey, seconded by Councillor J. Loughran it was agreed that Councillor P. McGeough would replace Councillor I. Munster on the board.

Minute No. 160/04

Correspondence

It was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey, seconded by Councillor I. Munster that the motion by Offaly County Council to call on the Department of Foreign Affairs to increase substantially its Oversees Aid this year, and that a multi-year agreement between the Department of Finance and Department of Foreign Affairs is reached, to ensure gradual aid increases for the coming three years, in order to fulfil the Government’s commitment to the 8 Millennium Development Goals, should be noted and that details of the motion accompanied by a letter of support from Louth County Council should be forwarded to the Department of Foreign Affairs.
Minute No. 161/04
Conference Approval
Approval was given to the attendance of members at conferences as set out hereunder.

Cultural Tourism - Aoife Annual Conference
12th – 14th November 2004


-
Cllr J. D’Arcy

-
Cllr J. Lennon


-
Cllr J. Ryan

Clare Tourist Council – Tourism Conference

25th – 27th November 2004


-
Cllr J. D’Arcy
Confederation of European Councillors – North-South Political Relations in the 21st Century

2nd – 3rd December 2004


-
Cllr S. Keelan

-
Cllr M. Bellew


-
Cllr J. Ryan

Local Government Management Conference

3rd December 2004


-
Cllr J. D’Arcy

-
Cllr J. Lennon

Signed: ________________________

Date: ________________

               Cathaoirleach
