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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of July Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held on Monday 19th July 2004 in the Council Chamber, County Hall, Millennium Centre, Dundalk at 10.00 a.m.
In attendance:    Cathaoirleach:

Councillor T. Brennan
Other Members:
Councillors D. Breathnach,     

T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy,
A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, 
J. Lennon, J. Loughran, J. McConville, 
F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, 
K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, 
M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, 
J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


       Officials:

Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager






Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services

Ms. R. Kenny, Director of Services

Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance







Ms. M. Murtagh, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. R. McKenna, Senior Engineer







Mr. P. Fallon, Senior Engineer







Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner


Ms. C. Moss, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Exec Officer


     Apologies:

Councillors M. Bellew, D. Lynch, G. Nash



       -----------------------------------------

Minute No. 95/04
Material Contravention of County Development Plan
On the proposal of Councillor F. McCoy seconded by Councillor T. Reilly members unanimously agreed to defer consideration of this matter until later in the meeting.

Minute No. 96/04
Minutes
· On the proposal of Councillor D. Breathnach seconded by Councillor S. Keelan the minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Louth County Council held on 25th June 2004 were approved.

· On the proposal of Councillor S. Keelan seconded by Councillor J. McConville the minutes of the monthly meeting of Louth County Council held on 25th June 2004 were approved.
· Minutes of the Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on 12th July 2004 and area committee meetings were noted.

Minute No.  97/04
Preparation of Corporate Plan 2004 – 2009

The County Manager referred to the report circulated with the Agenda and advised that the matter had been discussed at a meeting of the Corporate Policy Group on 12th July.  Members were advised that the Corporate Plan was a very important strategic plan for the Council and would be prepared on a consultative basis taking account of issues such as the County Development Board Strategy, Social Inclusion and Sustainable Development.  It was noted that the plan must be adopted before 31st December 2004.   A discussion on the proposed facilitated session for members followed and following a show of hands, it was agreed on the proposal of Councillor T. Brennan seconded by Councillor S. Keelan that a full day session should take place either on Saturday 4th September or Saturday 11th September depending on the availability of the facilitator.  A total of 16 members voted in favour of this proposal with five voting against.  It was agreed to confirm the date/venue with members as soon as possible.
Minute No. 98/04
Draft SPC Scheme
Members noted the contents of the Draft Scheme as circulated with the Agenda.  Poor attendance by sectoral interest was highlighted during discussion but it was confirmed that there was no mechanism available to authorise a deputy to attend.  On the proposal of Councillor P. Savage seconded by Councillor F. McCoy it was agreed to proceed to public consultation with the Draft Scheme as circulated.
Minute No. 99/04
Report under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 – Local Authority Housing Scheme at Louth Village

A series of members welcomed the high quality development but expressed great concern that the development would have significant negative impact on the Green Road particularly in relation to road safety.  Mr. Raymond McKenna, Acting Director of Services highlighted the background and current status of the proposal development and stressed the importance of the scheme as part of the Council’s Annual Housing Programme.  On the proposal of Councillor T. Reilly seconded by Councillor F. McCoy it was agreed to defer decisions in the matter to allow an early meeting to be held between area Councillors, local residents and relevant staff to deal with outstanding issues of concern.
Minute No. 100/04
Higher Education Grant Scheme 2004/2005
During discussion on the issue members stressed that the existing level of maintenance grants was not sufficient to cater for the high accommodation costs.  It was agreed on the proposal of Councillor O. Tully seconded by Councillor S. Keelan to write to the Minister for Education seeking an increase in grant levels.  The issue of students under 23 years of age who are not residing in the family home was revised and it was noted that a fair, equitable system must be in place to cater for all student needs.  On the proposal of Councillor F. McCoy seconded by Councillor P. Savage the Higher Education Scheme 2004/2005 was approved by members.

Minute No. 101/04
East Border Region Committee

The Cathaoirleach invited nominations for the East Border Region Committee Interreg III A Partnership.  It was noted that two members, from among the members already nominated to the East Border Region Committee were to be elected.
Councillor T. Reilly was proposed by Councillor S. Keelan and seconded by Councillor F. Maher.

Councillor P. McGeough was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey and seconded by Councillor J. Loughran.

Councillor F. McCoy was proposed by Councillor O. Tully and seconded by Councillor J. Lennon.
A roll call vote was taken which resulted in the following outcome

For Councillor T. Reilly:
Councillors D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, 
J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, 
J. Lennon, J. McConville, F. McCoy, F. Maher, 
J. Mulroy, M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, P. Savage, O. Tully












Total 16

For Councillor P. McGeough:
Councillors J. Loughran, P. McGeough, K. Meenan, 
I. Munster, K. O’Heiligh, T. Sharkey








Total 6

For Councillor F. McCoy:
Councillors D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, 
J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, 
J. Lennon, J. Loughran, J. McConville, F. McCoy, 
P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, 
I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, 
P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully







Total 22

Abstain:
Councillor J. Ryan

Absent:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Lynch, G. Nash

Accordingly Councillors F. McCoy and T. Reilly were elected to represent Louth County Council on the Interreg III A Partnership of the East Border Region Committee.
The Cathaoirleach invited nominations to represent Louth County Council on the Executive Committee of the East Border Region Committee – noted only one member, who must be a member of the East Border Region Committee, to be elected.
Councillor P. Savage was proposed by Councillor D. Breathnach and seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy.

Councillor P. McGeough was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey and seconded by Councillor J. Loughran.

A roll call vote was taken which resulted in the following outcome.

For Councillor P. Savage:
Councillors D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, 
J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, 
J. Lennon, J. McConville, F. McCoy, F. Maher, 
J. Mulroy, M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, P. Savage, O. Tully








Total 16

For Councillor P. McGeough:
Councillors J. Loughran, P. McGeough, K. Meenan, 
I. Munster, K. O’Heiligh, T. Sharkey








Total 6

Abstain:
Councillor J. Ryan


Absent:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Lynch, G. Nash

Accordingly Councillor P. Savage was elected to represent Louth County Council on the East Border Region Executive Committee.


Minute No. 102/04
Review of Waste Management Plan for North East Region.

Members noted the contents of the report circulated with the Agenda.  The County Manager advised that the Review has commenced and that advertisements had been placed in newspapers in the region inviting submissions before 31st August.  Discussions on the matter focused on the following:

· The value of such a review if incineration must remain as a core element of the revised plans despite continued public concern
· The appointment of a representative from Indaver to the EPA which was condemned by a series of speakers.

· The need for everybody to participate in the review.

· The need to standardise charges for refuse collection across the county.
· On-going objections to all methods of Waste Management including landfill and certain recycling initiatives as well as incineration – must accept the concept of an integrated solution.
· Requirement for an aerobic digestion system and resultant high costs.

· Need to examine the issue of waste from Louth being disposed of in Northern Ireland.

The County Manager responded to the issues raised by members.  Ms. Rose Kenny, newly appointed Director of Planning and Environment was also welcomed by the members.
Minute No. 103/04
Material Contravention of the County Development Plan
Members considered a proposal on foot of a section 140 motion to materially contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission, subject to conditions, to Vincent Matthews, Dromin, Dunleer, Co. Louth for a development consisting of the demolition of existing residential and agricultural buildings, the construction of a discount foodstore (c.1,743 sq. m gross area and 1,286 sq. m net sales area) comprising of a single storey pitched roof structure and enclosed dock leveler, new boundary treatments and associated site development works including new access road, L.P.G. tank and fenced compound, the provision of 149 no. car parking spaces, 2 no. free standing double sided internally illuminated flagpole signs, 2 no. building mounted internally illuminated signs at Drogheda Road, Mullameelan, Ardee, Co. Louth.  Ref. No. 04/512 

Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner stated that while he was not opposed in principle to Retail stores, however, this particular development was being recommended for refusal for a number of reasons:-
i. Materially contravenes County Development Plan

ii. Scale of development is in conflict with National and Local Policies.
iii. Remoteness from Town Centre

iv. Issues in relation to traffic safety at entrance.

v. Establishment of procedures

vi. Servicing of site – capacity of network and treatment plant inadequate.

Members highlighted the need for such a retail store in Ardee particularly in the context of the on-going development and resultant increase in population in the area.  The material contravention of the County Development Plan was proposed by Councillor F. McCoy and seconded by Councillor T. Reilly.  A role call vote was taken, the outcome of which was as follows:

For:
Councillors T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully








Total 21

Against:
Councillors D. Breathnach, J. Mulroy









Total 2

Absent: 
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Lynch, G. Nash









Total 3

Accordingly it was resolved to materially contravene the County Development Plan.
Minute No. 104/04
Presentation by the Heritage Council.

The County Manager referred to the proposal, included with the May Agenda, to appoint a Heritage Officer and the consequent request for a presentation highlighting the role of a Heritage Officer.  Members were introduced to Mr. Liam Scott from the Heritage Council and Dr. Gerry Clabby, Heritage Officer with Fingal County Council.  In the course of a PowerPoint Presentation members were advised that support from the Heritage Council involved training of Heritage Officers, on-going professional advice and a financial contribution of 50% of the salary costs over a three year period.  The role of Heritage Officer was identified as a one-stop-shop on heritage issues, heritage work, professional advice to Councils on various projects/issues, liaison with community groups and presentation of a Heritage Plan. 

Members referred to many heritage buildings/sites in the county that had fallen into disrepair and queried if a heritage plan would identify same and include proposals for refurbishment/maintenance.  It was clarified for members that the role of the heritage council and heritage officer was to facilitate and support rather than obstruct.  It was also noted that application for grant assistance can be made under the Buildings at Risk Scheme.  It was further clarified that while the role of a conservation officer is clearly defined as being responsible for listed buildings the role of heritage officer is much broader and involves water, rivers, lakes, trees, archaeology etc. as well as buildings.
Members welcomed the appointment of a heritage officer.

Minute No. 105/04
Suspension of Standing Orders
On the proposal of Councillor P. Savage seconded by Councillor T. Reilly members agreed to suspend standing orders to enable the meeting continue until 1.30pm.
Minute No. 106/04
Presentation form Europa Dona Ireland
Members welcomed Ms. Deirdre O’Connell and Ms. Joan Walsh, representatives from Europa Ireland which was described as the Irish Breast Cancer Campaign.  Ms. O’Connell delivered a PowerPoint Presentation covering the work of the organisation.  Discussion focused on need to expand existing Breast Check Programmes, travel costs for those receiving treatment and the need for public awareness in relation to the difference between the Breast Check Programme and the Symptonatic Breast Service provided in the region.  Members paid tribute to the organisation and pledged to lobby politically for the continued improvement of devices.

Minute No. 107/04
Suspension of Standing Orders
On the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh seconded by Councillor F. McCoy it was agreed to further suspend standing orders to enable discussion on a number of outstanding agenda items.

Minute No. 108/04
Drogheda Northern Environment Local Area Plan
Mr. Tony Manahan from SPA Consultants was introduced to the members and together with Mr. Gerry Duffy, Senior Planner gave a brief outline/summary of the plan and progress made to date on its presentation.  The need to advance the process was stressed.  During discussions a number of issues were raised.

· Zoning of land specifically for a railway station.

· No development permitted along Termonfeckin Road until road is in place.

· Section 49 Supplementary Contribution Scheme.

· Open space provision.

· Road through Termon Abbey.

It was agreed, on the proposal of Councillor T. Brennan seconded by Councillor F. McCoy to defer decision in the matter to a special meeting of Louth County Council to be held in Monday 26th July 2004 at 6.30pm.  It was further agreed to include the following issues on the Agenda for the special meeting.

· Variations to County Development Plan

· Baltray/Termonfeckin Local Area Plan

· Clogherhead Local Area Plan

· Report under Part 8 – Louth Village Housing Scheme

Minute 109/04

Conference Approval

Approval was given to the attendance of members at conferences as set out hereunder.

· Mid West Regional Authority – The Prelude Challenge

13th and 14th May 2004

· Cllr. A. O’Donnell

· Cllr. F. Godfrey

· Cllr. T. Brennan

· Inland Waterways Association of Ireland – Waterways Conference

Athlone, 27th July 2004

· Cllr. D. Lynch

· Sherkin Island Marine Station – 20th Annual Conference
Carrigaline, Co. Cork, 22nd – 23rd April 2004

· Cllr. T. Reilly

· Cllr. A. O’Donnell

· Cllr. N. McCabe

· Roscommon County Council - Douglas Hyde Conference
St. Nathy’s College Ballaghaderreen, 16th July, Stroketown Park House 17th July and Douglas Hyde Interpretative Centre 18th July 2004. 
· Cllr. J. D’Arcy
· Cllr. D. Breathnach

· Humbert Summer School
· Cllr. J. D’Arcy
Minute 110/04
Environmental Amenity Grants
On the proposal of Councillor T. Brennan seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach the Amenity Grant Scheme for 2004 was noted.
Signed: _________________

Date: ________________

               Cathaoirleach
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