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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of January Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held on Monday 19th January 2004 in the Council Chamber, County Hall, Millennium Centre, Dundalk at 10.00 a.m.
In attendance:    Cathaoirleach:

Councillor N. McCabe
Other Members:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach,     

T. Brennan, S. Byrne, T. Clare, 

S. Collins, J. D’Arcy, R. Foley, 
F. Godfrey, M. Grehan, J. Lennon, 
N. Lennon, J. McConville, F. McCoy, 
J. Mulroy, G. Nash, M. O’Brien-Campbell, 
M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, P. Savage, 
T. Sharkey, O. Tully


       Officials:

Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services







Mr. E. McGuire, Director of Services






Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services







Mr. G. Duffy, A/Director of Services







Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance







Ms. M. Murtagh, Senior Exec Officer







Ms. C. Moss, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Exec Officer

Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Exec Officer







Ms. P. Watters, Administrative Officer







Mr. P. Fallon, Senior Engineer







Mr. G. Murphy, Social Inclusion Analyst







Ms. M. Capliss, Assistant Librarian



       Apologies:

Councillor D. Lynch



       -----------------------------------------

Minute No. 1/04
Minutes
· On the proposal of Councillor M. Bellew, seconded by Councillor F. Godfrey, the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 15th December 2003 were approved.
· On the proposal of Councillor F. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor J. Lennon, the minutes of the annual budget meeting held on 8th December 2003 were approved.

· Minutes of area committee meetings, SPC meetings and Louth Local Authority Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee were noted.
Minute No. 2/04
Tullyallen Local Area Plan
Members noted that three submissions had been received following the period of public display and considered the Manager’s Report on each of the three submissions.  During a discussion on the report, members agreed the following:-
1.
West Boyne Ferrard Group

It was noted that details were unclear in terms of the proposal and that land included in the submission is possibly also included in submission no. 3.  Members agreed to accept the Manager’s Report in the matter at this stage and noted that the group could make a more detailed proposal, at some further stage, if so considered necessary.

2.
Coillte Teoranta

It was noted that the site in question was in control zone 2 of the County Development Plan and that the proposal sought commercial zoning to cater for tourism type development.  While it was acknowledged that chalet type accommodation within forest parks is desirable from a tourism perspective, members felt that the site in question was too remote from the village.  Mr. G. Duffy, Acting Director of Services advised that the proposal would be in contravention of the County Development Plan and also would set a precedent for other non-conforming proposals.  He advised that a worthwhile, specific proposal could be considered in terms of a material contravention when/if submitted rather than a rezoning of the site on foot of a general submission.  Members agreed with the Manager’s Report on this submission.
3.
Breeda Tuite

An adjustment of the Draft Plan was sought to allow the zoning of additional lands for mixed village centre uses and residential.  The desirability of providing a medical centre for Tullyallen as part of any development that might take place was discussed.  The Acting Director of Services advised that the Manager’s Report did not support the proposal for the following reasons:
(i)
the aim of the plan was to provide for consolidation rather than expansion.
(ii)
the provision of a health centre in the proposal is aspirational rather than guaranteed.

(iii)
access problems with 2 hectares of land along the Burris.

The Acting Director advised that the village of Tullyallen needs a period of consolidation prior to any further expansion.  He further advised that if the draft plan is amended to provide for inclusion of the proposal, a further period of public display would be required.

On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Brien-Campbell, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, it was agreed to amend the draft local area plan for Tullyallen and put on public display to incorporate the proposal submitted by Breeda Tuite subject to an area within the site being designated for the provision of a health centre and that residential density should not exceed eight houses per acre.  A roll call vote was taken on the proposal, the result of which was as follows:
For:

Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, S. Byrne, T. Clare,



S. Collins, J. D’Arcy, R. Foley, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, N. Lennon,



N. McCabe, F. McCoy, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, M. O’Brien-Campbell,



M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully.

Total – 21

Against:
Nil

Absent:
Councillors M. Grehan, S. Keelan, D. Lynch, J. McConville, A. O’Donnell.

Total – 5

Accordingly it was resolved to put an amended draft local area plan for Tullyallen on further public display to take account of the proposal submitted by Breeda Tuite subject to an area being specifically designated for the provision of a health centre and the condition that low density housing development would be specified as eight houses per acre.

Minute No. 3/04
Public Liability Claims 2002

Members noted the report circulated in the above matter.

Minute No. 4/04

Audit Report 2001
The members noted the Audit Report on the 2001 Annual Financial Statement as circulated in accordance with the provisions of Section 121 of the Local Government Act 2001. The Head of Finance provided explanations and requested the members’ approval of the over-expenditures as outlined in detail and in the table on page 24 of the Annual Financial Statement for 2001.  On the proposal of Councillor F. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor T. Brennan, members approved the over-expenditures as outlined and also approved the transferring of €634,869 Landfill Fees from Revenue to Capital in respect of Landfill Developments

Minute No. 5/04
Roads/Marine Progress Report
During a detailed discussion on the report, members raised a number of concerns including:
· The need for an update on coastal erosion including further proposals and clarification on what assistance, if any, is available to support private individuals who wish to carry out protection works.

· Urgency in providing double white lines on the Kells road in Ardee.

· Junction N33/slip road at Ardee – need for realignment/lighting.  Petition signed by 70 concerned residents – a representation from the NRA should be invited to an on-site visit to examine concerns/solutions.

· Need to include stretch of road from Stabannon Church to crossroads in gritting programme.

· Need for reinstatement of road and provision of boundary wall at Clonmore housing development and desirability of moving 30mph speed limit beyond development.

· Update on contract for Seafield Road.

· The need to ensure that roads are upgraded in the Haggardstown area in line with proposed development of 1500 houses.

· Major litter problem along motorway at Ardee road interchange.  Need to replace damaged sign at this location.

· Update on position in relation to funds allocated for traffic calming at Monasterboice.

· Need to liaise with Meath County Council to ensure that the “tying in” of the Motorway and the old N1 is completed as a matter of utmost urgency.
· Need to ensure adequate gritting of roads during periods of frost.  Staff complimented on work carried out over the last number of weeks.

· Urgent need to reinstate all roads in Baltray/Termonfeckin area prior to Golf Classic in June.

· Drogheda Port Access Route – essential that further development in area does not take place until road provided.  Update on when Section 49 Supplementary Development Contribution Scheme will come before Council for debate/approval.
· Need to restrict speeding on rural roads and to limit use by construction traffic to ensure pedestrian safety.

· Need to reduce speed limits on stretches of road approaching roundabouts.

· The success of the policy of providing definition bollards at junctions and the need to continue/expand this initiative.  Anti-social behaviour of removing bollards in some areas should be condemned.

· Slow progress by NRA in dealing with works along national routes – must be encouraged to respond quicker.

· Insufficient turning area at roundabout at Hill of Rath and surface of new bridge at this area very slippy.

Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services responded to queries raised by the members.
Minute No. 6/04
Suspension of Standing Orders
On the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor T. Brennan, members unanimously agreed to suspend standing orders to enable discussion take place on an urgent issue not listed on the agenda.  Councillor Savage advised the meeting that residents in the Gyles Quay area were very concerned at the berthing of a vessel at the Quay with the possible intention of scrapping the vessel.  The Director of Services, Ms. J. Martin confirmed that the vessel was refused permission to berth and that a solicitor’s letter had been served on Friday 16th January requiring its immediate removal.  She further advised that the issue was being investigated from a planning as well as environmental point of view and that every effort will be made to ensure that the vessel is removed without delay.
Minute No. 7/04
Learning Centre in County Library
Ms. Mary Capliss, Assistant Librarian gave a presentation to members outlining the background and current status of the project.  It was noted that the project was a joint initiative between the library service and the social inclusion unit of Louth Local Authorities.  Members paid tribute to all staff involved with what was described as an innovative and progressive initiative.  During a discussion on the matter, members requested that:
(a)
the centre should also provide support to people with dyslexia

(b)
consideration should be given to providing a similar facility in Drogheda and other suitable locations in the county.

Mr. Ger Murphy, Social Inclusion Analyst agreed to explore what support could be provided for those with dyslexia and to include them in the target groups being encouraged to use the facility.  He further advised that Dundalk library was chosen as the location for the centre because of available space and it was noted that all other expenses had been met from the Local Authority’s resources.  It was suggested that linkages could be created with agencies in Northern Ireland with a view to exploring the potential for Interreg funding to expand the initiative into other areas.  It was also agreed that the issue of recording items from local newspapers to distribute to the visually impaired would be explored and noted that a major publicity campaign would be organised to ensure full use of the service.
Minute No. 8/04
Old Gaol Celebrations
On the proposal of Councillor T. Brennan, members congratulated staff who assisted in any way with the very successful 150th anniversary celebrations for the Old Gaol.
Minute No. 9/04
Conference Approval
The Meeting Administrator drew members’ attention to the fact that the dates for conference no. 8 as listed in the agenda had been changed and that the conference would now take place on 2nd and 3rd April.  Members noted the amended dates.

Approval was given to the attendance of members at conferences as set out hereunder.

· Cumann Merriman – Merriman Winter School
Bunratty, Co. Clare from 30th January to 1st February 2004
· Cllr. N. Lennon




· Cllr. O. Tully






· Cllr. M. O’Brien-Campbell

· Cllr. G. Nash

· Cllr. S. Collins

· L.A.M.A. – 21st Annual Conference
Ennis on 15th & 16th April 2004

· Cllr. T. Sharkey
· Cllr. N. Lennon

· Cllr. N. McCabe

· Cllr. S. Collins

· Cllr. O. Tully

· Cllr. M. O’Brien-Campbell

· Cllr. G. Nash

· Wexford Borough Council – National Conference on Renewable Energy
Wexford on 5th & 6th February 2004

· Cllr. F. Godfrey
· Cllr. M. O’Brien-Campbell

· Cllr. G. Nash

· Cllr. S. Collins

· Colmcille Heritage Trust – 15th Colmcille Winter School

Letterkenny from 27th to 29th February 2004

· Cllr. N. Lennon
· Cllr. M. O’Brien-Campbell

· Clonmel Borough Council – The Clonmel Conference-A Healthy Debate

Clonmel on 2nd & 3rd April 2004

· Cllr. O. Tully

· Cllr. G. Nash

· Cllr. S. Collins

· Mayo County Council – Europeade Conference 2004

Westport on 22nd & 23rd April 2004

· Cllr. F. Godfrey

-     Cllr. M. O’Brien-Campbell
· Cllr. S. Collins

-     Cllr. G. Nash
Minute No. 10/04

Notices of Motion

On commencement of discussion on Notices of Motion, the Cathaoirleach advised members that he would not be permitting lengthy discussion on each motion and requested that discussion should be focused and relevant on each issue.

8.1
From Councillor W.F.Godfrey

(a)
“That Louth County Council make a strong case to Department of Foreign Affairs and Governor of New York for an amnesty for Louth people who are working illegally in the United States”.

In opening discussion on the matter, Councillor F. Godfrey indicated that he was concerned that a significant number of Irish people working in the USA could not return home for family occasions.  He also referred to the fact that President Bush has indicated that he would look favourably at trying to regularise the situation and that a proposal of allowing a registration period of three years to allow applications for residency was being considered.  On the proposal of Councillor F. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy, it was agreed to write to the Governor of New York and the Department of Foreign Affairs seeking an amnesty for Irish people who are working illegally in the USA.
(b) “That Louth County Council call on the Department of   Defence/Justice/Foreign Affairs for a tightening up of security along the border to halt illegal asylum seekers entering the Republic.”

The motion failed to be seconded as a number of members had difficulty with the wording and also out of concern for the rights of asylum seekers while applications are being processed.  It was recommended that the process of dealing with applications from asylum seekers should be speeded up in order to avoid what appears to be a growing resentment at the current system.

8.2
From Councillor T. Reilly
(a)
“I propose the motions that Louth County Council erect ramps;

1. On Stoney Lane to control traffic.

2. On Drogheda Road within the speed limits.
in the interests of public safety.”
Councillor T. Reilly indicated that the problems on Stoney Lane and on the Drogheda road were of a serious nature.  He noted the response to the motion and expressed the hope that the matter could be progressed through the relevant committee as quickly as possible.
(b)
“That Louth County Council electronically record all council meetings and keep them on record.”
Councillor Reilly noted the response and expressed that he was satisfied that the matter could be progressed in the context of an overall review of standing orders.

8.3
From Councillor D. Lynch

(a)
“That Louth County Council arrange a demonstration of the electronic voting system for Councillors in preparation for the 2004 elections.”

While noting that Councillor D. Lynch was absent from the meeting, it was nevertheless agreed that an update would be given to members as arrangements had been put in place to provide a demonstration as requested in the motion.  Members were advised that a demonstration would be given at the February meeting of Louth County Council at which an official of the Franchise Section of the Department of the Environment & Local Government would be in attendance.  It was further noted that a roadshow would visit four locations in the county during the month of May to enable a demonstration to the general public.
8.4
From Councillors G. Nash and S. Collins

(a) “That this Council, in consultation with residents in the area, provides a bring-bank recycling facility in the village of Tullyallen.”

Councillor S. Collins indicated that he was satisfied with the progress made on the installation of a bring-bank facility since this notice of motion was first submitted.

8.6
From Councillors T. Clare & N. McCabe


“That Louth County Council be requested to conduct a road traffic survey in Collon Village, with a view to establishing the current throughput vehicular traffic, particularly heavy goods vehicles.  That the Council might also consider making a request to the National Roads Authority to reduce the toll charge to heavy goods vehicles as an incentive to get more of these vehicles to use the motorway as intended.”

In opening discussion on the matter, Cathaoirleach Councillor N. McCabe accepted that there is unlikely to be a reduction of toll charges as requested in the notice of motion.  Members noted that the toll charges are controlled in accordance with the guidelines set out in the contract adopted by the National Roads Authority.  It was acknowledged that staff at the toll booths were courteous and efficient but that there was a genuine difficulty in determining, in advance, which lanes were open at any time.  The Director of Services, Ms. J. Martin undertook to raise this matter with a view to improving the current system.   She further agreed to check the feasibility/benefit of conducting a traffic survey in Collon village as requested in the motion and update members in due course.

8.7
From Councillor T. Sharkey

(a)
“That elected members who are appointed to the North Eastern Health Board by this Council make reports to the Council on issues arising out of their attendance at North Eastern Health Board meetings.”

Councillor T. Sharkey noted that the recent announcement in relation to the restructuring of the Health Boards and consequent non-participation by elected members at board level superceded the request made in the notice of motion.  He wished it to be placed on record that he fully acknowledges the difficult role carried out by members on the board and his motion had been submitted only to ensure that full membership of Louth County Council were kept fully appraised of issues as they were dealt with at North Eastern Health Board level.
(b)
“Anti-Racism Charter for Councils and Members
Preamble

This Council and its elected members who are signatories to this charter undertake to ensure that its day-to-day activities are conducted in such a way that they do not incite hatred or prejudice on the grounds of race, colour, nationality, ethnic or national origins, religious or political belief, gender, sexual orientation, marital status or membership of the Traveller community.

The Council and its elected members agree:

· To send a consistent and clear message to their constituents that racism cannot be accepted or tolerated.

· To challenge publicly and actively, any campaign materials or statements which incite hatred or express any form of prejudice on the grounds of race, colour, nationality, ethnic or national origins, religious or political belief, gender, sexual orientation, marital status or membership of the Traveller community.

· To ensure that all debates which bear reference to any group or individuals who may be potential targets of racism, such as Minority Ethnic groups, Asylum Seekers, Refugees, Immigration Detainees and Migrant Workers, are conducted in a responsible way with respect to the dignity and rights of all.

· To use appropriate and inclusive language when referring to people of different Ethnic backgrounds.

· To sign the following ‘Declaration on Anti-Racism’.

Declaration on Anti-Racism

As a member of this Council, I reaffirm:

· Its commitment to work for the benefit of all in our constituency to enjoy equal rights and to be treated with equal respect regardless of race, colour, nationality, ethnic or national origins, religious or political belief, gender, sexual orientation, marital status or membership of the Traveller community.

· Its commitment to working for, and maintaining a community free from intolerance on the grounds of race, colour, nationality, ethnic or national origins, religious or political belief, gender, sexual orientation, marital status or membership of the Traveller community.

· Its commitment to publicly challenge all forms of racism and to work with our constituents to eliminate it from our society.

This Council condemns racial intolerance in any form as incompatible with our basic human rights and right to equality”

Councillor T. Sharkey outlined the background to the proposal for an anti-racism charter and advised members that Councillor Alex Maskey, former Mayor of Belfast City Council had originally brought the motion to Belfast City Council where it was adopted by the members.  He further advised that Dublin City Council had also adopted the charter which he stated places a very strong responsibility on members to publicly and actively challenge racist policies and attitudes.  While members were happy to endorse the charter, it was agreed, on the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, that disability should be included in the charter in addition to the grounds already stated.  On that basis, members unanimously agreed to endorse the notice of motion in relation to the adoption of an anti-racism charter.
Minute No. 11/04

Notice of Question

9.1    From Councillor T. Sharkey


“To ask what the drainage needs are in each of the following areas?

1.  North Louth 

2.  Mid Louth”

 
3.  South Louth


What are the 2003 budgets for drainage in each of the areas?


Are there any plans to allocate additional funds for drainage in these areas?”

In response to a question from Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services, Councillor T. Sharkey clarified that the question referred to flooding issues and it was agreed that the position in relation to the questions raised would be set out in the context of the Roadworks Programme 2004.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: 
_____________________

     Date: ________________
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