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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Annual Budget Meeting of Louth County Council held on Monday 29th November 2004 in the Council Chamber, County Hall, Millennium Centre Dundalk at 6.00 p.m.
In attendance:    Cathaoirleach:

Councillor T. Brennan
Other Members:
Councillors D. Breathnach, T. Clare, 
J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, 
J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, 
J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, 

F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, 

I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, 
T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, 
T. Sharkey, O. Tully


       Officials:

Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager






Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services







Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services







Ms. R. Kenny, Director of Services






Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services







Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance







Ms. B. Woods, Financial Accountant

Ms. M. Murtagh, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. W. Walsh, Senior Exec Officer






Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Exec Officer



       Apologies:

Councillors M. Bellew, M. Grehan, K. O Heiligh



       -----------------------------------------
Minute No. 163/04
Councillor T. Sharkey proposed that the meeting should finish at 9.30 p.m.  An amendment was then proposed by Councillor P. Savage that the finish time would be 8.00 p.m. and this was unanimously agreed.
Annual Draft Budget for 2005

The Draft Budget for 2005, having been circulated to members, was outlined in general by the County Manager.  Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance gave a PowerPoint presentation outlining the statistics, factors, issues and other matters that were taken into account in the preparation of the Draft Budget.  Members agreed to deal with queries/issues on a programme by programme basis.

Programme 1 – Housing and Building

A number of issues were raised by the members which included:-

· The allocation for estate management

· Central heating for OPDs

· Clár programme

· Interest rate chargeable under the Local Authority Mortgage Scheme

· Disabled persons’ grants

· Additional land bank

· Traveller Accommodation Programme

· Part V

These issues were responded to by Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance and Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services.

Programme 2 – Road Transportation and Safety
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services responded to the queries raised by members on roads issues which included the following:-

· 50/50 Schemes

· Allocation for verge trimming

· Income from pay parking in Ardee

· Metrication grant

· Development levies

· Signage at crossroads

· Public lighting

· Sound barrier along motorway

· Low cost safety measures

It was then proposed by Councillor J. D’Arcy, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy to extend the meeting to 8.30 p.m.  A further discussion then took place on development levies and public lighting.  It was then agreed to adjourn the meeting and Thursday 2nd December at 6.00 p.m. was agreed as the date for the next meeting.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: 
_____________________

     Date: ________________
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