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 LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of April Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held on Monday 19th April 2004 in the Council Chamber, County Hall, Millennium Centre, Dundalk at 10.00 a.m.
In attendance:    Cathaoirleach:

Councillor N. McCabe
Other Members:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach,     

S. Byrne, T. Clare, S. Collins, 
J. D’Arcy, R. Foley, F. Godfrey, 
M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, 
N. Lennon, D. Lynch, J. McConville, 

F. McCoy, G. Nash, A. O’Donnell, 
M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, P. Savage, 
T. Sharkey, O. Tully


       Officials:

Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services







Mr. E. McGuire, Director of Services






Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services







Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services







Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance







Ms. C. Moss, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Exec Officer

Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Exec Officer







Ms. P. Watters, Administrative Officer







Mr. P. Fallon, Senior Engineer







Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner



       -----------------------------------------

Minute No. 28/04
Vote of Congratulations
At the outset of the meeting, Councillor Nicholas McCabe, Chairman proposed a vote of congratulations to Mr. Joe McGuinness on his recent promotion to Director of Services.  Councillor Seamus Keelan seconded the motion.
Minute No. 29/04

Minutes
· On the proposal of Councillor F. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy, the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 29th March 2004 were adopted.
· Minutes of area committee meetings, SPC meetings, Louth Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee meeting and Junior Council meetings circulated with the agenda were noted.
Minute No. 30/04
Presentation and Storage of Waste Bye-Laws (Draft approval to go on public display)
Joe McGuinness, Director of Services gave a presentation to the members in relation to the proposal to introduce bye-laws for the presentation and storage of waste under Section 35 of the Waste Management Act and the Local Government Act 1994.  Mr. McGuinness answered a number of questions in relation to:-
· Location of bins on footways

· Use of authorised waste collectors

· Apartment complexes

· Waivers for OAPs

· Enforcement and Level of Fines

· Role of Education in Waste Management

· Bring Bank Sites

· Waste Collection Permits

· Hazardous Waste

· Drogheda Civic Amenity Site

· Cardboard Collection in Dundalk and Drogheda

· Microchipping of Bins

· Pay By Weight/Pay by Volume

On the proposal of Councillor D. Breathnach, seconded by Councillor F. Godfrey, it was agreed to proceed to public display of this matter.

Minute No. 31/04
Tullyallen Local Area Plan – To consider Manager’s Report on the Proposed Amendment to the Draft Plan and the Adoption of the Local Area Plan
Councillor Nicholas McCabe, Chairman proposed that this matter be deferred to 12.30pm pending the arrival of a number of members.  This motion was not supported.
Gerry Duffy, Senior Planner introduced the Local Area Plan which was on public display for the second time due to the significant variation proposed previously.  In relation to the most recent consultation period, he advised that 31 submissions had been received; one in favour and thirty in opposition to the changes proposed.  He referred to the Manager’s Report circulated and stated that the recommendation of the County Manager was that the original plan, as recommended, be adopted by Council.
A number of members spoke in relation to the matter.  Councillor O. Tully proposed and was seconded by Councillor J. McConville, that the Tullyallen Local Area Plan as amended would be adopted.  In response, Councillor R. Foley proposed and was seconded by Councillor G. Nash, that the original Tullyallen Local Area Plan would be adopted.

In relation to Councillor Foley’s motion, a roll call vote was taken, the result of which was as follows:

For:

Councillors S. Collins, R. Foley, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, T. Sharkey.

Total - 5 

Against:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, J. D’Arcy, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, 
J. Lennon, N. Lennon, D. Lynch, N. McCabe, J. McConville, F. McCoy, 
A. O’Donnell, T. Reilly, P. Savage, O. Tully.  
Total – 15

Abstain:
Councillors T. Clare, S. Byrne, F. Godfrey.
Total - 3  
Councillor Foley’s motion therefore was defeated.
Councillor Tully’s motion was put before the members by a roll call vote, the result of which was as follows:

For:

Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, J. D’Arcy, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, 
J. Lennon, N. Lennon, D. Lynch, N. McCabe, J. McConville, F. McCoy, 
A. O’Donnell, T. Reilly, P. Savage, O. Tully.

Total – 15

Against:
Councillors S. Collins, R. Foley, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, T. Sharkey.

Total – 5

Abstain:
Councillors S. Byrne, T. Clare, F. Godfrey.  
Total – 3

Councillor Tully’s motion therefore was carried and the Tullyallen Local Area Plan recently completing the public consultation phase was adopted.
Minute No. 32/04

Regional Planning Guidelines
Gerry Duffy, Senior Planner gave a presentation in relation to the Regional Planning Guidelines which had been prepared by the BMW Border Regional Assembly and are on public display until 30th April next.  The members made a number of comments in relation to the guidelines including items in relation to:
· Dundalk Town Council making a separate submission

· Port Access and Northside Train Station in Drogheda

· A request that Louth County Council members of that border group be circulated with the submission prior to its debate at that assembly

· Legality of the County Development Plan versus the Regional Plan

· Rest areas on motorways
Gerry Duffy responded to the issues raised.

On the proposal of Councillor N. McCabe, seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach, standing orders were suspended until 13.30 to allow business to be completed, in particular to address items 5 and 6 on the agenda.  
Councillor P. Savage requested that time be allocated at a future Council meeting to discuss the issue of tax implications for residents in the Republic of Ireland owning bank accounts in Northern Ireland.
Minute No. 33/04
Sustainable Rural Housing – Consultation Draft of Guidelines for Planning Authorities – For Discussion
Gerry Duffy, Senior Planner gave a presentation to the members in relation to these draft guidelines issued by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and indicated that the local authority was to respond to the Department by 28th April next.
A number of items were raised by the members including the number of planning permissions allowed on land holdings and the use of development centres such as Whitestown.

Gerry Duffy, Senior Planner took the opportunity to advise the members of the new enhanced system for dealing with planning applications and pre-planning proposals.  He indicated the new system will be commencing in the immediate future and will see the following:

· Planners will take calls when on premises

· Messages to be returned by 5.00 p.m. the following day

· A duty planner to attend with general items on Tuesdays and Thursdays
· Planning appointments to continue with a more focused approach and shorter lead in period

On the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor N. Lennon, it was agreed to further suspend standing orders to allow items 6 and 7 be addressed by the members and in particular item 7 as a number of people had been waiting in the public gallery for this item to commence.

Minute No. 34/04
Economic Land Use and Transportation Study for the Greater Drogheda Area – Appointment of Five Members from Drogheda Rural Electoral Area to Steering Committee
The County Manager briefed the members on the requirement for the appointment of five members to the above steering committee.  

On the proposal of Councillor S. Keelan, seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach, Councillor S. Collins was nominated.  

On the proposal of Councillor F. McCoy, seconded by Councillor J. Lennon, Councillor O. Tully was nominated.

On the proposal of Councillor D. Lynch, seconded by Councillor A. O’Donnell, Councillor J. McConville was nominated.

On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor R. Foley, Councillor G. Nash was nominated.
On the proposal of Councillor O. Tully, seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach, Councillor M. O’Dowd was nominated.
Minute No. 35/04

Louth County Council Casual Trading Act 1995 – Bye-Laws 2004 – For Approval

Joe McGuinness, Director of Services gave a briefing to the members in relation to the submission received to the previously published draft bye-laws.  He indicated that submissions received relate to the non-inclusion of a casual trading pitch at Feede, Mountpleasant, a further one at Carlingford and also the inclusion of a casual trading pitch at Blackrock.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor F. Godfrey, standing orders were further suspended to allow the completion of this business.
A number of members spoke on this matter and many supported Mr. Eamon Clifford’s submission in relation to Feede.  Councillor P. Savage also queried the designation of a pitch in Tholsel Street, Carlingford.  
Joan Martin, Director of Services responded to the matter; however the members agreed that this matter should be deferred for clarification to the area meeting in relation to maps.
Minute No. 36/04

Conference Approval

Approval was given to the attendance of members at conferences as set out hereunder.

· Sherkin Island Marine Station – 20th Annual Environmental Conference
Carrigaline, Co. Cork on 22nd & 23rd April 2004
· Cllr. N. McCabe
· Cllr. A. O’Donnell

· Kadenza Consultancies – Local Government 1999-2004
Dungarvan on 7th & 8th May 2004

· Cllr. A. O’Donnell
· Mayo County Council – Europeade Conference 2004
Westport on 22nd & 23rd April 2004
· Cllr. D. Lynch
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: 
_____________________

     Date: ________________
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