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 LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Special Meeting of Louth County Council held on Monday 24th May 2004 in the Council Chamber, County Hall, Millennium Centre, Dundalk at 7.00pm
In attendance:    Cathaoirleach:

Councillor N. McCabe
Other Members:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach,     

T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, R. Foley, 
M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, 
N. Lennon, D. Lynch, N. McCabe, 
J. McConville, F. McCoy, J. Mulroy, 

A. O’Donnell, T. Reilly, P. Savage, 
T. Sharkey


       Officials:

Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager






Mr. E. McGuire, Director of Services






Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services







Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services







Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance







Ms. M. Murtagh, Senior Exec Officer







Ms. C. Moss, Senior Exec Officer
Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Exec Officer







Ms. P. Watters, Administrative Officer







Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner






Ms. B. Woods, Financial Accountant




       -----------------------------------------

Minute No. 57/04
Louth County Hospital
Members noted that the Special Meeting had been convened on foot of a request signed by five Councillors and served on the Cathaoirleach in accordance with Standing Order No. 4.  The Cathaoirleach, Councillor N. McCabe informed the meeting that Mr. Tadhg O’Brien, Assistant CEO with the North Eastern Health Board was willing to make a presentation to members, in committee, prior to commencement of the formal meeting, to update members thus enabling an informed discussion at the formal meeting.

Councillor T. Sharkey, supported by Councillor T. Brennan, objected to the presentation being made in committee and further requested that Dr. Paul O’Reilly, who was present at the meeting be allowed to address the meeting.  Following a show of hands members agreed that Mr. O’Brien would be invited to address the members in committee.  On the proposal of Councillor D. Breathnach seconded by Councillor T. Clare members agreed, on a show of hands, to invite the Chief Medical Officer from the Department of Health to address a future meeting of Louth County Council to discuss difficulties causing concern to members in relation to services at the Louth County Hospital.
Mr. O’Brien briefed members on the current situation relative to the Louth Hospital and circulated an 11 point document which dealt with / clarified many of the issues causing concern.  Members welcomed the document but Councillor M. Bellew suggested that it should be signed by relevant North Eastern Health Board personnel to validate.  During a lengthy discussion in the course of the presentation and subsequently at the formal meeting the following matters were raised / discussed:-

· Mr. O’Brien confirmed the Louth Hospital will remain on-call 24hours per day 7 days per week.
· Consultants will be on 1 in 6 rota from home – currently 1 in 2 in Dundalk.

· Design team in place for second theatre in Louth County Hospital.

· Members sought clarification on who was consulted on proposals.

· Clarification required on how frequently Medical Board met in previous year.

· Letter from local GP’s outlining concerns circulated to members of Dundalk Town Council.
· Councillor T. Sharkey indicated his view that North Eastern Health Board had falsified records in a Comhairle na nOispideal application form.

· Requirement to reduce working hours of Junior Doctors needs to be addressed.

· Insufficient government spending on health services in north east region – successive governments to blame.
· Degree of balance needs to be achieved in debate and media coverage of issue.

· Communications between all staff at all levels affected by the proposals must be improved.

On conclusion of the debate Councillor T. Sharkey, as one of the signatories to the request for the Special Meeting, thanked everybody for attending.  He indicated his acceptance of the points made in relation to the proposed new arrangements but stated that he was wary about the timeframe within which they would be implemented.  He concluded by calling on the CEO of the North Eastern Health Board to stand down until a full investigation is undertaken to clarify matters.

Minute No. 58/04

Factory Outlet Centres

The Cathaoirleach Councillor N. McCabe referred to the second item on the agenda in relation to factory outlet centres at Dunleer and Drogheda and indicated that the signatories to the motion were happy for the planning officials to progress the applications in a fair and balanced manner.

Minute No. 59/04

Retirement of Cathaoirleach

Outgoing Cathaoirleach Councillor N. McCabe, who was not seeking re-election following almost fifty years as a member of Louth County Council, reflected on the progress made in the county during his lengthy term of office as an elected member.  He indicated that as an elected member he always did what he considered to be the right thing rather than the popular thing.  He thanked all members, past and present, for the role they played in the development of the county and mentioned in particular, a number of his colleagues, now deceased.  A series of speakers wished Councillor McCabe a long and healthy retirement referring to the fact that he was always held in high regard throughout the country.  Members referred to Councillor McCabe’s astonishing record of public service which is unlikely to be repeated.  The County Manager, on behalf of staff and former staff of Louth County Council wished Councillor McCabe well in his retirement and thanked him for all his work during his years as a member of the Council.
Minute No. 60/04

Retirement of E. McGuire, Director of Service

The County Manager advised the members that Eamonn McGuire, Director of Service was attending his final meeting prior to his retirement.  Members wished Mr. McGuire well in his retirement.

Minute No. 61/04

Vote of Congratulations

Members congratulated Councillor T. Sharkey on his forthcoming marriage and wished him and his future wife every success and happiness in the future.
Signed: 
_____________________

     Date: ________________
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