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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of May Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held on Monday 17th May 2004 in the Council Chamber, County Hall, Millennium Centre, Dundalk at 10.00 a.m.
In attendance:    Cathaoirleach:

Councillor N. McCabe
Other Members:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach,     

T. Brennan, T. Clare, S. Collins, J. D’Arcy,
R. Foley, F. Godfrey, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, 
N. Lennon, N. McCabe, J. McConville, 
F. McCoy J. Mulroy, G. Nash, M. O’Brien-Campbell, A. O’Donnell, M. O’Dowd, 
T. Reilly, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


       Officials:

Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services







Mr. E. McGuire, Director of Services






Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services







Mr. G. Duffy, A/Director of Services







Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance







Ms. M. Murtagh, Senior Exec Officer







Ms. C. Moss, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Exec Officer

Mr. J. McGuinness, Senior Exec Officer







Ms. P. Watters, Administrative Officer







Mr. P. Fallon, Senior Engineer



     Apologies:

D. Lynch



       -----------------------------------------

Minute No. 36/04
Votes of Sympathy
On commencement of the meeting, members unanimously passed a vote of sympathy with Mr. M. Curran, Director of Service on the death of his brother and with Mr. H. Deery, General Services Supervisor on the death of his father.
Minute No. 37/04
Section 140’s
It was agreed, on the proposal of Councillor J. Lennon seconded by Councillor F. McCoy, to defer discussion / decision on the three Section 140’s listed on the agenda until later in the meeting.
Minute No. 38/04
Minutes
· On the proposal of Councillor T. Clare seconded by Councillor S. Keelan the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 19th April were approved.
· On the proposal of Councillor F. Godfrey seconded by Councillor N. McCabe the minutes of the Corporate Policy Group meeting of 19th April 2004 were approved.

Minute No. 39/04

Matters Arising
Councillor P. Savage referred to Minute No. 32/04 which requested that time be allocated at a future meeting to discuss the issue of Tax Implications for residents in the Republic of Ireland who have bank accounts in Northern Ireland.  It was agreed to allow discussion in the matter.  Councillor P. Savage stated that the issue was causing distress and concern to many people who have small accounts in northern banks for many years and who are now being required to pay a fee for statements from the bank.  The banks were condemned for this practice and it was agreed, on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage seconded by Councillor T. Clare to write to the Minister for Finance to remove the requirement if interest earned does not exceed an amount to be specified. 
Minute No. 40/04
Material Contravention of County Development Plan – Kieran & McGee Ltd.
Members considered on foot of Section 140 motion to materially contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission, subject to conditions, to Kieran and McGee Ltd., Market Street, Ardee, Co. Louth for a development consisting of the construction of a livestock auction facility including offices, amenities, toilets, waste water treatment facilities, underground slurry tank, wash water tank, lorry washing bay, car and lorry parking and all ancillary works at Richardstown, Ardee, Co. Louth.

A series of speakers indicated that the proposed development was crucially important to the economy of Rural County Louth and, while understanding local concerns in relation to traffic generation felt that these could be overcome through conditioning of any permission that would issue. The Director of Service advised members that the NRA were very strongly opposed to the development as it contravenes national policy and indicated that the development had the potential to cause a traffic hazard due to slow moving vehicles and also possible roadside parking.
On the proposal of Councillor J. Lennon seconded by Councillor F. Godfrey and following a roll call vote it was agreed to materially contravene the County Development Plan, on foot of a Section 140 Motion, to enable the granting of planning permission, subject to conditions, to Kieran and McGee Ltd., Market Street, Ardee, Co. Louth for a development consisting of the construction of a livestock auction facility including offices, amenities, toilets, waste water treatment facilities, underground slurry tank, wash water tank, lorry washing bay, car and lorry parking and all ancillary works at Richardstown, Ardee, Co. Louth.
For:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, S. Cousins, J. D’Arcy, R. Foley, F. Godfrey, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, N. Lennon, N. McCabe, J. McConville, F. McCoy, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, M. O’Brien-Campbell, M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, P. Savage. T. Sharkey, O. Tully.

Total – 22

Against:









      Nil

Absent:
Councillors S. Byrne, M. Grehan, D. Lynch, A. O’Donnell

   Total – 4
Minute No. 41/04
Material Contravention of County Development Plan – Joanne Austin
Members considered a proposal on foot of Section 140 motion to materially contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission, subject to conditions, to Joanne Austin, Mullameelan, Ardee, Co. Louth for a development consisting of a dormer dwellinghouse, waste water treatment system at Mullameelan, Ardee, Co. Louth.
The motion was proposed by Councillor F. McCoy and seconded by Councillor F. Godfrey and during discussion it was noted that this particular Motion had come before the members on a number of previous occasions.  The Director of Service advised members that the position had not changed since the matter was last discussed and that the issues of traffic hazard, sub-standard access and visibility remain.  It was further noted that the NRA have refused to amend the speed limit in the area and that the NRA must approve any such change.  Noted also that a contrary technical report in the matter of the traffic hazard issues has still not been submitted.  The proposers of the motion agreed to withdraw same to enable applicant source and provide alternative technical report. 

Minute No. 42/04
Material Contravention of County Development Plan – Bernard Goss
Members considered a proposal on foot of Section 140 motion to materially contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission, subject to conditions, to Bernard Goss, Ballymakellett, Ravensdale for a development consisting of a bungalow style dwellinghouse and waste water treatment system at Ballymakellett, Ravensdale, Co. Louth.
Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner advised that there were two issues in relation to the application (1) located in control zone which prohibits development except where required for elderly or incapacitated relative and (2) site located in area of outstanding natural beauty.  Councillor T. Brennan, in proposing the motion, indicated that the development, which consists of a stone cottage is not obtrusive and is being used by the landowner to provide accommodation for an immediate family member.

On the proposal of Councillor T. Brennan seconded by Councillor S. Keelan and, following a roll call vote, it was agreed to materially contravene the County Development Plan, on foot of a Section 140 motion, to enable the granting of planning permission, subject to conditions, to Bernard Goss, Ballymakellett, Ravensdale for a development consisting of a bungalow style dwellinghouse and waste water treatment system at Ballymakellett, Ravensdale, Co. Louth.

For:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, S. Collins, J. D’Arcy, R. Foley, F. Godfrey, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, N. Lennon, N. McCabe, J. McConville, F. McCoy, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, M. O’Brien-Campbell, A. O’Donnell, M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Total - 23
Against:









       Nil
Absent:
Councillors S. Byrne, M. Grehan, D. Lynch

Total – 3 

Minute No. 43/04
Section 183 – Disposal of Land
On the proposal of Councillor T. Reilly seconded by Councillor S. Collins members approved the disposal of land at Cookstown, Ardee in accordance with the terms of notice dated 6th May 2004 served on each member.
Minute No. 44/04
Annual Report
On the proposal of Councillor T. Reilly seconded by Councillor S. Collins members unanimously approved the Louth Local Authorities Annual Report for 2003.
Minute No. 45/04
Casual Trading Bye-Laws
Members noted that, since the issue was discussed at the April Monthly Meeting, clarification had been provided at area meeting level on a number of outstanding issues.  The Director of Service advised that:-
· Queries in relation to maps at Carlingford had been resolved.  The five designated bays adjacent to the tourist office will be designated for craft and similar use only.

· The bays in Omeath will be located in the small park opposite the Granvue Hotel.

· Local people in Clogherhead are now satisfied that the proposed site does not interfere with the lifeboat station.

· Traffic safety and visibility requirements indicate that the site at Feede is not a suitable / safe location.

A series of members spoke in favour of retaining the site at Feede on the basis that it is currently the only facility available for lorry drivers.  On the proposal of Councillor P. Savage seconded by Councillor S. Keelan and following a roll call vote it was agreed to approve the Casual Trading Bye-Laws subject to the inclusion of the Feede site until such time as the motorway is complete and provision made for a suitable alternative site.  Noted that licence issued would be conditioned in relation to length of time it is valid.

For:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, S. Collins, J. D’Arcy, R. Foley, F. Godfrey, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, N. Lennon, N. McCabe, J. McConville, F. McCoy, G. Nash, M. O’Brien-Campbell, A. O’Donnell, M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully

Total - 22
Against:









         Nil
Absent:
Councillors S. Byrne, M. Grehan, D. Lynch, J. Mulroy

Total – 4

Minute No 46/04
Homelessness Action Plan 2004 – 2006

Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer gave an overview of the Plan and during discussion the following issues were raised:-

· The role that all various agencies are playing must be recognised
· Annual cost of accommodating homeless.

· Excellent work being carried out by organisations such as St. Vincent de Paul and Simon Community.

· Need to focus on those with mental health difficulties who quite often fall into homeless category.

· Concern that some people are slipping through gaps as a result of inability to conform with necessary rules / regulations of various organisations.

· Need to examine cause of homelessness in detail so that response can be properly co-ordinated.

· Funding made available nationally to organisations such as St. Vincent de Paul and Simon Community needs to be significantly enhanced.

On the proposal of Councillor T. Brennan seconded by Councillor P. Savage the Homeless Action Plan 2004 – 2006 was approved.  It was agreed that comments / recommendations made by members at the meeting would be addressed.

Minute No. 47/04

Anti-Social Behaviour Policy

Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer presented an overview of the Policy which had been circulated to members.  During discussion it was noted that:-

· Local authorities should be proactive in instituting proceedings against offenders.

· Tenants should be required to fully adhere to tenancy agreements.
· Often it is visitors to estates that cause the problem rather than residents – more difficult to deal with.

Mr. P. Fitzsimons clarified that the policy as presented only relates to local authority housing estates.  On the proposal of Councillor F. Godfrey seconded by Councillor T. Brennan the Anti-Social Behaviour Policy was approved by members.

Minute No. 48/04

Special Meeting

The Cathaoirleach advised the members that he was in receipt of two requests to hold Special Meetings in accordance with Standing Order No. 4.  Agreed that a Special Meeting of Louth County Council would be convened on Monday 24th May 2004 at 7pm.

Minute No. 49/04

Suspension of Standing Orders

It was agreed, on the proposal of Councillor J. McConville seconded by Councillor R. Foley to suspend Standing Orders to allow the meeting continue until 2pm.

Minute No. 50/04

Presentation from Regional Drugs Task Force

Mr. Pat Shields, Chairman of the Regional Drugs Task Force and Ms Leslie O’Sullivan from the North Eastern Health Board presented an overview of the work being undertaken by the Task Force.  It was noted that an independent consultant had been appointed to prepare a draft plan based on the findings of the public consultation process which is on-going.  The plan will be submitted to the Department for funding and will include proposals under four headings (1) Supply Reduction (2) Prevention (3) Treatment (4) Research.

Members noted that a public meeting is scheduled to take place in the Fairways Hotel on Wednesday 26th May and that it is important that as many people as possible attend to contribute to the process.  Members thanked Pat Shields and Lesley O’Sullivan for attending the meeting to brief them on the issue.

Minute No. 51/04

Rural Water Programme

Members noted the 2003 review.  The provisional proposals for 2004 were briefly discussed.  Councillor T. Reilly referred to a problem with wells in the vicinity of Whiteriver Landfill Site and proposed, seconded by Councillor N. McCabe, that consideration be given to extending the Local Group Scheme to include the affected area.  The provisional proposals were approved on the proposal of Councillor J. McConville seconded by Councillor S. Collins.  It was further agreed subject to the proposal of Councillor P. Savage seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach to place the matter on a future agenda for further discussion and that a report on water leakage control measures should also be provided at that stage.
Minute No. 52/04

Roads and Marine Progress Report

Members noted the contents of the Progress Report.  During a discussion on the Report the following matters were raised / discussed:-
· Installation of ramps at De La Salle Crescent, Ardee.

· Installation of ramps at Tallanstown.

· Flooding/potholes on County Road 182.

· Quarry traffic on Gaulstown Road.

· Completion of Annaloughan / Bellurgan scheme.

· Need for proper mapping, signage and traffic management on roads affected by motorway development.

The Senior Engineer responded to the queries raised by members.

Minute No. 53/04

Proposal to appoint a Heritage Officer

On the proposal of Councillor P. Savage seconded by Councillor J. McConville it was agreed to defer decision. It was also agreed to invite the Heritage Council to make a presentation to a future meeting.
Minute No. 54/04

Hanley Report
Members agreed to defer in the context of the Special Meeting due to be held on 24th May 2004.

Minute No. 55/04

Notices of Motion

14.5 
“That Louth County Council give financial support to Dundalk Show Society as it is the only show left in Louth”.
It was agreed on the proposal of Councillor T. Reilly seconded by Councillor J. Lennon to make provision of €1,000 in the 2005 Annual Budget to support the Society.  Noted that an appreciation had been made under PEACE II for funding but that the Society’s application would be requested to meet the criteria to qualify for assistance.

14.6
From Councillor D. Breathnach
“In view of the excessive increase costs by insurance companies on listed buildings within the country, this council requests the Minister of Finance to urgently consider a tax rebate scheme for properties who are showing considerable investment in the upkeep and maintenance of those listed buildings”.
Councillor D. Breathnach welcomed the reply included with the agenda but expressed the view that there should be 100% rebate for such properties.  It was agreed to write to the Minister for Finance in the matter.

14.7
From Ardee Area Members – Councillors T. Reilly, F. McCoy, N. McCabe, T. Clare, J. Lennon
“That the outbuildings at Darver Castle, Readypenny, Dundalk be removed from the Record of Protected Structures”.

While acknowledging the response included with the agenda a series of speakers referred to the commitment of the owners to conserve the buildings and provide additional accommodation at this high quality facility.  Councillor P. Savage requested that a possible variation in approach between the Conservation Officer and the Chief Fire Officer in relation to conservation particularly in the type of windows to be examined.  The Senior Planner advised members that the owner of Darver Castle had sought to have the building listed and such listing does not prohibit upgrading provided it is done in a sensitive manner.  The proposal to upgrade is not sensitive to the design of the building and the Senior Planner further cautioned that removal of the protected status would remove control on sensitivity.  On the proposal of Councillor T. Reilly seconded by Councillor F. McCoy it was agreed to initiate procedures to remove from protected structures list.

Minute 56/04
Retirement of Cathaoirleach

Members noted that this was the last statutory meeting of Louth County Council that the Cathaoirleach Councillor N. McCabe would attend after 49 years service in local government.  While a number of members paid tribute to the outgoing Cathaoirleach it was agreed that the formal tributes would be made on conclusion of the Special Meeting on 24th May.  Further noted that a presentation function is to be held on 1st October 2004 in Fairways Hotel, Dundalk.

That concluded the business of the meeting.
Signed: 
_____________________

     Date: ________________
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