Varcities Horizon 2020 EU Funded Project Research and Innovation Program under Grant Agreement No.869505 - Redevelop Dundalk’s County Museum and County Library’s Courtyard Area


Written Statement

To redevelop  Dundalk’s County Museum and County Library’s Courtyard Area – works will consist of the Creation of an Outdoor Learning Pod between Dundalk Library & Museum Quarter to showcase the newest technologies and host shared functions​; a Green Learning and Sensory Garden for Health & Well Being; and New Bike Stations and Sensors Bike-stations​​ and all associated site development works. Proposed works are within the curtilage of the Protected Structure County Museum RPS number D223 and the County Library RPS number D266 and within the Dundalk Architectural Conservation Area No 20; Roden Place as designated in the Louth County Development Plan 2021-2027

Primary Objectives
The primary objectives of the scheme are to:-

1. Implement Nature-based Solutions integrating Digital, Social and Cultural innovation (DSC) and with high replication potential
2. Co-create the solutions with the public, the local authorities and the industry
3. Develop new and advance existing KPIs for Heath & Well Being

Works
The main works include 3 Visionary Solutions;

VS1: Creation of Outdoor Learning Pod between Dundalk Library & Museum Quarter to showcase the newest technologies and host shared functions​, along with the installation of Virtual Learning Pod Sensors to collate data on visitor numbers and duration of stay and Installation of new Software to record PV savings from existing PV roof panels on Museum roof

VS2: Outdoor Urban Green Learning and Sensory Garden for H&WB, to include the following components: Enhance the existing garden area and develop a new Sensory garden (plants etc) , New seating area developed throughout the site; Set-up a Rain Water Harvesting System to collect water from the roofs of the Museum and Library; Rainwater harvesting data sensors collected and transmitted in a suitable format ; Change of Public Lighting in the Outdoor space to low energy lighting and the installation of ambient solar-powered lighting within the site; Sensors to collate data on visitor numbers and duration of stay; Sensors to collate data on Air Quality and noise; and new touchscreen monitor to display green learning’s 


VS3: New Bike Stations and Sensors Bike-stations​​ to collate data on cyclist numbers and duration of stay 


Protected Structures
Proposed works are within the curtilage of the Protected Structure County Museum RPS number D223 and the County Library RPS number D266 and within the Dundalk Architectural Conservation Area No 20; Roden Place as designated in the Louth County Development Plan 2021-2027. Neither of these properties will be affected by the works.

AA Screening:
In accordance with the provisions of article 250 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 to 2019, Louth County Council has carried out a screening of the proposed development to assess, in view of best scientific knowledge, if the development, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, would be likely to have a significant effect on a European site. Accordingly, the report determined that the proposed development would not be likely to have a significant effect on a European site
