Louth County Council (LCC), with the support of Transport Infrastructure Ireland
(TII), are progressing the Planning and Design of the N52 Ardee Bypass. The main
objective of this project is to improve the road safety on the existing N52 and within
Ardee town centre through the removal of traffic onto a new high quality road.
Roughan and O’Donovan Consulting Engineers have been appointed to progress the
project through the planning and design stages. Following the Public Consultation
No.1 in March 2020, which looked for public feedback on possible junction options,
the project team have now completed the assessment of alternative junction
options and the emerging preferred junction option for the N52 Ardee Bypass is
now being presented to get feedback from members of the public.

Background

The existing section of the N52 between the R165 Mandistown crossroads and Ardee town, is sub-standard in terms of
horizontal and vertical alignment, cross-section, sightlines and has over 100 direct accesses outside of the 50km/h speed
restricted zone leading to a high accident record. The N52 terminates at the junction with the N2 in the centre of Ardee
town, where the congested high street can cause significant delays for through traffic wishing to continue onward towards
Dundalk and the north of the country.
The need for a bypass of Ardee along the N52 is outlined in National, Regional and Local policy and has been progressed
by LCC over a number of years. The N52 Ardee Bypass was approved under a Part 8 planning application by Louth County
Council in June 2005 but wasn’t progressed to construction. Following the reactivation of the scheme in 2018, detailed
design was undertaken and fencing was erected in advance of the main construction contract. Subsequently, a number
of submissions were received by LCC/TII from local residents raising concerns about the junction arrangements and the
potential impacts that these junctions would have on local traffic movements and communities.
LCC, in conjunction with TII, therefore decided to conduct a detailed review of the scheme, considering alternative junction
strategies and undertaking an appraisal of the options to deliver the optimal solution. This Public Consultation is presenting
the emerging preferred junction option as a result of the studies undertaken as part of this detailed review.

Emerging Preferred Junction Option

Following Public Consultation No. 1 in March 2020, the design team have developed alternative junction strategies,
undertaken environmental and traffic surveys to assist in the selection of the emerging preferred junction option.
A detailed traffic model was developed to assist in the assessment of the impacts on local and strategic traffic movements
to allow an accurate assessment of the likely impacts of changes in traffic on the surrounding communities.
Five junction options were developed as shown in the five figures overleaf. Each of the junction options were assessed to
determine the impacts in terms of diversion lengths and times, route suitability, junction capacity, economy, safety and
environment. The results of this are summarised in the table below.
Option 1

Option 2

Option 3

Option 4

Option 5

Diversion Length

Least Preferred

Preferred

Preferred

Preferred

Preferred

Route Stability

Least Preferred

Preferred

Preferred

Preferred

Preferred

Junction Capacity & Intermediate
Impact

Least Preferred

Least Preferred

Preferred

Preferred

Economy

Least Preferred

Intermediate

Preferred

Intermediate

Least Preferred

Safety

Intermediate

Preferred

Preferred

Preferred

Preferred

Environment

Least Preferred

Preferred

Intermediate

Intermediate

Least Preferred

Overall Rankings

Least Preferred

Intermediate

Intermediate

Preferred

Intermediate

Junction Option 4 has been selected as the emerging preferred junction option. This provides the junctions detailed
in the Table below and as shown in main figure overleaf:
Road Name

East/South

West/North

Silverhill Road

T Junction with Ghost Island right
turn lane provision on N52 Ardee
Bypass. New single lane roundabout on the existing N52.

Cul-de-sac – no connection to N52
Ardee Bypass

Townparks Road

T Junction with Ghost Island right
turn lane provision

T Junction with Ghost Island right
turn lane provision

Mullanstown Road

Cul-de-sac – no connection to N52
Ardee Bypass

T Junction with Ghost Island right
turn lane provision

N2

Multi-Lane Roundabout

Multi-Lane Roundabout

N52 Ardee
Bypass Public
Consultation
No.2

Public Consultation Period :

Public Consultation on the Emerging Preferred Junction Option will run for a four-week period from the 16th October
to the 13th November 2020. During this public consultation period, we are inviting feedback on the Emerging
Preferred Junction Option. Submissions can be made electronically by sending your completed online form to
N52Ardee@rod.ie or by completing the feedback form and returning it to the Freepost address.

Next Steps:

Your Feedback and submissions are welcomed by Louth County Council. Once your submissions have been received,
they will be considered by the Project Team before the junction designs are further refined and access arrangements
developed in advance of the planning application.
The design will be subject to an Environmental Impact Assessment Screening and Appropriate Assessment Screening to
assess whether the scheme is likely to have significant impacts on the surrounding environment. Mitigation measures
will be designed to mitigate these impacts where possible and additional land requirements will be identified. During
this phase further engagement with landowners and interested parties will be undertaken as part of the ongoing
design process.

Public Consultation Process

This is the second non-statutory public consultation in this current phase for the N52 Ardee Bypass Scheme. Similar
to the previous public consultation, the brochure and feedback forms are available on Louth County Council’s
website. Due to Covid-19 restrictions around holding public events, an online public consultation experience has
been developed to ensure that Public Consultation No.2 can go ahead in the current circumstances. This online public
consultation experience will allow stakeholders and the general public to view maps, project information and express
their opinion in a safe and accessible environment.
While it is recognised that access to online services is not available to everyone, the following options are available to
members of the public:
•
Online video meetings with the design team can be scheduled with members of the public;
•
Meetings over the phone with the design team can be scheduled with members of the public;
•
Brochures will be made available within the County Council offices or posted on request.
Anyone affected by the Emerging Preferred Junction Option or with an interest in the scheme who wishes to speak
with the Project Team will need to make an appointment for a telephone or video meeting. The project team will
be available during the week of the 19th October to have meetings with interested parties. Please contact us on
01 294 0800 or email N52Ardee@rod.ie .

How to make a submission:

A feedback form is available as part of this brochure and/or online at www.louthcoco.ie Completed feedback forms
can be submitted via the project email N52Ardee@rod.ie or through the Freepost address below:
Freepost Number: FDN5329
The Project Engineer (N52 Ardee Bypass),
Roughan & O’Donovan Consulting Engineers Ltd,
Arena House,
Arena Road,
Sandyford,
Dublin 18
D18 V8P6
Submissions on the Emerging Preferred Junction option must be submitted by the 13th November 2020.
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