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Frank Magee
Louth County Council
Town Hall
Crowe Street
Dundalk
Co. Louth A91 W20C

29th November 2021

Dear Frank,

RE:	ARDEE EDUCATE TOGETHER NATIONAL SCHOOL
REVISED PART 8 PLANNING APPLICATION
PART 8: 4 CLASSROOM EXTENSION

We refer to the above Planning Application and provide the following Statement in support of the documentation and revised drawings submitted for an additional 4 Class Extension to the previously approved scheme for an 8 Class Primary School. The scheme proposals have been amended to allow for an increase in Special Needs Accommodation to include a 4 Class SEN Suite in lieu of the previously approved 2 Class Suite in accordance with Department of Education requirements. The revised schedule of accommodation now includes 8 General Classrooms, 4 Special Needs Classrooms and all associated administrative and ancillary accommodation.

Archaeology

An initial Archaeological Impact Assessment was completed by Archer Heritage Planning Ltd. in March 2015.
A secondary Archaeological Geophysical Survey, License Ref: 17R0230 and Test Trenching Survey, License Ref: 17E0565 were undertaken under the direction of Archaeological Consultancy Services Unit on 3rd-4th January 2018 and 18th-19th January respectively. Please refer to the attached Archaeological Report dated 29th January 2018. This survey includes a photographic record of the existing stone wall fronting Jervis Street and the existing stone culvert running parallel to Jervis Street where a proposed boulevard shall connect the proposed Ardee ETNS site to the existing public road network.
The initial Archaeological Impact Assessment and secondary Archaeological Surveys included the full extent of the development site inclusive of the footprint of the proposed 4 class extension.
17 test trenches were exposed on completion of the geophysical survey to determine evidence or likelihood of relevant or significant archaeological findings. The Report concludes that no archaeological features or deposits were recorded.
The secondary Report recommends that archaeological monitoring be continued during topsoil removal in the early stages of the proposed construction works.

Appropriate Assessment Screening

An initial Appropriate Assessment Screening Report was completed by the Moore Group on 5th March 2015. 
This Report concluded that there was limited biological and hydrological connectivity between the proposed site of Ardee ETNS and Natura 2000 sites. No direct impacts or habitat fragmentation to Natura 



2000 sites would result from the proposed school development and no indirect or cumulative impacts on Natura 2000 would result from the proposed development.
A secondary Appropriate Assessment Screening Report was completed by the Moore Group on 1st November 2021 to determine if the proposed 4 class extension would have any impacts upon Nature 2000 sites.
Please note that the scope of both the Initial and Secondary Assessments included for the entirety of the proposed development site including the footprint of the initial development and proposed 4 Class extension.
The Secondary Assessment of Significance of Effects concludes that there is no direct connectivity to any European sites within or outside the potential zone of influence and there shall be no predicted effects on any European site as a result of the proposed building including the 4 Class extension.
No further assessment is required as the proposed development, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, will not have a significant effect on a European site.
Please refer to the attached Appropriate Assessment Screening Report.

 Environmental Impact Assessment

The initial Part 8 Planning Application for an 8 Class Primary School + 2 Class SEN was considered at Planning stage. It was concluded that due to the limited nature and scale of the proposed development, together with the absence of any connectivity to any sensitive location, that there would be no real likelihood of any significant impacts upon the environment. The requirement for an Environmental Impact Assessment was therefore excluded from planning consideration for the initial proposal.

The Department of Education identified a demographic need to increase the Special Needs Accommodation from a 2 Class Suite to a 4 Class Suite in late 2020. The current Part 8 Planning Application includes for the redesign of part of the previously approved scheme to incorporate a 4 Class SEN suite with an additional 4 Class extension to provide general teaching rooms displaced by the increase in SEN accommodation. The extension is to be constructed within the confines of the site boundary that was considered in the Part 8 Planning Approval cited within Louth County Council`s Executive Report dated 29th March 2018. The area of the 4 Class extension is proportionate to the initial approved school and will not have any connectivity to any sensitive location so there will be no increased impact upon the environment. 

The development is not listed under Part 1 or 2 of Schedule 5 of the Planning & Development Regulations nor was it considered as a sub-threshold development for the purposes of Schedule 7 PDR. The initial approved application was considered and it was determined that there was no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment and as such an EIAR was not required. The proposed extension will not have any significant bearing upon this determination. 

Sustainable and Surface Water Drainage 

Surface water run-off from development will be managed in several ways.  Surface water from the roads and car park shall be collected in gullies that convey flow to a sub-surface drainage network.  Surface water will discharge from this network to the open watercourse, south of the building footprint, at a restricted flow rate equivalent of greenfield run-off, in accordance with the Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study.  During periods of rainfall where the flow rate generated exceeds the restricted rate (2.5 l/s), surface water will be temporarily stored in a sub-surface geo-cellular attenuation system, located south of the proposed hard play area.  An oil separator will be located upstream of the watercourse to filter any oil or silt that may have entered the drainage network.  This will ensure a high quality of water discharge from the site.
 
Rainwater from the building roof will drain to gutters and downpipes that connect to a separate sub-surface ground drainage network.  This network directs the flow to a rainwater harvesting tank, from where the water can be recycled and re-distributed around the school building for flushing toilets to off-set potable water usage.  Where the rainfall exceeds the water demand, a high-level overflow will allow the surplus to drain into the main surface water drainage network as noted above.  
 
The porous surfaces of the sensory and play areas allow water to pass through and into a granular sub-base. Drains at the base of the sub-base act as an overflow from the pavement to the surface water drainage network.  The permeable sub-base structure will reduce the rate of surface water entering the main network and provides attenuation storage.
 
The impermeable hard paved areas around the proposed school building will fall to filter drains that will allow surface water infiltration to the sub-soils and pipework to convey surplus water to the main drainage network.
 
The main public boulevard access road connecting to Jervis Street, will drain to road gullies that connect to a wide filter drain laid in the adjacent grass verge.  Surface water run-off from the footway and cycle path will discharge overland into the verge and filter drain below.  The filter drain will convey flow to the open watercourse, at which point the rate of discharge is restricted to the greenfield rate.  Attenuation storage is provided within the filter drain aggregate and over-sized pipework.  Water is effectively treated as it passes through the upper topsoil layer of the filter drain and the aggregate surrounding the pipe.

Yours sincerely,
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For Kennedy FitzGerald Architects LLP
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Partners
M Finlay BSc BArch RIBA CA      
F Harron BSc BArch RIBA MRIAI 
K Major BSc Dip AAS RIBA 
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