LOUTH LOCAL AUTHORITIES / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Dundalk Joint Policing Committee
Minutes of Meeting held in Town Hall, Dundalk on Monday 1st November 2010 at 5.00pm
Present:-

LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllrs. Jim Loughran (Vice Chairman), Marianne Butler, Edel Corrigan, Jennifer Green, Alan Grehan, Conor Keelan, Eamon O’Boyle, Jim Ryan
Officials:
Frank Pentony, Director of Services/Town Clerk DTC

Paddy Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer

AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA



Superintendent Gerard Curley

Sergeant Eugene Collins

OIREACHTAS MEMBERS

Senator Mark Dearey

COMMUNITY/VOLUNTARY RESPRESENTATIVES 




Dr. Michael Hynes





Harry McCarthy





Alan Maguire

Apologies:
Cllr. Martin Bellew

Cllr. Terry Brennan


Cllr. Kevin Meenan


Cllr. Peter Savage


Cllr. Tomas Sharkey


Cllr. Harry Todd


Seamus Kirk, TD
----------------------------------------------

In the absence of the Chairman Cllr. Loughran, Vice Chairman acted as Chairman.
Cllr. Loughran proposed a vote of sympathy to Cllr. Bellew on the death of his wife Sarah.  This was seconded by Cllr. O’Boyle and confirmed by all.

Cllr. Green proposed a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Niall Dorr.  In seconding the proposal Cllr. Keelan complemented the Gardai on their work on the investigation into the young mans death to date.

1.
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th September were agreed on the proposal of Dr. Hynes and seconded by Cllr. O’Boyle.
2.
Matters Arising
Restorative Justice
Dr. Hynes sought to have a speaker from Restorative Justice present at a future meeting.

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme

Cllr. Keelan sought an update on local Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.

Sergeant Collins reported to the meeting that:-

· 40 schemes are operating in Dundalk.

· The key is to have individuals act as a point of contact.

· Liaison Gardai are assigned to each scheme drawn from the Community Garda unit.

· Also assigned is a Patrol Garda or visits the particular area when on duty and roster permitting.

· Groups meet with Superintendent and Crime Prevention Unit.

· Very active schemes have newsletter and links to schools.

· Links to council in respect of newer developments is very important.

Superintendent Curley commented that he would welcome suggestions where new schemes would be appropriate.

Mobile Speed Detection Units

Cllr. O’Boyle queried how the new private sector mobile speed detection units would operate.

Superintendent Curley advised that he had no details to date as how same would operate in the division.  He agreed to report on the scheme at the next meeting.

Halloween Celebration

Dr. Hynes queried if there had been any major incidents to report during the Halloween period.  Superintendent Curley reported that the Gardai had made sizable seizures of fireworks in the period leading up to Halloween.  In response to specific queries in regards to Carlingford / Greenore, Superintendent Curley agreed to further examine the matter and if additional resources were required next year he would address same.
Recent St. Marys Road Incident

Senator Mark Dearey raised the matter of the death of Niall Dorr and he wished to commend the Gardai on the manner in which they have managed and resourced the investigation to date.  He wished them every success with the investigation.

House Break-ins

Cllr. Corrigan queried if there has been an increase in house break-ins and how were the Gardai dealing with home security and personal protection issues.  Sergeant Collins outlined Garda procedure and dealt specifically with the Garda approach to dealing with the elderly in regard to personal and Home security.

He outlined that the Gardai are keen to get the message out about personal protection and they work closely with St. Vincent de Paul in the issue of personal alarms.
Council Staff Impersonation

Cllr. Loughran raised the matter of report of a small group reported to be posing as council environmental staff.  F. Pentony advised that council staff carry appropriate identification and Sergeant Collins advised all members of the public to challenge all callers for identification.

Annual Crime Status

Cllr. O’Boyle requested that a report on annual crime statistics be given to a future meeting. Superintend Curley agreed to report the CSO  records at a future meeting. 
3.
Next Meeting
P. Donnelly advised the meeting that the dates for the 2011 meetings would issue following a meeting of the County JPC Co-ordinating Committee.
That concluded the meeting.
Confirmed at Meeting held on:
__________________
Signed: ____________________   Chairman     

Signed: ____________________   Meetings Administrator       
