LOUTH LOCAL AUTHORITIES / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Dundalk Joint Policing Committee
Minutes of Meeting held in Town Hall, Dundalk on Monday 9th May 2011 at 5.00pm
Present:-

LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllrs. Martin Bellew   (Chairman), 
Jim Loughran            (Vice-Chairman), 
Edel Corrigan, Oliver Morgan, Eamon O’Boyle, Jim Ryan, Alan Grehan, Ollen Herr, Connor Keelan, Tomás Sharkey, Harry Todd
Officials:
Frank Pentony, Director of Services/Town Clerk DTC

Paddy Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer

AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA



Inspector John Foudy 
Sergeant Mick Sheridan

OIREACHTAS MEMBERS




Peter Fitzpatrick T.D.

COMMUNITY/VOLUNTARY RESPRESENTATIVES 




Dr. Michael Hynes





Harry McCarthy





Alan Maguire

Apologies:
Seamus Kirk, TD


Superintendent Gerard Curley

Cllr. Marianne Butler
----------------------------------------------

1.
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th February 2011 were agreed on the proposal of Cllr. O’Boyle and seconded by Mr Alan Maguire.
2.
Matters Arising
Clarification on the meeting scheduled for the 7th November and not the 5th as per the minutes. Cllr. Boyle raised the matter of begging on the streets and recent Vagrancy Laws and the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 2010.  Members sought clarification as to incidents of individuals begging on the street and in commercial premises.   Sgt. Sheridan advised that they have been applying the provisions of the new legislation and he advised of two specific incidents, where individuals have been prosecuted under the new legislation.  He continued that the Gardai are continuing to be vigilant in this matter.

3.
Foreshore Bye-Laws
Paddy Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer, brought to the attention of meeting the County Councils Harbour and Foreshore Bye-Laws.  He advised the meeting of the need for individuals using personal watercraft (jet skis) are required to have a permit from the Council, in order to co-operate such craft on the coast.  He highlighted that there are a number of specific bathing areas from which watercraft are not permitted to operate under the bye-laws.  He looks forward to the general public’s co-operation in regard to these matters and that the Gardai would be working with the Local Authority to implement the provisions of the bye-laws, which the Gardai and authorised Members of the Local Authority may enforce.  Cllr Jim Loughran queried the Foreshore bye-laws, in the matter of shell fish collection along the Co. Louth coastline, for instance where locals, who had for years engaged in this practice now finding that third parties are now engaged in this activity, leaving little opportunity for the local traditional collector that harvest the fish.  Paddy Donnelly agreed to circulate the bye-laws to the Members but advised that this matter was not covered by the bye-laws.
4.
Committee Work Programme
Frank Pentony, Director of Services, circulated a document suggesting issues that that the committee might consider for a work programme.  
i. Tackling Anti-Social Behaviour in Private Estates
Following a discussion in regard to this matter, Cllr. Sharkey proposed the keeping of a Landlord Register, in order that particular landlords could be advised of the anti-social behaviour of their clients.  Frank Pentony advised that such a register is kept by the Private Tenancy Board, details are not available.  Alan Maguire queried if anti-social behaviour policy could be included in the Taking in Charge conditions Mr. Pentony agreed to raise this matter with the Planning Section.  Cllr Ollan Herr queried the provision of a roaming CCTV camera, on a temporary basis where anti-social behaviour is an issue.  Frank Pentony advised that the Council did operate such a camera in respect of litter black spots; however, he did indicate that there was issue in relation to the use of CCTV without public notice of same and the issue of the collection and retention of such information.  Cllr. Harry Todd raised the issue of bonfire night in June and what arrangements where in place.  Insp. John Foudy confirmed that a policing plan would be in place and the Gardai would be working with the Local Authority in regard to managing same, as they did in 2010.
ii. Traffic Management

Mr Frank Pentony advised that a road safety initiative might be undertaken by the Committee in an effort to promote Road Safety, Following a discussion on same, Members agreed to reconsider issue at a later meting.

iii. Restorative Justice 

Frank Pentony confirmed that he had investigated the possibility of a representative from Restorative Justice, presenting a future meeting of the Joint Policing Committee.  Cllr. Sharkey proposed that a representative from Restorative Justice be invited to a future meeting this was seconded by Cllr. Todd
iv. Public Meeting of Dundalk Joint Policing Committee

Frank Pentony outlined the requirement of the Committee to host a public meeting on an annual basis, in this instance he suggesting the September coincide with a public meeting, which would be held in Town Hall.   A speaker from Restorative Justice could be invited to the public element of the meeting.  Cllr. Martin Bellew sought the Members agreement to this, and it was agreed if practical to host a pubic meeting in September, at which a representative of Restorative Justice would be invited to be a speaker.
v. Extinguishment of Public Rights of Way

Work of the Town Council in regard to extinguishment of public rights of way, which numbered 51 for the last 5 years were highlighted.  Frank Pentony suggested that the members of the joint Policing Committee might like for future proposals to make submission in regard to same. It was noted the issue would be returned to at a future meeting.

5.
Notice of Question
From Cllr E. Corrigan

“In the case of takeaways / unlicensed food premises offering services such as – “we can also deliver cigarettes and alcohol with all delivery orders”

What steps are being taken by An Garda Siochana and local authorities to ensure cigarettes and alcohol are not being supplied to persons under the legal age limit and only within applicable hours?”

Response:
Inspector Foudy advised that Community Relation Sergeant, Sgt. Collins and his team had carried out some enquiries on this matter prior to the meeting to ensure an accurate report on the matter.  The Gardai are not aware of any takeaway, food premises offering a service of alcohol and cigarettes delivery, however, the Gardai would be keeping the matter under review.

That concluded the meeting.
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