LOUTH LOCAL AUTHORITIES / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Dundalk Joint Policing Committee
Minutes of Meeting held in Town Hall, Dundalk on Monday 31st May 2010 
Present:-

LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllrs. M. Bellew (Chairman)

J. Loughran, O. Herr, J. Green, M. Butler, H. Todd, S. Bellew, K. Meenan, E. O’Boyle, J. Ryan, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, A. Grehan, T. Sharkey
Officials:
F. Pentony, Town Clerk / Director of Services


P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer

D. Storey, Senior Executive Officer

AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA



Inspector L. McGinn

OIREACHTAS MEMBERS

Deputy A. Morgan, TD
Senator M. Dearey

COMMUNITY/VOLUNTARY RESPRESENTATIVES 




Dr. M. Hynes





H. McCarthy





A. Maguire

Apologies:
Deputy D. Ahern, TD

Deputy S. Kirk, TD


Deputy F. O’Dowd, TD


Cllr. C. Keelan
----------------------------------------------

1.
Introduction
Due to the fact that a number of members of the committee were attending their first meeting, the Chairman invited all members present to introduce themselves.
2.
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 1st March 2010 were adopted on the proposal of Cllr. O’Boyle, seconded by Cllr. Loughran.
3.
Adoption of Standing Orders
The Standing Orders dated March 2010 as circulated were adopted on the proposal of Dr. M. Hynes, seconded by Cllr. O’Boyle.
4.
Congratulations
Cllr. D. Breathnach proposed, and it was unanimously agreed to record a vote of congratulations to Superintendent James Sheridan on his promotion to Chief Superintendent in the Sligo Division.
5.
CCTV
Ms Paula Gribben, RAPID Co-Ordinator with Dundalk Town Council, gave a powerpoint presentation on proposals for installation of CCTV in certain community areas in Dundalk.
A debate ensued during which a number of issues/observations were raised and clarified including, inter alia:-

· Details of cameras currently in position.

· Why certain locations were being chosen.

· Hours of monitoring (will be recording but not continuously monitored on a 24 hour basis).

· Who will be entitled to view recording.

· Practicality of using mobile cameras.

The committee, on the proposal of Cllr. S. Bellew, seconded by A. Maguire, unanimously endorsed the proposals as presented.

6.
Alcohol Bye-Laws
F. Pentony Director of Services, advised that the current Alcohol Bye-Laws were adopted in 2000 and the time might be opportune for a review of same.
Inspector L. McGinn gave figures on numbers of prosecutions to date and outlined some of the difficulties in enforcement.

It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr. Meenan, seconded by Senator Dearey that the committee participate in a review of the Bye-Laws as part of its 2010/11 work programme.

7.
Anti Social Behaviour Strategy
D. Storey, Senior Executive Officer introduced the draft Anti Social Behaviour Policy and outlined the background to its preparation and the main features and proposals therein.
A number of issues/queries were raised and clarified by Messrs.  Pentony and Storey.  The committee unanimously agreed to recommend the adoption of the draft policy by Dundalk Town Council.

8.
Garda Síochána Briefing
Inspector L. McGinn gave a comprehensive overview of policing operations in the greater Dundalk area covering issues such as:-
· Geographical area and population.
· Garda numbers.

· CCTV coverage.

· Garda Division Programme and links with Rapid Group.

· Community alert areas.

· Drugs and firearms offences.

· Road traffic accidents.

· Liaison with PSNI.

A lengthy debate ensued and Inspector McGinn responded to various issues raised.

9.
Work Plan 2010/11
The Chairman invited members to submit their suggestions for actions to be included in a work plan for 2010/11 which would be discussed at the next meeting.  Among the items suggested at the meeting were:-

· Restorative justice.

· Re-organisation of defunct community alert areas.

Further suggestions should be submitted to the Meetings Administrator not later than the middle of August for consideration at the next meeting which is scheduled for 6th September 2010.

That concluded the meeting.
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