LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA

Dundalk Local Policing Forum
Minutes of meeting held by Town Hall Crowe St Dundalk at 6.15pm on Tuesday 7th March 2023 
Present:
LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllr Sean Kelly  

Cllr Marianne Bulter
Cllr Antoin Watters
Cllr Kevin Meenan

Cllr Edel Corrigan

Cllr Conor Keelan

Cllr Tomas Sharkey

Cllr Maeve Yore

Cllr Emma Coffey

PPN Members:
John Temple PPN

Sean Farrell PPN

Oireachtas Members 
Nil
Officials:
   
Joe McGuinness , Director of Services
Thomas McEvoy , Louth County Council

Finbar Gethins, Senior Executive officer 

Sinead McVerry, Administrative Officer
Laura McCarragher, Clerical Officer 
AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Sgt Mark McNulty

                                   

Chief Superintendent Alan McGovern

Sgt 

Apologies:   
Pat McVeigh PPN

Cllr Andrea McKevitt
      Superintendent Charlie Armstrong

Minutes of Previous Meeting

Minutes from the Joint JPC meeting which took place on 15th November 2022 as amended were proposed by Cllr Yore  and seconded by Cllr meenan  
Matters Arising

Representative’s from Co Operative Housing Finbar Hennessy & Lar Ruddy were invited to give the JPC members an update on the situation at Hallidays Mill and the members concerns regarding ASB at this development. FH informed the group there  were issues with asb at this location but that Co Operative Housing have been working with AGS and the residents and local communities to address these issues,. Like all new developments there were teething problems and issues with nuisance and asb. However the housing officer has worked with AGS and residents to address the issues and all concerned feel they have now turned a corner in relation to the issues. In addition it is noted that communal apartment living is a new concept for many people and it can take time for residents to get used to this type of living. However given the Co Development Plan policies this is model of housing that will be provided in the future to address the current housing crisis. At present 1 case with RTB .

Local Authority Report

Director of Service Joe McGuinness advised members on recent developments under the 5 pillars of the Community Safety Strategy. 
A copy of the most recent report was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting.

Garda Report

Superintendent Armstrong   gave a presentation on the Garda Report outlining crime Statistics in the Dundalk Sub District Area.
A copy of the most recent report was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting :
Arising from the report the following matters were discussed:
· AGS confirmed there is a fulltime drugs unit located in Dundalk.

· Request for comparative statistics with 2019 figures 

· Request for figures in relation to domestic abuse AGS advised these are not available as yet as they are not easily extrapolated from PULSE system. AGS informed the meeting that they have a call back policy in place to follow up in relation to any DV incident to make victims aware they have done nothing wrong and to encourage them to report the issue. All members agreed Women’s Aid provided much needed support in such cases
· Discussion concerning the far right protests against migrants/international protection applicants (IPA’s) and the large amount of misinformation that is circulating. AGS confirmed they had received no reports of any criminal activity being perpetuated by any immigrants/international protection applicants in the area to date particularly in Termonfeckin. AGS have appointed special liaision officers to engage with accommodation centres. AGS acknowledged a number of these protest had taken place and were organised on social media. It was also noted a number of counter protests had also taken place.

· Request for speed cameras along Bellurgan Staright and along road at Omeath Park Hotel.
. 

· Request for AGS to enforce the ban on HGV’s on Wolfe Tone Terrace and to deal with vehicles double parking in town centre on Friday and Saturday night and  causing traffic disruption.
· Request for full time resources in Blackrock Station. 

· Several members raised the issue of e -scooters on footpaths and all agreed there is a need for an educational and awareness campaign in relation to e scooters.. AGS advised legislation is being prepared in relation to e-scooters and other motorised vehicles. One member advised that several boxes of luminous jackets had been left at Carnbeg Hotel for residents to use, but that they have not being used to date and cannot be compelled to wear them . 
· AGS advised they are preparing policing plans for St Patricks day and Easter weekend. They will also continue to engage with local communities with regard to specific issues such as dog control, 
· Members called for the reinstatement of meetings between AGS and residents association which were previously held with Sgt Eugene Collins to address issues in local neighbourhoods and helping address of nuisance and asb escalating. Some members suggested membership should be expanded to include sports clubs also. 
· The members passed their congratulations to the local gardai who were in receipt of Scott Medals. 

.LA 16  Statistics

Joe McGuinness informed the members this item will be included on the Agenda going forward and statistics will be provided for members consideration. Figures for noting. 
Meeting Schedule 2023
Meeting schedule for 2023 was circulated to the JPC members. The members agreed that the new format of JPC meetings commencing after MD meetings finished was acceptable to them but that the public meeting scheduled for September should be a stand alone event. 
Correspondence
At previous JPC meeting in November PPN member John Temple reminded the JPC members that he presented a report to the JPC concerning cycling and cyclists a number of years ago. He asked that this  report is circulated again to all members and that it’s recommendations be taken on board by the JPC. Correspondence was circulated and following discussion the matter was approved by Cllr Yore and seconded by Councillor Watters with agreement that the following items would be followed up on:

· LCC to explore linking in with Louth Sports Partnership to see what training can be provided , 

· AGS to look at applications for events and how they are being marshalled, 

· LCC to link with road safety officer 

· JPC Chair to contact Minister Jack Chambers and propose that a pilot scheme is introduced at Lordship which is an  pinchpoint. 

LA 16 Stats

· LA16 stats presented to the members for noting. Members expressed concern at the significant number of accidents and fatalities along the R173 & R175 and suggested that ongoing collaboration with The Minister and all stakeholders needs to continue to address the issues along these roads. 
Correspondence

· Correspondence in relation to IFA membership of the JPC presented to the members for noting.

AOB
Confirmed at Meeting held on:
            ______________________________
Chairman:



______________________________   

Meetings Administrator: 

______________________________    

