LOUTH LOCAL AUTHORITIES / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Dundalk Joint Policing Committee
Minutes of Meeting held in Town Hall, Dundalk on Monday 7th February 2011 at 5.00pm
Present:-

LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllrs. Martin Bellew (Chairman), Marianne Butler, Edel Corrigan, Jennifer Green, Kevin Meenan, Oliver Morgan, Eamon O’Boyle, Jim Ryan
Officials:
Frank Pentony, Director of Services/Town Clerk DTC

Paddy Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer




David Storey, Senior Executive Officer





Peter Gaffey, Housing Liaison Officer

AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA



Superintendent Gerard Curley

Sergeant Eugene Collins

OIREACHTAS MEMBERS


COMMUNITY/VOLUNTARY RESPRESENTATIVES 




Dr. Michael Hynes





Harry McCarthy





Alan Maguire

Apologies:
Seamus Kirk, TD


Senator Mark Dearey

Cllrs. Declan Breathnach


Jim Loughran


Tomás Sharkey


Harry Todd


Peter Savage 
----------------------------------------------

1.
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 1st November 2010 were agreed on the proposal of Cllr. O’Boyle and seconded by Cllr. Ryan.
2.
Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.
3.
Overview of Crime Statistics
Superintendent Curley presented an overview of crime statistics for the area for 2010 as produced by the Central Statistics Office.
Among the statistic highlights were that there had been two murders in the area in 2010 and that there were records of the discharge of firearms on four occassions.

There were 78 cases of assault or assault causing harm an increase of 23 on the previous year.  The number of less severe assaults was down by 27 cases.  The number of public order offences also fell by 36 cases in the period reported on.
Following a discussion on the matter in which Superintendent Curley addressed the members’ questions, the Chairman thanked the Superintendent for his detailed report.

4.
Work Programme 2011 
F. Pentony addressed the Committee in regard to the formulation of a Work Programme for 2011.  This he outlined, would give structure to the work of the Committee and assist in measuring the progress and success of the Policing Committee initiative.  Issues for the Work Programme include:-

· Anti social behaviour in private estates

· Traffic management

· Restorative justice

· Public meeting of JPC

F. Pentony agreed to present the Work Programme at the next meeting.

5.
White Paper on Crime
F. Pentony drew the Committees attention to the call for submissions in regard to the White Paper on Crime.  Members can submit to the Director of Services/Town Clerk any issues they feel should be included in a submission before 17th March and the Director of Services will co-ordinate a joint response.

6.
Anti Social Behaviour Strategy
A presentation on the Council’s Anti Social Behaviour Strategy was delivered by David Storey, Senior Executive Officer and Peter Gaffey, Anti Social Behaviour Officer.  The presentation outlined the council policies in the matter and Peter Gaffey outlined the number of complaints and actions taken over the last three years.

The Officials addressed the members questions in regard to the policy and in complimenting the staff on their presentation and work in the area, the Chairman highlighted the need for such a policy in private estates.

7.
Begging on the Streets (Vagrancy Laws), Criminal Justice (Public Order) Bill 2010
Superintendent Curley in presenting the item confirmed to members that the Act had come into effect on Thursday 3rd February and already his staff had two detections under the Act.
The Superintendent in addressing the member’s questions on the matter highlighted the additional powers that the new provision provided for including addressing organised begging and measures to address begging activities presented as selling of goods and magazines.

8.
Any Other Business 

The Chairman sought and got agreement that the item of Any Other Business would not in future appear on the agenda and that Committee Members could forward their Motions to the Meetings Administrator Paddy Donnelly or the Director of Services Frank Pentony in advance of future meetings (preferably a minimum of 14 days) in order for the issue to be included on the Agenda.

9.
Schedule of Meetings for 2011 

· The meetings schedule for 2011 is as follows:- (All meetings schedule for 5pm and to be held in the offices of Dundalk Town Council unless advised otherwise)

· Monday 9th May

· Monday 5th September       
· Monday 5th November          
· Date of Public meeting date to be confirmed.

That concluded the meeting.
Confirmed at Meeting held on:
__________________
Signed: ____________________   Chairman     

Signed: ____________________   Meetings Administrator       
