LOUTH LOCAL AUTHORITIES / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Drogheda Joint Policing Committee
Minutes of meeting held in Millmount Meeting Room, Drogheda on Monday 17th May 2010 at 7.00pm
Present:-

LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllrs. F. Maher (Chairman)

P. Bell, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane, A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton, O. Tully, F. Godfrey, P. McQuillan, T. Byrne
Officials:
P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer

M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer

AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA



Superintendent G. Smith


Inspector B. Cadden



Sergeant D. McGivern

OIREACHTAS MEMBERS

Deputy Dermot Ahern, T.D., Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
Deputy A. Morgan, T.D.

Deputy F. O’Dowd, T.D.

Senator J. Carroll


COMMUNITY & VOLUNTARY SECTOR





Ms Nuala Earley





Ms Marie Russell





Mr. John Crilly

Apologies:
Deputy Seamus Kirk, TD

Cllr. M. O’Dowd (Mayor)


J. Martin, Town Clerk/Director of Services
----------------------------------------------

1.
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 22nd February 2010 were adopted, on the proposal of Cllr. Bell, seconded by Cllr. Nash.

It was noted that the reference to “Drogheda East and North” in the second paragraph should read “Drogheda East and West”.

Matters Arising from Minutes

Cllr. Nash – anti social behaviour continuing in Trinity Gardens.

Cllr. Godfrey – anti social behaviour issues in Clogherhead.
Cllr. McQuillan – letter of support for Drogheda Youth Development Group for funding for a youth café.

2.
Adoption of Standing Orders
The draft Standing Orders as circulated were adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Callan, seconded by Cllr. Bell.
Cllr. O’Heiligh highlighted the issue of disabled access to the meeting venue.

3.
Appointment of Vice Chairman
After a number of nominations were made for the position of Vice Chairman, it was agreed to defer the appointment to the following meeting pending clarification as to who could be nominated and which members of the committee could make the appointment.  The item would be first on the Agenda after adoption of minutes.
4.
Garda Síochána Briefing
Superintendent Smith gave a brief update on recent events including the St. Patricks Day Parade which went off successfully.  Sergeant D. McGivern gave a presentation on a programme which the Gardaí are delivering to secondary school students on knife crime and its repercussions.  A lengthy debate ensued during which a number of issues were raised and observations made including accessibility of knives, research as to why people carry knives, use of mediums such as social networking sites to get messages across to young people, danger of giving wrong impression about extent of knife crime in the town, recent strengthening of legislation etc.
Superintendent Smith in responding to a number of the issues raised, presented some detailed statistics on incidents reported, investigations, prosecutions and convictions.  He highlighted the responsibilities of parents, refuted allegations that there were not enough gardaí on street patrols and highlighted the support services delivered to crime victims, particularly the elderly with follow-up visits.

Mr. Dermot Ahern, TD, Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform addressed the meeting.  He highlighted the role and importance of the Joint Policing Committees in fostering a community based approach to policing and outlined some significant changes in legislation introduced by him.  He also stressed that allocation and distribution of garda resources was solely a matter for local garda management and that the overall force had increased from 11,000 to 14,500 during his Ministry.  He would welcome any recommendations from the Joint Policing Committees for further changes in the law.

5.
Local Authority Briefing/Anti Social Behaviour Strategy
Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer presented the new draft Anti Social Behaviour Policy which had been drawn up by the Borough Council under the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, which required consultation with the relevant Joint Policing Committees.  She presented a number of statistics in relation to anti social behaviour enforcement action under the existing policy.  A lengthy discussion followed where issues raised included refusal of housing accommodation to people convicted of offences, need for similar enforcement provisions in private housing estates, additional street lighting and signage, etc.
The committee unanimously endorsed the draft policy and welcomed its impending adoption by the local authorities.

6.
Proposed Seminar
The Chairman introduced a proposed seminar to be held in the Westcourt Hotel, Drogheda on Saturday 29th May 2010 at the instigation of the Mayor, Cllr. O’Dowd, in response to recent stabbing incidents in Drogheda and a draft programme was outlined.
It was proposed by Cllr. Callan and seconded by Cllr. Culhane that the committee endorses and welcomes the holding of the seminar.
7.
Schedule of Meetings for remainder of 2010 

It was proposed by Deputy A. Morgan, seconded by Cllr. Tully and agreed that the remaining meetings in 2010 would be held on Monday 20th September and Monday 15th November at 7.00pm.

That concluded the meeting.
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