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Minutes of Meeting of Drogheda Joint Policing Committee held on Monday, 22nd February, 2010 at 7.00 p.m. in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda. 
Present:
In the Chair:


Councillor F. Maher.   
 




              
Councillors:  


P. Bell, K. Callan, M. Coogan, 





R. Culhane, F. Gallagher, 





I. Munster, G. Nash, 





M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.

Drogheda East & West Cllrs:
O. Tully, W.F. Godfrey.


  
Community & Voluntary Sector: 
 Ms. Marie Russell.

  
Drogheda Borough Council:
Ms J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk 





Ms. Mary T. Daly, SEO

  
Garda Siochana:


Superintendent G. Smith,






Inspector Brendan Cadden.
Apologies were received from Councillor A. Donohoe, Ms. Nuala Earley, Dermot Ahern T.D.
An Ceann Comhairle, Seamus Kirk T.D. Deputy Arthur Morgan T.D, Deputy Fergus O’Dowd T.D.
Senator James Carrroll, Councillor T. Byrne, Councillor P. McQuillan.
The Chairperson, Councillor F. Maher opened the meeting of the Drogheda Joint Policing Committee.

The Chair outlined that the Joint Policing Committee was now extended to include the full County
Electoral Area of Drogheda East and North as both of these areas are serviced by the Drogheda Garda
 District.
Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 30th November, 2009.
The Minutes of Meeting held on Monday, 30th November, 2009 were adopted on the proposal 
of Councillor M. Coogan, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane.

Matters arising from the Minutes.
· Anti Social behaviour at Trinity Gardens – An update was given by Supt. G. Smith.   The 

Superintendent outlined that extra patrols had been put in place and the problems of anti-social

behaviour in this area had been reduced.

· Superintendent G. Smith gave an update on the policing arrangements in Clogherhead and Dunleer.
New Standing Orders
A report on Standing Orders was given by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk.   The Members noted the Standing Orders.
Update on the current Work Plan.

A review of the 2009 Work Plan was given by Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer and Superintendent. Gerry Smith.

Call for Submission for the Work Plan 2010 – 2011.

Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk outlined that the Borough Council would be contacting all the Members of the Joint Policing Committee requesting that they revert to the Borough Council with proposals for the Work Plan for 2010 – 2011.

Update on the nomination of a representative from the Community and Voluntary Sector further to vacancy created by Councillor K. Callan.
Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk outlined that a third replacement was required from the Community and Voluntary Forum to fill the vacancy which occurred as a result of Councillor K. Callan being elected to the Borough Council.   Ms. Martin outlined that Louth Local Authorities had forwarded nomination papers to the Community and Voluntary Forum requesting that they nominate representatives for all 3 Joint Policing Committees in the County with 1 replacement in Drogheda to be filled.   It was further outlined that a sectarian approach would not be taken as was taken with previous nominations to the Pilot Joint Policing Committee. It was outlined by the Borough Council that the nomination of a Voluntary Representative was in accordance with the guidelines on the Joint Policing Committees as issued by the Department.
Following discussions it was agreed by the Joint Policing Committee that they would seek to fill the replacement with the youth representatives from the Community and Voluntary Forum, but that the Committee would be open to any nominations from the Community and Voluntary Forum

Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor K. Callan.
“That this Joint Policing Committee supports the introduction by Drogheda Borough Council of a new anti social behaviour strategy for all residential areas within the council’s functional area. 

Whilst Drogheda Borough Council has a strategy in relation to council tenants and to estates controlled by Drogheda Borough Council, the issue of anti social behaviour does arise in other residential areas throughout Drogheda and a strategy is needed to assist residents of these areas. 

That Drogheda Borough Council introduce a fast acting response to anti social behaviour in these residential areas by examining on request and on a case by case basis, where appropriate, increased public lighting and the introduction of by law signage relating to alcohol consumption and litter. 

This strategy will assist local residents in dealing with anti social behaviour and will operate with the cooperation of local residents, residents associations, An Garda Siochana and Drogheda Borough Council” 

A discussion took place between the Members with regards to the Notice of Motion and the following points were raised:
· Develop a strategy for dealing with anti-social behaviour in private estates by taking a co-ordinated approach through the Drogheda Joint Policing Committee.
· What mechanisms are available to the Local Authority and the Gardai with regard to dealing with anti social behaviour in private estates.

· Tenants in receipt of rent supplement.

Suspension of Standing Orders.

The Members agreed to suspend standing orders to discuss a Notice of Motion  submitted by Councillor R. Culhane.

The Motion was in relation to the banning of Head Shops in the Borough Council Area:

“That we agree on a cross party/multi-agency approach, to find a solution, to the disturbing sale of mind-altering products, from Headshops in Drogheda.   Three of which have opened in the town.

It is incumbent on us as a Council to do all in our power to have these premises closed and ensure the health and safety of our youth.

A number of countries in Europe have already introduced legislation banning the sale/supply of products from these premises following the death of two young people who ingested products purchased from these outlets.

One such product B.Z.P. was last year banned by the Minister for Health, a chemical which has side effects including Paranoia, psychosis and depression and found to be freely on sale in Headshops.   It is unclear if the proprietors of these shops are in compliance with the legislation governing the sale/supply of this dangerous product.

I call on the Irish Government to introduce legislation immediately to have these Headshops closed, in the interest of the Health of our young citizens”
The Notice of Motion was discussed by the Members.

Superintendent G. Smith updated the Members with regard to the problems with Head Shops.   It was outlined that the Garda Siochana had prepared a Parental Information Resource Leaflet to be circulated by An Garda Siochana to all schools in the area (copy attached to the Minutes).   The following issues were raised by the Members:

· Responsibility of Owners of the premises.

· Communication with Government Departments with regard to the introduction of legislation for the banning of Head Shops.

· Education.

· Publicity Campaign.   The Parental Information Resource Leaflet to be circulated to all Schools, Sporting Clubs and Community Groups.

It was agreed by the Members that Drogheda Borough Council would write to the Department of the Environment, Department of Health and Department of Justice with regard to the introduction of legislation to ban Head Shops. 

Any Other Business.
Superintendent G. Smith outlined to the Members that the route for the St. Patrick’s Day Parade had now been agreed.
This concluded the business of the Meeting.
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