LOUTH 

COUNTY 
COUNCIL
Ardee Joint Policing Committee
Minutes of Meeting held in Ardee Castle, Ardee on Tuesday 7th September 2010 at 6.00pm 

Attendance
Elected Members:
Cllrs. Padraig McKenny (Chairperson)

Jim Tenanty (Vice Chairperson)

Leonard Hatrick

Michael Farrelly
Mary Kavanagh

Fintan Malone

Dolores Minogue

Finnan McCoy

Jim Lennon

Liam Reilly

Colm Markey
Louth Local Authorities:
Joe McGuinness, Director of Services

Paddy Donnelly, SEO/Meetings Administrator
An Garda Síochána:
Superintendent Ray Brennan


Inspector Brendan Cadden
Oireachtas Members:
Fergus O’Dowd, TD





Seamus Kirk, TD





Senator Mark Dearey
Voluntary/

Community Sector:
Hugh Conlon





Johnny Brennan

Apologies:


Minister Dermot Ahern, TD

Cllr. Pearse McGeough




Superintendent Gerard Smith





Inspector Paul Kieran

----------------------------------------------

1.
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th May 2010 were adopted on the proposal of Cllr. M. Farrelly and seconded by Cllr. J. Lennon.
2.
Matters Arising
Minutes to be corrected to record the attendance of Cllr. J. Lennon.
Cllr. P. McKenny, Chairman proposed a vote of sympathy to Cllr. P. McGeough on the death of his mother.

3.
Report on Garda Matters – Ardee District
Supt. R. Brennan presented a report on the activity of the Garda units in the Ardee area.  The report was wide ranging and covers areas such as Community Alert, Community Watch, Business Watch and included details of the forces’ activity in regard to public houses.  The Superintendent also reported on the very successful Turfman Festival and an initiative of Commissioner Faulkner in regard to engagement with the public.
4.
Report on Garda Matters – Drogheda/Mid Louth District
Insp. Cadden reported on Garda matters in the Mid Louth area and welcomed the recent addition of a member to the Community Garda Unit.  The Inspector outlined the manning levels at Dunleer being a Sergeant and four Garda and a similar level in Clogherhead.  The rostering in both areas above dovetailed in order to ensure a 24 hr service across both areas with additional cover being extended from the Drogheda station.
5.
Report on Local Authority Matters – Anti Social Behaviour Statistics (January – July 2010)
J. McGuinness presented the report and highlighted and confirmed that the Anti Social Behaviour Policy had been adopted by Council and applies to Council and former Council houses.
He outlined that a total of 45 complaints had been received in the period which resulted in three written warnings and 51 verbal warnings.  No further action was recommended in the remaining 36 cases.

The Chairman welcomed the report but highlighted the shortcoming in the private rented houses were not included in the policy.

Members further discussed the issue and on the proposal of H. Conlon, seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy, it was agreed that the Committee write to the Minister to have legislation extended over privatively  rented houses and private estates.

6.
Preparation for Halloween Activities
Supt. Brennan spoke of the Gardaí ‘shock and awe’ approach to the matter by means of enforcement and education.  The Superintendent suggested that locally, firework displays should be organised where proper control could be exercised.  Cllr. Malone welcomed this suggestion and requested that the matter be explored, if not for this year, for future years.
In address to Mr. Conlon’s motion (g) on the same matter, Insp. Cadden highlighted that the details of the Garda approach to such matters are operational sensitive but he concluded that the Gardaí in the area are making full use of the provision of the 2006 Act to address the matter.

7.
Motions
a. That An Garda Síochána report on the enforcement of licensing legislation in Ardee town – Cllr. J. Tenanty.

Cllr. Tenanty queried the Garda action in regard to an Ardee Public House reportedly selling alcohol after the nightclubs have closed.

For operational reasons, Supt. Brennan outlined that he could not be very specific about any single case, but suffice to say that the matter is being dealt with in a reasonable and responsible manner.

b. That the committee be given an update on the Garda Foot Patrols in Dunleer Village – Hugh Conlon.
Inspector Cadden responded that there is a 1 hour foot patrol in the early shift and two 1 hour patrols in the late shift.

c. What is the present position on the chasing down of the graffiti artist who defaced walls at Dunleer Church.  The content of which was an affront to the Gardaí – Hugh Conlon.
Inspector Cadden confirmed that one person had been charged in the matter.

d. That the Committee be given an outline of events which led to the unusual request by the Gardaí to the Scoraíocht Lannleire Committee to present a copy of the Safety Statement at Dunleer Garda Station just 4 days before the Leinster Fleadh Ceoil events at their centre – Hugh Conlon.
The Chairman ruled the matter out of order as per the Standing Orders, as it is an operational matter for the Gardaí.

e. That the Committee be provided with a full report on the known drug dealing activities in the areas highlighted at the previous meeting – Hugh Conlon.
The Chairman ruled the matter out of order as per the Standing Orders, as it is an operational matter for the Gardaí.

f. That the Gardaí identify the trouble-makers and break-up the gangs hanging around Dunleer Village, under the loitering acts.  Also that parents’ are made fully aware of the misconduct of their children through video tape evidence recorded by the Gardaí – Hugh Conlon.
The motion was discussed at length by the members with Supt. Brennan outlining the Garda procedure in such incidents.

8.
Correspondence
District Policing Partnership – Members agreed that the Chairman should attend.
9.
Any Other Business
Cllr. Malone queried how the activity of ‘boy racers’ could be addressed on the new road from Sean O’Carroll Street to the N33.  Supt. Brennan’s view was that the Gardaí had no powers in regard to same as the road is not taken in charge.

Mr. J. Brennan welcomed the appointment of Garda Aidan Ryan to Dunleer and complimented him on his work to date.

Cllr. Malone requested the Community Alert Scheme be listed for the next meeting.

Mr. H. Conlon proposed that the next meeting be held in Dunleer at a venue to be agreed.

The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 2nd November.

That concluded the meeting.
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