LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA

Dundalk Local Policing Forum
Minutes of meeting held by Town Hall Crowe St Dundalk at 4.00pm on Tuesday 7th November 2023 
Present:
LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllr Sean Kelly  

Cllr Marianne Bulter
Cllr Antoin Watters
Cllr Kevin Meenan

Cllr Edel Corrigan

Cllr Conor Keelan

Cllr Maeve Yore

Cllr John Reilly

Cllr Andrea McKevitt

Oireachtas Members 
Ruairi O’Murchu, TD
Senator John McGahon

PPN Members:
John Temple PPN
Pat McVeigh PPN
Officials:
   
Joe McGuinness, Director of Services
Thomas McEvoy, Louth County Council

Finbar Gethins, Senior Executive Officer

Sinead McVerry, Administrative Officer
Louise Larkin, Clerical Officer 
AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
                                   

Superintendent Charlie Armstrong
                 

Garda Laura Martin 
Apologies:   
Sean Farrell PPN

Garda Mark McNulty
Declan Mills

Cllr Robert Nash
Cllr Emma Coffey
Cllr Liam Reilly
Cllr Thomas Sharkey

Minutes of Previous Meeting

Minutes from the Joint JPC meeting which took place on 6th June 2023 were proposed by Cllr Sean Kelly and seconded by Cllr Meenan.

Matters Arising

Cllr Maeve Yore asked if reports can be sent sooner to allow time to read before meeting.
Local Authority Report

Director of Service Joe McGuinness advised members on recent developments under the 5 pillars of the Community Safety Strategy. 
A copy of the most recent report was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting.

Garda Report

Superintendent Armstrong gave a presentation on the Garda Report outlining crime Statistics in the Dundalk Sub District Area.
A copy of the most recent report was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting:
Arising from the report the following matters were discussed:
· Members expressed concerns about the dangers of Vaping.  AGS informed the committee that Tomas Sharkey arranged talks in Cuchulainn secondary school about the dangers of Vaping.
· Members discussed Money-Muling and asked what is being done.  AGS informed the meeting that schools have been approached and informed about same to raise awareness.

· Members brought up speeding on the roads asked can we progress on a Safe Driving course for younger people.  

· Members asked if there was any news on the Garda Station on Clanbrassil Street: AGS said this is not an overnight answer that additional people would be required to man another station.  AGS went on to say it is not off the agenda and that it will be looked into.

· Members mentioned that more personnel are needed in Blackrock.  AGS advised that more personnel have been requested.  

· A member asked why a patrol car is available in Hackballscross - Dromad Garda Station.  AGS advised that due to an accident the car was taken off the road and that there was a car temporarily assigned to the area.
· Electric Scooters - Members asked AGS if they have ever apprehended an E-scooter vehicle for using a footpath. AGS informed the committee that legislation is imminent but there is no update yet. 
· Flooding in Dundalk: Members thanked LCC and AGS for their help and quick thinking in respect of the recent flooding.  They also thanked the Chief Super-intendant for personally checking in on the recent flooding.
· Refugee Centres: Members expressed concerns over the dangers of people from the centre walking the roads at night, they cannot be seen and are not wearing hi-viz vests.  Members asked AGS if they can inform the centres of the dangers.  AGS advised it is not something they have done but they will investigate it and see if someone will call to the centre to talk about the dangers.
· A member mentioned that businesses in town are concerned about gangs hanging around outside their premises, they are feeling intimidated.
.LA 16  Statistics

Joe McGuinness informed the members this item will be included on the Agenda going forward and statistics will be provided for members consideration. Figures for noting. 
· Anti-Social behaviour: Members talked about the upcoming visit from the minister for housing on 16th November and suggested that it would be a good opportunity for ASB to be brought to light.  Members want stricter penalties for those who continually abuse the system, break the law and crucify neighbours, it is a waste of garda and local authorities’ resources.  A member suggested that LCC should be given the power to evict tenants who are convicted of and continually cause ASB.
AOB
Drugs related intimidation.  Conference in Athlone 23rd November.
Confirmed at Meeting held on:
            ______________________________
Chairman:



______________________________   

Meetings Administrator: 

______________________________    

