LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA

Dundalk Local Policing Forum


Minutes of meeting held by Town Hall Crowe St Dundalk at 3.30pm on Tuesday 5th March 2024.

Present:
LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllr John Reilly  
Cllr Marianne Bulter
Cllr Antoin Watters
Cllr Kevin Meenan
Cllr Conor Keelan
Cllr Maeve Yore
Cllr Andrea McKevitt
Cllr Robert Nash

Oireachtas Members 
Nil

PPN Members:
Nil

Officials:	   

Thomas McEvoy, Director of Services
Finbar Gethins, Senior Executive Officer
Sinead McVerry, Administrative Officer
Louise Larkin, Clerical Officer 

AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Chief Superintendent Alan McGovern
      Superintendent Charlie Armstrong

      PSNI

                                                        
Apologies:   
Sean Farrell PPN
Garda Mark McNulty
Declan Mills
Cllr Edel Corrigan
Cllr Emma Coffey
Cllr Liam Reilly
Cllr Thomas Sharkey
Cllr Maria Doyle







Minutes of Previous Meeting

JPC Chairperson Cllr Kelly was unable to attend and it was agreed that Cllr John Reilly would act as Chairperson on this occasion.

Whilst the JPC did not have a quorum to attend to JPC official business the members present agreed to proceed with the meeting and to discuss the Local Authority Report and the Garda Report and other Agenda items. 


The acting chair welcomed Superintendent Norman Hassett PSNI and Inspector Lynn Corbett from the PSNI who were attending the meeting.  Norman & Lynn have experience of community safety partnerships in Northern Ireland and AGS & PSNI are working together  keeping people safe on both sides of the border.

Matters Arising

Cllr Maeve Yore asked if reports can be sent sooner to allow time to read before meeting.

Members raised the issue of e scooters and asked AGS if E-scooter legislation has been enacted and if so when will it be enforced?
Member also asked for clarification on regulations around use of E-Scooters are, can U16 year olds be apprehended and scooters confiscated?  
AGS informed the committee that they welcome the new legislation and  said the rules and regulations will be looked at. AGS also advised  road traffic teams will be visiting schools in town to deliver talks on speeding and use of E-scooters.

Members raised the issue of anti social behaviour in the Quay Street area in town including needles being disposed of in the streets and continuous shoplifting in Brodigan’s Londis shop, JPC members requested that a additional regular patrols are needed in the area.  AGS advised that they will investigate this.  

Members asked if there was any update on the Garda Station on Clanbrassil Street.  
AGS stated the issue is not off the table, however they are exploring alternatives such as the Mobile Community Engagement Garda Bus , which can be used in towns and villages and at events and festivals, and driven into housing estates and housing  developments. 
The mobile station is like a community hub and AGS can carry out many of their policing functions and duties from the mobile Garda Community Engagement Bus. 


Members thanked AGS for the community policing in Blackrock.  AGS said for the 1st time there is now a full time sergeant in Blackrock. AGS also advised . 
AGS advised they have not lost anyone from the Dundalk Community Policing Unit since the introduction of the new Garda Operating model. 

Local Authority Report

Senior Executive Officer Finbar Gethins advised members on recent developments under the 5 pillars of the Community Safety Strategy. 

A copy of the most recent report was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting.


He updated the members on Building Safer Communities, SICAP, the Local Amenities Grant and the Sports Leadership Partnership.
He also mentioned the recent Age Friendly Louth Accessibility Audit along a portion of the Dublin Rd, Drogheda (R132) on 26.02.2024.  
All comments and observations from the audit will be collated into a report and presented to TCD, Louth County Council and the Joint Local Area Plan for Drogheda. 

He also advised LCC have issued Expression of Interest forms to migrant led community groups registered with Louth PPN who may be interested in hosting an Africa Day event in each municipal district. 
The aim of the event is to showcase African Culture, Africa Heritage & African Diversity. They will also celebrate the talent and success of the African Community in Co Louth and highlight its rich diversity. Africa day will be celebrated on Saturday 25 May 2024.

Garda Report

Superintendent Armstrong gave a presentation on the Garda Report outlining crime Statistics in the Dundalk Sub District Area.  

A copy of the most recent report was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting:

Arising from the report the following matters were discussed:


· Members expressed concerns about Speeding saying that it’s a big issue and asked can the national guidelines be enforced? Can speed limits be reduced? Member said that we need stats from RSA.  AGS said they will look into getting stats from RSA.

· Members discussed Money Mulling and asked what is being done.  AGS informed the meeting that Money Muling on a national level is being taken very seriously and they are currently working in partnership with a number of different agencies to tackle this. Schools have been approached and informed about same to raise awareness.

· Members brought up Cross Border issues around boy racers and speeding on the Carrickarnon Rd  and Castleblaney Road .Members requested  AGS and PSNI have some joint operations to address this issue.  AGS said they support cross border policing and that they are currently working together to tackle boy racers on both sides of the border.  PSNI added that best results are when they have policing on both sides.  PSNI are in Crossmaglen policing in the border area they ha a presence there and are calling into local coffee shops etc.

· Member spoke about his concerns about the road safety at the CBS and Friary school in Dundalk he said that bus operators are unable to park because of illegal car parking by parents picking up and dropping off children.

· St Brigid’s Event: Members thanked LCC and AGS for the work and garda presence at the square saying the event was a great success.  AGS were delighted to be invited.

· A member mentioned gangs of professional beggars in town is a problem they are hanging around targeting older people.
 

· Norman Hassett PSNI and Lynn Corbett PSNI attended the meeting.  Norman has 28 years’ service with the police, he spoke about the similarities with issues and crimes in the Newry Mourne and Down district saying crimes are the same both sides of the border.  He said this reinforces the need for good cross border relations, good infrastructure and monthly meetings are very important to plan, execute and tackle issues.

· Member asked if there is the same problem in the north with police recruitment?  PSNI said they are currently at lowest number of police mostly due to financial reasons, but he said that they will start to recruit again in April.

· Inspector Lynn Corbett said that cooperation in border areas is needed and that relations with Dundalk are good.  She went on to say that there have been massive changes in the last few years with reinforcing and delivering help with community issues like domestic violence and societal crimes both side of the border.  She said she is proud of where we are, and her drive is to build on what has been achieved.


LA 16  Statistics
Figures for noting.
AOB

· The  PSNI members were invited to comment op their attendance at the meeting and they noted in years gone by cross border co operation was ad hoc . But that in recent years there is stronger structures in place . AGS and PSNI noted a lot of commonality in the social and community issues they are both dealing with and all agreed they are working on strengthening the to build on what ha sbeen achieved to date.

· Cllr Reilly thanked everyone for the attendance and contributions. 

