LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA

Dundalk Local Policing Forum
Minutes of meeting held by Town Hall Crowe St Dundalk at 5.15pm on Tuesday 15th September  2022. 
Present:
LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllr Sean Kelly  

Cllr Marianne Bulter
Cllr Antoin Watters
Cllr Kevin Meenan

Cllr Edel Corrigan

Cllr Conor Keelan

Cllr Tomas Sharkey

Cllr Maeve Yore

PPN Members:
Pat McVeigh PPN

John Temple PPN

Sean Farrell PPN

Oireachtas Members 
Officials:
   
Joe McGuinness , Director of Services
Thomas McEvoy , Louth County Council

Sinead McVerry, Administrative Officer
Laura McCarragher, Clerical Officer 
AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Superintendent Charlie Armstrong
Sgt Mark McNulty

Apologies:   
Cllr Andrea McKevitt
Chief Superintendent Alan McGovern

Minutes of Previous Meeting

Amendment to Minutes in relation to previous meeting on 10th May 2022, under AOB members agreed the following text should be included:

· Members raised the issue of alleged sex offenders in the local community  , individual is allegedly on bail and not adhering to their bail conditions. AGS advised  they cannot comment on individual cases but that there is a management system in place for dealing with sex offenders.

Minutes from the Joint JPC meeting which took place on 10h May  2022 as amended were proposed by Cllr Yore  and seconded by Cllr Watters.  
Matters Arising

Nil

Local Authority Report

Director of Service Joe McGuinness advised members on recent developments under the 5 pillars of the Community Safety Strategy. 
A copy of the most recent report was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting.

Discussions arose from same as follows :

· A significant number of sporting activities and events organised by Louth Sports Partnership & LCC Sports Office for children , older people and people with a disability.

· Age Friendly Structures are being reinvigorated with Age Friendly Alliance meeting taking place at end of November and Older Peoples Council/Forum being re-established and seeking new members.
Peace Plus Action Plan : Public Consultation campaign currently underway in relation to the Peace Plus Action Plan across the county . Individuals and representative’s from a wide range of groups are communities invited to have their say and get involved with the public consultation process. 

Members were informed the format of the LA Report will be reviewed in Q1 2023 to ensure it is aligning with the actions of the Community Safety Strategy. 
Cllr Meenan proposed that a special JPC meeting is held to discuss ongoing issues of anti social behaviour in Hallidays Mill, Point Rd, Dundalk. He suggested that all stakeholders including LCC Officials, LCC Councillor’s, Residents, AGS and rep’s from Co Operative Housing are invited to attend a closed meeting if required to discuss and try and resolve the issues at this development. Cllr Yore supported the proposal and it was agreed the Chairperson of the JPC would arrange and revert to the members.
AGS noted they have met with Co Operative Housing & local residents on several occasions to date including 31 May 2022, & 18 October 2022 but that they welcome the opportunity to meet with all stakeholders. 
Garda Report

Superintendent Armstrong   gave a presentation on the Garda Report outlining crime Statistics in the Dundalk Sub District Area.
A copy of the most recent report was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting which included comparative figures for 2019 as requested at previous JPC meeting. 

Arising from the report the following matters were discussed:
· Several members raised the issue of cyclists and e -scooters on footpaths and all agreed there is a need for an educational and awareness campaign in relation to cyclists and e scooters. Members requested action and commitment plan be put in place to deal with this issue. AGS advised legislation is being prepared in relation to e-scooters and other motorised vehicles. AGS noted request.

· Members noted increase in aggressive begging in town centre.  AGS informed the members they have increased patrols in town centre and are linking in with Town Centre Manager in relation to this matter.

· Whilst members welcomed AGS detection rates in relation to driving under the influence of drink & drugs members expressed concern at such ongoing activities.

· Members congratulated AGS in respect of their 100th anniversary celebrations and their efforts in relation to monitoring car parking on footpaths at sporting events.
· Issue of boy racers especially in Cooley area was discussed. AGS advised they carry out regular patrols in the area and there is a regular review of phone calls to the station and an audit in relation to follow up of calls received into the station. AGS advised they liaise on a regular basis with their colleagues in PSNI. 
· Members expressed concern over burglars impersonating AGS in the Cooley area to gain access to households. AGS advised they are investigating the matter and suggested  that if members of the public have any concerns in relation to verifying AGS identification they can contact the Garda Station and confirm identities.

· It was noted that there has been an increase in break in’s  , in a number of long term car parks in town that are used by commuters. Members requested that CCTV is installed in some of these car parks to deter criminals and queried if this could be explored through the JPC. 

· Members welcomed the TY work experience programme which afforded a number of students the opportunity  to work directly with AGS for 1 week. AGS & members agreed the scheme was successful and will be considered for 2023. It was suggested that a longer lead in time would be welcome by schools to avoid scheduling clashes. AGS noted and advised they also have to work around scheduling commitments and operational commitments.  

· Cllr Sharkey requested that AGS meet with principles of all local post primary schools to discuss pertinent issues for post primary schools and school pupils . He also suggested that AGS should liaise with post primary schools in advise of new legislation regarding vaping and e-cigarettes issues which are of particular importance to the post primary school community.

· Members noted the extensive amount of community engagement AGS are involved in and welcomed such initiatives. The presence of AGS welcomed at Blessing of the Graves during the summer to allay the fears of the local community. It was suggested that regular meetings with AGS & Residents Associations/ Neighbourhood Watch groups are re-established as they were a very successful means of communication with communities. Superintendent Armstrong advised he would welcome such meetings and would make himself available to attend. 
· Request for an education / awareness campaign to link with Christmas and the purchase of and use of scooters, quads, bikes and scramblers. Noted. 
· Members requested that the designed bus stop /yellow box at Major’s Hollow is clearly identified to stop car’s parking in it and to allow the bus to pull off the road safely and allow school children to access and alight the bus in a safe manner. Illegal car parking at Major’s Hollow in the designated bus stop is preventing this taking place and putting children’s safety at risk. LCC agreed to explore installing road markings/yellow box for bus to pull in safely at this area. 
· Members noted the CPU emphasis on community engagement particularly in relation to working with young people . Members suggested balance needs to be struck in relation to elderly people who often feel isolated and vulnerable. AGS advised they CPU continue to engage with older people in a proactive manner and have recently rolled out an extensive crime prevention initiative and pack to old and vulnerable residents in Co Louth. 
· Request for AGS to engage with DKIT students in advance of Freshers Ball and Halloween and to engage with residents in vicinity of DKIT. Sgt Eugnene Collins determined work in this area was noted prior to his recent retirement. 

· John Temple reminded the JPC members that he presented a report to the JPC concerning cycling and cyclists a number of years ago. He asked that this is report is circulated again to all members and that it’s recommendations be taken on board by the JPC. He requested an education programme for cyclists and road users, to include education/awareness in use of roads and cycleways and location and adherence of signage. 

· JPC members noted a large turnout at the Public Meeting in September which was universally welcomed. 
LA 16 Stats

· LA16 stats presented to the members for noting. Members expressed concern at the significant number of accidents and fatalities along the R173 & R175 and suggested that ongoing collaboration with The Minister and all stakeholders needs to continue to address the issues along these roads. 
Correspondence

· Correspondence in relation to IFA membership of the JPC presented to the members for noting.

AOB
Confirmed at Meeting held on:
            ______________________________
Chairman:



______________________________   

Meetings Administrator: 

______________________________    

