Cllr YpreLOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA

Dundalk Local Policing Forum
Minutes of meeting held by Zoom Conference Call on 13th July   2021 at 4.00pm 
Present:
LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllr Sean Kelly

Cllr Meave Yore  
Cllr Antoin Watters
Cllr Marianne Butler
Cllr Liam Reilly

Cllr Kevin Meenan

Cllr Maeve Yore

Cllr Edel Corrigan

Cllr Conor Keelan

Cllr John Reilly

Cllr Emma Coffey

Cllr Tomas Sharkey

PPN Members:
Pat McVeigh PPN

Sean Farrell PPN

Oireachtas Members 
Ruairi O Mhurchu 

Officials:
   
Paddy Donnelly, Director of Services
Frank Pentony, Director Of Service

Sinead McVerry, Administrative Officer

AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Chief Superintendent Christy Mangan
Sgt Liam Archibald
Sgt Mark McNulty
Apologies:   
DeputyGed Nash
Deputy Erin McGreehan
Cllr Andrea McKevitt

John Temple PPN

Introduction and Welcome

Cllr Sean Kelly opened the meeting and welcomed the members. He advised that due to public health restrictions as a result of Covid 19 the meeting was being held by Zoom Conference Call. 

Paddy Donnelly Director of Service advised the meeting that members of the media were joining the meeting and that guidelines pertaining to attendance at public meetings remain in place and that electronic/digital recording of the meeting was prohibited

Minutes of Previous Meeting

Minutes from the Joint JPC meeting which took place on 13th May 2021 were proposed by Cllr Yore and seconded by Cllr Antoin Watters.
Matters Arising

Nil

Local Authority Report

Director of Housing Paddy Donnelly advised members on recent developments under the 5 pillars of the Community Safety Strategy. 
A copy of the most recent report was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting.

Discussions arose from same as follows :

· Libraries re-opening and the significant increase in library opening hours was welcomed by the members
· CCTV Muirhevna Mor District Park- need for capital investment in relation to maintenance and infrastructure of system. 
· Issue of speed limits review was discussed and members sought clarity on whether review extended to public roads, roads in estates and/or speed limits at schools
· LCC confirmed it had commenced consultations with local cycling clubs in relation to the proposed new cycling routes in Dundalk 

. 
Garda Report

Inspector Archibald gave a presentation on the Garda Report outlining crime Statistics in the Dundalk Sub District Area..

Arising from the report the following matters were discussed:
· Members noted the increased patrols in Blackrock Park and AGS confirmed this area was getting a lot of attention from them in terms of engagement and visibility. To date they have noted no substantive issues with ASB but have observed evidence of drinking taking place within the park.

· Drug Related Intimidation it was noted this continues to be a source of a lot of distress and concern. Some families are having their windows broken and houses threatened. Everyone is encouraged to report these incidences to AGS. Members discussed this was part of a wider drugs problem in Co Louth and across the country as part of the drugs pandemic. AGS advised this is an area that received the highest property in the division. 

· FASN it was noted the very vital work this service provide but that there are major concerns regarding its future funding and ability to remain open.  
· No further update on the filling of posts within AGS. Members requested JPC secretariat contact Garda Commissioner and raise this issue with him. It was also agreed TD’s should raise the issue on the floor of the Dail. 

· Operation Revolve to deal with cyclists on footpaths and e scooters etc being rolled out across the area. Request to look at Avenue Road as part of Operation Revolve.

· AGS advise road policing unit have conducted operations in relation to so called boy racers in north louth area. AGS also advised a cross border operation with PSNI is planned before end of July.  
AOB 

JPC Steering Committee
The members were informed that the JPC Steering Committee will meet in September to discus format of future JPC meetings in line with Covid 19 Guidelines. The Steering Committe will also consider the format of the public meetings provisionally scheduled for October 2021. 
Confirmed at Meeting held on:
            ______________________________
Chairman:



______________________________   

Meetings Administrator: 

______________________________    

