

LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA

Dundalk Local Policing Forum
Public Meeting 122h October 2021
Minutes of meeting held by Zoom Conference Call on Tuesday 12th October  2021 at 6.00pm 
Present:
LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:

Cllr Sean Kelly
Cllr Antoin Watters
Cllr Marianne Butler

Cllr Kevin Meenan

Cllr Maeve Yore

Cllr Andrea McKevitt

Cllr Edel Corrigan

Cllr Conor Keelan

Cllr John Reilly

Cllr Tomas Sharkey

Cllr Maria Doyle 

PPN Members:
Pat McVeigh PPN

Sean Farrell PPN

Declan Mills PPN
Oireachtas Members : 
Ruairi O Mhurchu 

Officials:
   
Paddy Donnelly, Director of Services

Sinead McVerry, Administrative Officer

      Frank Pentony, Director of Service
Apologies:
Cllr Liam Reilly

Jed Nash TD

Cllr Emma Coffey

John Temple PPN
AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Chief Superintendent Christy Mangan

Superintendent Charlie Armstrong  

Sgt Mark Nulty 
Introduction and Welcome

Chairman Sean Kelly opened the meeting and welcomed the members he advised that due to public health restrictions as a result of Covid 19 the meeting was being held by Zoom Conference Call. 

Paddy Donnelly Director of Service advised the meeting that members of the media were joining the meeting and that guidelines pertaining to attendance at public meetings remain in place and that electronic/digital recording of the meeting was prohibited
Superintendent Charlie Armstrong Dundalk Division was congratulated on his new post and welcomed to the meeting by the Chairperson on behalf of the members, 
Minutes of Previous Meeting

Minutes of Dundalk JPC Meeting which took place on 13th July 2021 were noted. 

An Garda Siochana Report
An Garda Siochana presented a report in relation to the Dundalk  District a copy of which was circulated to the members in advance of the meetings. 
They advised Operation Tombola, Operation Thor and Operation Stratus continue to be rolled out across the region. 
It was noted that Inspector Damien Kirwan received his second Scott Medal and Sgt Eugene Collins received his first Scott medal.

The members raised issues with regard to 

· Greenore request to consider  a possible one way system in place

· Operation Resolve : AGS advise this Operation will be back up and active 

· Traffic Calming Measures Boyle O Reilly Tce, LCC advise this measure was raised previously and residents were advised the measure can’t be implemented as there is no alternative route available for HGV’s from N53.

· FASN  ongoing issues with funding- members agreed there was a critical need for funding for this agency as the issues of drug intimidation is increasing. 
· Garda Vacancies. Garda Commissioner has commenced the process of filling vacant Sgt posts. 

· Query as to the harmonising of penalty points for mobile phone usage north and south of the border. AGS to revert.
Drogheda Community Action Team – Presentation

Sgt Parry from the Drogheda Community Action Team gave a presentation to the meeting on the Drogheda Community Action Team. 
This team was established by Chief Superintendent Mangan in response  to escalating issues around anti social behaviour in certain communities in Drogheda. The team comprises 6 individuals 1 Sgt and 5 Gardai. 
They employ a high visibility approach, conducting  spontaneous operations , reassure the local population and are proactive in monitoring the communities they are based in. 

They are a uniformed unit and work closely with members of the community, community representatives, and local organisations. Not all issues raised with the Gardaí, or D-CAT require a policing response however, any information passed to the Gardaí from the community is valuable as it contributes to our local knowledge. D-CAT should not be confused with Community policing/ Community Engagement Teams as D-CAT place increased emphasis on law enforcement and crime detection
Questions from Members of the Public to JPC Members 
No. 1 Shane McGuinness Haggardstown Tidy Towns

Issues in relation to anti social behaviour at Chapel Pass. Haggardstown

Referred to LCC Community Section

No. 2 Tanya Thomson

Issues in relation to anti social behaviour and short term lettings in Carlingford
Louth County Council and An Garda Síochána continue to work closely to address any issues of anti-social behaviour. However the Council do not have a remit to investigate anti-social behaviour in privately owned houses. Issues in relation to anti-social behaviour in privately owned houses should be reported to An Garda Síochána. 
No.3 

Issues with parking in Pearse Park Dundalk

It is noted this estate was originally designed and constructed in the early 20th century when vehicle usage and traffic volumes were not at the levels they are today. Issues in relation to illegal parking and/or dangerous driving should be reported to An Garda Síochána. 
AOB 

Chief Superintendent Mangan advised the meeting An Garda Síochána would be supporting FASN fun run and encouraged all the members to support this good cause.
He also informed the meeting Youth Reach Night League will re-commence shortly, as it was a great success previously they are hoping to continue to build on its success. 

Confirmed at Meeting held on:
______________________________
Chairman:



______________________________   

Meetings Administrator: 

______________________________    


