LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA

Dundalk Local Policing Forum
Minutes of meeting held by Zoom Conference Call on 11th May  2021 at 4.00pm 
Present:
LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllr Meave Yore  (Acting Chairperson)
Cllr Antoin Watters
Cllr Marianne Butler
Cllr Liam Reilly

Cllr Kevin Meenan

Cllr Maeve Yore

Cllr Andrea McKevitt

Cllr Edel Corrigan

Cllr Conor Keelan

Cllr John Reilly

Cllr Emma Coffey

Cllr Tomas Sharkey

PPN Members:
Pat McVeigh PPN

John Temple PPN

Sean Farrell PPN

Declan Mills PPN
Oireachtas Members 
Ruairi O Mhurchu 

Officials:
   
Paddy Donnelly, Director of Services
Sinead McVerry, Administrative Officer

AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Chief Superintendent Christy Mangan
Superintendent Michelle Baker 

Sgt Mark McNulty
Apologies:   
Cllr Maria Doyle

Cllr Sean Kelly (Chairperson)

Deputy Fergus O’Dowd

Deputy Erin McGreehan

Introduction and Welcome

Acting Chair Cllr Maeve Yore opened the meeting and welcomed the members. She advised that due to public health restrictions as a result of Covid 19 the meeting was being held by Zoom Conference Call. 

Paddy Donnelly Director of Service advised the meeting that members of the media were joining the meeting and that guidelines pertaining to attendance at public meetings remain in place and that electronic/digital recording of the meeting was prohibited

Minutes of Previous Meeting

Minutes from the Joint JPC meeting which took place on 9th February 2021 were proposed by Cllr Meenan and seconded by Sean Farrell. .
Matters Arising

Queries in relation to the cutting back of the overgrown ditch running along the pitch at the back of Tom Bellew Avenue and the issue of alleyways in Muirhevna Mor was raised by Cllr Meenan.
Paddy Donnelly informed the committee the outdoor workers from the Council had returned to work only last week and this item was on their work programme for completion. 

With regard to the issue of alleyways the Housing Capital Team and the Housing Technical team have been working on a proposal for infill housing in this area. The proposal is currently with the Department for comment , however it is anticipated the proposal will address some concerns in relation to this matter.
Local Authority Report

Director of Housing Paddy Donnelly advised members on recent developments under the 5 pillars of the Community Safety Strategy. 
A copy of the most recent report was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting.

Discussions arose from same as follows :

· JPC Members wished to thank council staff for their support with regard to the Muirhevna Mor Peace Project 
· Libraries re-opening and the significant increase in library opening hours was welcomed by the members.

· Issue of vulnerable individuals being targeted by drug gangs to hold drugs and money was raised as was the effect this has on their families and the community at large. It was noted that the court system can take an extensive  amount of time to deal with such individuals and depending on the circumstances of the case and the charges levied  the council often has to wait on the outcome of the court case before they can look to take action and/or repossess the property.
· Issue of antisocial behaviour carried out by tenants in private rented accommodation of those in Approved Housing Bodies (AHB’s) was raised. Members were informed private landlords have legislation and the RTB to utilise in such circumstances. AHB’s have tenancy management teams and estate management policies in place to deal with such issues.

· Discussion as to how joint tenancies are dealt with by the council if there are issues with domestic violence and/or relationship breakdown. 
. 
Garda Report

Superintendent Baker gave a presentation on the Garda Report outlining crime Statistics in the Dundalk Sub District Area..

Arising from the report the following matters were discussed:
· Issue of scrambler bikes being a nuisance in certain areas noted. An Garda Siochana  advise if they come across scrambler bikes in a public place they can be seized.  

· Members noted An Garda Siochana Community Policing Unit attended local primary school recently in relation to drug awareness and drug education campaign. This initiative was welcomed by the members.
· Request for meeting between An Garda Siochana and Community Policing Unit & Network of School Principal’s across the local area to discuss the issue of drugs
· Welcome funding for signage in relation to speeding in Cooley, to assist with the road safety message. Request that speed checkpoints are put in place at some schools in Cooley to remind  motorists to slowdown.

· Incidences of ASB taking place at Peter St/Quay St at back of Hallidays Mill , request for increased Garda patrols in area.

· No further update on the Sargent post to be filled in Blackrock

· Operation Revolve to deal with cyclist on footpaths and e scooters etc being rolled out across the area. 

· Query regarding  Missing Persons database, AGS advise cases are  reviewed on a regular basis and in some case as can be upgraded to a murder enquiry. DNA is requested from families of missing persons and made available on national database in Ireland and the UK to assist with enquiries. 

· Request that issue of penalty points between North and South be    harmonised, AGS agreed to examine the issue. 

AOB 

JPC Steering Committee
The members were informed that the JPC Steering Committee met in advance of the JPC Forum and discussed issues pertaining to public meetings and face to face meetings. In accordance with Government advice meetings will remain on Zoom for the moment. The steering committee are looking at ways of engaging the public and increasing attendance at the public meetings scheduled for Autumn 2021. The matter will be discussed further at the next JPC Steering Committee meeting 
Confirmed at Meeting held on:
            ______________________________
Chairman:



______________________________   

Meetings Administrator: 

______________________________    

