LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA

Dundalk Local Policing Forum
Minutes of meeting held by Town Hall Crowe St Dundalk at 4.00pm on Tuesday 10th may 2022. 
Present:
LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllr Sean Kelly  

Cllr Meave Yore  (Acting Chairperson)
Cllr Antoin Watters
Cllr Kevin Meenan

Cllr Edel Corrigan

Cllr Conor Keelan

Cllr Tomas Sharkey

PPN Members:
Pat McVeigh PPN

John Temple PPN

Sean Farrell PPN

Oireachtas Members 
Officials:
   
Paddy Donnelly, Director of Services
Thomas McEvoy , Louth County Council

Sinead McVerry, Administrative Officer

AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Chief Superintendent Alan McGovern 
Superintendent Charlie Armstrong
Sgt John Heavey
Sgt Mark McNulty

Apologies:   
Cllr Marianne Butler

Ruairi O Mhurchu 

Erin McGreehan

John McGahon

Fergus O Dowd
Minutes of Previous Meeting

Cllr Antoin Watters acted as Chairperson on this occasion, he welcomed the members to the first in person meeting since early 2020 and invited all present to introduce themselves including the new members of An Garda Síochána. 

The members for their Minutes from the Joint JPC meeting which took place on 12th October 2022 were proposed by Cllr Yore  and seconded by John Temple.  
Matters Arising

Query as to when Dundalk would get a DCAT team similar to the amalgamated team of DCAT & Community Policing Unit in Drogheda. 
AGS advised no timeframe currently available for such a roll out in Dundalk as yet.  
Local Authority Report

Director of Housing Paddy Donnelly advised members on recent developments under the 5 pillars of the Community Safety Strategy. 
A copy of the most recent report was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting.

Discussions arose from same as follows :

Eighty seven organisations applied to the 2022 Community Activity Fund, 78 applications were approved by the LCDC. A total of €291,084.00 was approved through this grant for a wide range of different projects. This initiative was welcomed by the members as was the large number of successful application being processed.

· .The 2022, Amenity grants scheme was announced in March and closed on Friday 8th April 2022. Applicants were being encouraged to submit online through the portal, however, groups could submit through the usual traditional methods. Query as to whether this was budget being awarded at June Council meeting or if the number  of applications would be approved at June Council meeting..DOS confirmed the budget is already set and the number  of application submitted presented to council for approval would be considered. Under Section 66 Approval Scheme. 
· Louth Sports Partnership has assisted Dundalk Parkrun in setting up a Junior section on Sunday Mornings. It will be a timed 2km event every Sunday at 9:30am taking place at DKIT for 4-14 years. Members welcomed the Parkrun  especially for young children of primary school age. 
· On the 5th February the full Louth County Comhairle na nÓg met for an induction training day in Boomerang Youth Centre, Drogheda. The day focused on team building, exploring the role of youth councillors and in planning for the rest of 2022. Young people were in attendance from all three municipal districts and they left with a great sense of purpose and a clear vision for 2022.

During the county meeting the young people elected their leadership team for 2022 and this includes Aisling McQuillan, Dundalk Municipal Chair, Ruairi Holohan Drogheda Municipal Chair, Leah Shevlin Mid Louth Municipal Chair and Andrew Rosbotham Dail na nOg Representative.
Query as to whether primary school kids can avail of corn a nog or a similar type arrangement. DOS confirmed Cor na NOg open to post primary school pupils only . However local primary school pupils  are encouraged to visit the council and attend council meetings. They are also encouraged to make use of council chamber for debates and discussions. 
· The IPB Pride of Place 2022 competition is now open.  The two nominees chosen to represent Louth County Council are “The Red Door Project, under the Community Wellbeing category and “Creative Spark”, under the Creative Place Initiative, category. Entry forms are to be submitted by 13th May followed with summaries and photographs by the 10th June.  Judging will take place during the summer season (June-September).Nominees have been informed and are delighted to have been chosen and are looking forward to representing the County, in this year’s national competition. The members praised the great work being done by The Red Door in the area of out reach and support services for those with substance misuse issues and addiction issues. . 
Garda Report

Superintendent Armstrong   gave a presentation on the Garda Report outlining crime Statistics in the Dundalk Sub District Area.
Arising from the report the following matters were discussed:
· Noted increase in some statistics are a reflection of the economy especially the night time economy opening up again after Covid and extra high visibility Garda patrols have been put in place around town centre especially at weekends.

· Operation Fuiseog continues with emphasis on Domestic Violence and all incidents received in relation to domestic violence are created and logged by AGS and reviewed by Senior Management of AGS on a daily basis. Each incident is risk assessed and followed up with complainant. Members of AGS Probationary class  are involved in a project/ further engagement  with Women’s Aid to increase awareness and greater understanding around the area of domestic violence. Figures for domestic violence not included in Garda Report and there was a request for such figures for next meeting including convictions in this area. 
· Issues of Alcohol Related Litter was raised by some members expressing concerns that some drivers were engaging in littering and possible drink driving. AGS noted this and advised they had increased patrols especially on bank holiday weekends not just in Dundalk but on a county wide basis. 
· Discussion around extension of text alert systems to additional urban and rural areas. AGS advised Sgt John Heavey is assigned to this area and reviewing this matter at the moment. All members agreed text alerts systems were very welcome and a good effective means of communication with urban and rural communities. 

· Issue of illegal money lenders operating in Dundalk was raised and the misery they are causing for some families. AGS encouraged any one in such a  situation to report it to AGS so that the matter could be investigated. They noted there is often great difficulty in getting members of the public to report such instances and encouraged anyone experiencing  financial problems to contact MABS in the first instance

· Request for Garda Patrols at rear of 55-60 St Vincents Avenue as reports of asb taking place at this location. . 

Request for AGS to provide educational piece /awareness piece on controlled breeds in public areas. 
Request for AGS to include 2019 stats fin AGS Report for comparison purposes as it was felt 2020 and 2021 figures affected  by Covid .

Aggressive begging in Dundalk Town Centre  members agreed this was a problem and AGS noted same . 

.
Road Safety Statistics
DoS Paddy Donnelly informed the members this item will be included on the Agenda going forward and statistics will be provided for members  consideration. 

In addition Road Safety Officer is preparing Road Safety  Plan and when he has a draft plan prepared he will be invited to come and give a presentation to the members later in the year.

Public Meeting Proposal
Discussion as to how to increase attendance at public meetings, it was suggested at JPC Steering Committee that one event in September for all JPC to be part of  might be preferable. Some members suggested invited specific groups such as Corn a Nog and Men’s Shed’s etc to attend the meetings with items that would be of specific to such interest groups. It was agreed 3 Chairs from each JPC would meet to discuss and decide on how best to proceed with format of public meeting. 
AOB

Request for DoS to attend meetings with Voluntary pillar of PPN. Members were advised there is a structure in place for such meetings and that a number of staff members including PPN Resource Worker and PPN Co Ordinator in place to address such requests.
Issues of hostility between cyclists and road users , request to consider cycling programme and greater education and awareness  around this issue.  
Members raised the issue of alleged sex offenders in the local community  , individual is allegedly on bail and not adhering to their bail conditions. AGS advised whilst they cannot comment on individual cases but that there is a management system in place for dealing with sex offenders.

Request for Chief SuperIntendnet McGovern  to meet with principles of all local post primary schools to discuss pertinent issues for post primary schools and schoolpupils. the many issues. AGs agreed to proposal.. 

Confirmed at Meeting held on:
            ______________________________
Chairman:



______________________________   

Meetings Administrator: 

______________________________    

