

LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA

Drogheda Local Policing Forum
Zoom Meeting 28th February 2022
Minutes of meeting held by Zoom Conference Call on 28th February 2022 at 4.00pm 
Present:
LOCAL AUTHORITY
Elected Members:

Cllr James Byrne (Chairperson)

Cllr Tom Cunningham

Cllr Joanna Byrne

Cllr Paddy McQuillan

Cllr Declan Power

Cllr Michelle Hall

Cllr Pio Smith
Cllr Eileen Tully

Cllr Kevin Callan
Cllr Fiachra Mac Raghnaill
Members of the Oireachtas:

Fergus O’Dowd TD
Imelda Munster TD

PPN Members:

Tony Mullins PPN
Flora Okobi PPN

Robert Murray PPN
Officials:
                           


Paddy Donnelly, Director of Services.

Sinead McVerry, Administrative Officer
AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA

Chief Superintendent Christy Mangan

Supt Andrew Watters

Sgt Mark McNulty
Apologies:                                    











Deputy Ged Nash

Introduction and Welcome

Chairman James Byrne  opened the meeting and welcomed the members he advised that due to public health restrictions as a result of Covid 19 the meeting was being held by Zoom Conference Call. 

Paddy Donnelly Director of Service advised the meeting that members of the media were joining the meeting and that guidelines pertaining to attendance at public meetings remain in place and that electronic/digital recording of the meeting was prohibited
Minutes of Previous Meeting

Minutes of Drogheda  JPC Meeting which took place on 11th October  2021 were proposed by Councillor Joanna Byrne and seconded by Councillor Michelle Hall. noted. 

Matters Arising

Nil

Local Authority Report

The Local Authority Report was presented by Paddy Donnelly Director of Service and presented under the 5 pillars of the Community Safety Strategy. A copy of the report was circulated in advance of the meeting to the members.

Arising from the report the following matters were discussed:

Members agreed that once the Road safety Startegy is adopted the Road Safety officer should be invited to give a presentation on same to the JPC

It was noted the lucnh of the cultural ambassador programme had commenced wit the aim of helping integration of migrant communities into the local area. There is akrge body of important work ahead for the ambassadors and the memebrs wished them well in their work. 

An Garda Siochana Report
An Garda Siochana presented a report in relation to the Drogheda District a copy of which was circulated to the members in advance of the meetings. 
They advised Operation Tombola, Operation Thor and Operation Stratus continue to be rolled out across the region. 
The members raised issues with regard to 

· Arson Attack Drogheda Boys Club under investigation- issues of cctv – no schemes available at present 

· Halloween – will there be additional resources available  AGS confirmed there will be additional resources available as it is important for members of the public  to feel safe in their homes.  

· . 
· Drogheda Implementation Report all the members agreed it is important to implement the recommendations and it requires political support to do so.

· . 
Drogheda Community Action Team – Presentation

Sgt Parry from the Drogheda Community Action Team gave a presentation to the meeting on the Drogheda Community Action Team. 
This team was established by Chief Superintendent Mangan in response  to escalating issues around anti social behaviour in certain communities in Drogheda. The team comprises 6 individuals 1 Sgt and 5 Gardai. 
They employ a high visibility approach , conducting  spontaneous operations , reassure the local population and are proactive in monitoring the communities they are based in. 

They are a uniformed unit and work closely with members of  the community, community representatives, and local organisations. Not all issues raised with the Gardaí, or D-CAT require a policing response however, any information passed to the Gardaí from the community is valuable as it contributes to our local knowledge. D-CAT should not be confused with Community Policing/ Community Engagement Teams as D-CAT place increased emphasis on law enforcement and crime detection
Questions from Members of the Public to JPC Members 
Question No. 1 

Policing in Dublin Rd area of Drogheda – issues with antisocial behaviour and drug dealing

. 

An Garda Siochana noted the area of Grangerath and Southgate come under the policing control of Superintendent Ashbourne. Policing operations are undertaken by Gardai from the Ashbourne District in response to issues arising in these areas. There is an excellent relationship between Gardai from both the Ashbourne and Drogheda Districts at Management level but also at operational level on the ground and Gardai on both sides of the boundary work very well together. Arrests and detections have been made as a result of this ongoing relationship. The boundary between the two Garda Divisions is currently the subject of a review.”
Question No.2 

Issues raised in relation to Halloween and policing at this time of year, also Garda Confidential Telephone Line and removal of bonfire material 
With regard to the issues of bonfire material the Local Authority  & An Garda Siochana continue  will work together in the run up to Halloween to remove bonfire material. 
It is noted it is difficult to stop spontaneous bonfires which do occur. 
An Garda Siochana can confirm additional Garda resources will be put in place over Halloween. 
Confidential Telephone Line – a very important tool for AGS 180066611 and members of the public can leave a recording and it will be actioned.

AOB 

Chief Superintendent Mangan advised the meeting An Garda Siochana would be supporting FASN fun run and encouraged all the members to support this good cause.
He also informed the meeting Youth Reach Night League will re-commence shortly , as it was a great success previously they are hoping to continue to build on it’s success. 

Confirmed at Meeting held on:
______________________________
Chairman:



______________________________   

Meetings Administrator: 

______________________________    


