



LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA

Drogheda  Local Policing Forum
Minutes of meeting held by Zoom Conference Call on 12th May  2021
Present:
LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllr James Byrne (Chairperson)
Cllr Tom Cunningham
Cllr Joanna Byrne
Cllr Paddy McQuillan
Cllr Declan Power
Cllr Michelle Hall

Cllr Pio Smith
Cllr Eileen Tully

Members of the Oireachtas:
Fergus O’Dowd TD
PPN Members:

Tony Mullins PPN
Flora Okobi PPN
Officials:
                           

Paddy Donnelly, Director of Services.
Sinead McVerry, Administrative Officer
AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Chief Superintendent Christy Mangan

Supt Andrew Watters
Sgt Mark McNulty
Apologies:                                    











 Deputy Ged Nash






 Cllr Kevin Callan

Introduction and Welcome

Chairman James Byrne opened the meeting and welcomed the members he advised that due to public health restrictions as a result of Covid 19 the meeting was being held by Zoom Conference Call. 
Paddy Donnelly Director of Service advised the meeting that members of the media were joining the meeting and that guidelines pertaining to attendance at public meetings remain in place and that electronic/digital recording of the meeting was prohibited
Minutes of Previous Meeting
Minutes from the previous JPC meeting which took place on 8th February 2021 were proposed by Superintendent Andy Watters and seconded by Cllr Paddy McQuillian. 
Matters Arising

Nil 
Local Authority Report

Director of Housing Paddy Donnelly advised members on recent developments under the 5 pillars of the Community Safety Strategy. 
A copy of the most recent report was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting.
Discussions arose from same as follows :
· Libraries re-opening and the significant increase in library opening hours was  welcomed by the members
· Query as to whether collision hot spots are mapped and JPC members were advised by Paddy Donnelly that they are mapped by Operations Section of Louth Count Council  and subsequently discussed at the Collision Prevention Committee meetings where a multi agency approach is adopted  to address the road issues either  by evaluation education engineering and/or  enforcement 
· Request for minutes from Louth Meath Migrant Strategy so that members are kept informed of the strategy and how it is progressing. 

· Query as to how the Louth Meath Migrant Strategy is progressing- members were informed that similar to a number of projects it’s roll out has been affected by Covid however there have been 2 meetings to date to evaluate the progress of the strategy with further meetings planned for 2021. 
Garda Report

Supt Watters gave a presentation on the Garda Report outlining crime statistics in the Drogheda Sub District area and Clogherhead Sub District Area. It was noted that Covid 19 continues to influence some of the figures presented. 
Arising from the report the following matters were discussed:
· AGS continue to police Operation Stratus; there are a number of ongoing investigations and files have been sent to the DPP . A number of cases have been before the courts and have resulted in a number of successful prosecutions. 

· Operation Fanacht is winding down now that Covid travel restrictions are lifted

· Operation Revolve to deal with cyclist on footpaths and e scooters etc being rolled out across the area. 

· Reports of rave’s taking place at Bully’s Acre 
· Reports of ASB taking place at Watery Hill Steps, Patrick’s Hill Steps & 57 Rathmullen Park
· Heavy traffic on Ballymakenny Rd especially at school times need for direct liaison between school & AGS 
· AGS welcome Guerain Report and are ready to assist other agencies to implement it’s objectives
· Request that a clamping system be put in place in Crooked St Clogherhead to deter motorists from double parking 
AOB 

JPC Steering Committee

The members were informed that the JPC Steering Committee met in advance of the JPC Forum and discussed issues pertaining to public meetings and face to face meetings. In accordance with Government advice meetings will remain on Zoom for the moment. The steering committee are looking at ways of engaging the public and increasing attendance at the public meetings scheduled for Autumn 2021. The matter will be discussed further at the next JPC Steering Committee meeting 
Confirmed at Meeting held on:
______________________________
Chairman:



______________________________   

Meetings Administrator: 

______________________________    


