
LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA

Drogheda  Local Policing Forum
Minutes of meeting held by Zoom Conference Call on 12th July  2021
Present:
LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllr James Byrne (Chairperson)
Cllr Joanna Byrne
Cllr Michelle Hall

Cllr Pio Smith
Members of the Oireachtas:
Fergus O’Dowd TD
PPN Members:

Officials:
                           

Paddy Donnelly, Director of Services.
Sinead McVerry, Administrative Officer
AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Chief Superintendent Christy Mangan

Supt Andrew Watters
Sgt Mark McNulty
Apologies:                                    











 Deputy Ged Nash






 Cllr Paddy McQuillian
 Cllr Pio Smith

 Cllr Declan Power
Introduction and Welcome

Chairman James Byrne opened the meeting and welcomed the members he advised that due to public health restrictions as a result of Covid 19 the meeting was being held by Zoom Conference Call. 
Paddy Donnelly Director of Service advised the meeting that members of the media were joining the meeting and that guidelines pertaining to attendance at public meetings remain in place and that electronic/digital recording of the meeting was prohibited
Minutes of Previous Meeting
Minutes from the previous JPC meeting which took place on 12th May  2021 were proposed by Cllr Michelle Hall  seconded by Cllr Joanna Byrne.
Matters Arising

Nil 
Local Authority Report

Director of Housing Paddy Donnelly advised members on recent developments under the 5 pillars of the Community Safety Strategy. 
A copy of the most recent report was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting.
Discussions arose from same as follows :
· Collision Prevention Committee met in July 2021 , query as to how issues are rasied at the committe and members were informed their  work programme is informed  by  issues raised by LCC Engineering Team and by An Garda Síochána  
· Request for minutes from Louth Meath Migrant Strategy so that members are kept informed of the strategy and how it is progressing. 
· PEACE IV Peter’s Hill Project Part 8 planning permission was granted on 5th July for the Peter’s Hill Project in Drogheda. The tendering process has now commenced to procure the delivery of the public meeting space was welcomed by the JPC members. 
· The closing event of Louth PEACE IV’s Engagement and Signposting project took place on 30th June.  The project focused on rural engagement of vulnerable young people in the areas of Dunleer, Ardee, Omeath, Carlingford and Clogherhead. 40 young people (aged 16 – 25) took part over a two year period. 
· Healthy Louth have been working in collobaration with Outcomers Dundalk to celebrate Pride 2021. Outcomers have celebrated Pride for the past twelve years and have innovativaly come up with a visability campaign to celebrate the event this year whilst maintaining Covid guidelines welcomed by the members. 
Garda Report

Supt Watters gave a presentation on the Garda Report outlining crime statistics in the Drogheda Sub District area and Clogherhead Sub District Area. It was noted that Covid 19 continues to influence some of the figures presented. 
Arising from the report the following matters were discussed:
· AGS continue to police Operation Stratus; there are a number of ongoing investigations and files have been sent to the DPP . A number of cases have been before the courts and have resulted in a number of successful prosecutions. 

· Road Traffic Division to carry out a number of operations in Termonfeckin and Clogherhead there will be increased traffic patrols, speed checks and garda presence in the area. 

· Establishment of Community Action Team comprising 1 Sergeant and 5 Gardai has been established to specifically deal with anti social behaviour and public disorder, this is in addition to the Community Policing Unit. 
· Community Policing Unit continues to work closely with the Local Authority to monitor and investigate anti social behaviour in local area and estates. 

· AGS have investigated use of  See It say It Initiative which Monaghan have adopted, the members consider use of this as another tool that can be used to address anti social behaviour.
· Request for stats in relation to JLO’s – figures to be provided for next meeting 

AOB 
Guerin Report

It is understood a press statement was recently circulated in relation to the Drogheda Implementation Plan. The Local Authority has no further information regarding the matter at present, however there is an expectation there will be an action plan prepared. 

Deputy o Dowd informed the members the matter was coming before Cabinet shortly.

 JPC Steering Committee

The members were informed that the JPC Steering Committee intend to meet in September to consider government advice regarding Covid 19 and the holding of meetings and whether face to face meetings can resume and if they can resume in what format.

In addition the Steering Committee will consider the JPC public meetings which are scheduled for October 2021 and what format the public meetings should take and also to consider how to increase public  engagement and public attendance at JPC public meetings.
The next Drogheda JPC meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 16th Oct 2021. Format to be confirmed pending Covid 19 Regulations. 
Confirmed at Meeting held on:
______________________________
Chairman:



______________________________   

Meetings Administrator: 

______________________________    


