LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA

Ardee Mid Louth Local Policing Forum
Minutes of meeting held in Ardee Civic Offices at 5.30pm pm on Thursday 9 March  2023. 
Present:
LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllr Jim Tenanty 
Cllr Pearse McGeough
Cllr Bernie Conlon
Cllr John Sheridan
Cllr Paula Butterly
PPN Members:

Damien McKenna
Oireachtas Members 
Nil
Officials:
   
Joe McGuinness, Director of Service
Finbar Gethins, Senior Executive Officer
Sinead McVerry, Administrative Officer
Laura McCarragher, Clerical Officer 
AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Superintendent Andrew Watters 
Insp Gerard Collins
Sgt Kevin O Rourke 
Apologies:   
Cllr Dolores Minogue

Senator Erin McGreehan
Chief Superintendent Alan McGovern 
Minutes of Previous Meeting

The members considered the   minutes from the Joint JPC meeting which took place on 24th November  2022 which were proposed by Cllr Pearse McGeough and seconded by Superintendent  Andrew Watters.

Matters Arising

Nil
Local Authority Report

Director of Organisational Development  Joe McGuinness  advised members on recent developments under the 5 pillars of the Community Safety Strategy. 

A copy of the most recent report was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting.

Garda Report

An Garda Síochána gave a presentation on the Garda Report outlining crime Statistics in the Ardee & Dunleer Districts. 
A copy of the most recent reports were circulated to the members in advance of the meeting

Arising from the report the following matters were discussed:
· It was noted a fatal accident occurred on 08.03.2023 involving a motor cyclist.

· It was also discussed that AGS secured a conviction for the murder of Cameron Reilly. Aaron Connolly was convicted of his murder in December 2022 and received a mandatory life sentence. 

· The elected members noted there had been a number of burglaries in the Dunleer area and also a number of unsavoury characters people calling to the homes of older people in the Kilsaran area and trying to steal vehicles. AGS advised all incidents should be reported to them. 
· Discussion concerning the far right protests against migrants/international protection applicants (IPA’s) and the large amount of misinformation that is circulating. AGS confirmed they had received no reports of any criminal activity being perpetuated by any immigrants/international protection applicants in the area to date.  AGS acknowledged a number of these protest had taken place and were organised on social media. It was also noted a number of counter protest had also taken place. 

· Members also noted that some protesters had entered an accommodation centre in Co Louth and members expressed concern regarding the welfare of residents in accommodation centres and employees in accommodation centres who were exposed to protesters. 

· AGS advised that to date the protests appeared to be loosely organised and not as intense as some of the protests in other areas of the country. Protest organisers are supposed to inform AGS when a protest is scheduled to take place as there will be traffic management issues to be considered. AGS will continue to monitor the situation. 
· All members agreed there was a need for outreach in the community to counteract the misinformation being issued on social media. 

· Damien McKenna informed the committee that they are encouraging young people to engage with new communities and promoting positive introductions through outreach activities. An intercultural day is being arranged and all will be invited to attend.

· They are also running a number of initiatives to address issues with drug, alcohol and substance misuse among young people in mid louth area. An event is scheduled for 15th march regarding mental health, trauma . 
· The elected members advised that they are considering allocating a proportion of their discretionary municipal district budget to support events/activities around Halloween/St Patricks day to ensure they were organised and controlled events/activities  that everyone can enjoy in a  safe manner. Deehub & AGS happy to support such initiatives and be involved 
· Members discussed the current JPC structures in place and whether they will continue to be in place after next local election. It was noted new JPC Guidelines have issued and that current JPC scheme will be reviewed. Members agreed operating model including AGS divisions and districts have changed considerably since original JPC scheme established. The issue of community safety partnerships will be considered , it was noted a number of CSP pilots operating successfully . It was agreed  the presence and attendance of PPN members was welcome but that IFA rep was not engaging with the Ardee Mid Louth JPC .

· Cllr Butterly  had previously requested figures in  relation to domestic violence in the mid louth area. Superintendent Watters advised that such stats currently not a  KPI therefore not accessible from PULSE system. Analysists are looking at addressing this matter. In the interim he presented  statistics that were  gathered for  Dail Question and Justice Minister provided this information. The information/data is on a county basis and covers a large range of offences within the scope  domestic abuse. 

	Co Louth 05.11.2021-05.11.2022
	Total


	Total No. of Calls received in relation to domestic abuse incidents in Co Louth from 05.11.2021 -05.11.2022


	1953

	Total No. of charges for breach of Orders pertaining to Domestic Abuse issues from 05.11.2021 -05.11.2022 in Co Louth


	108

	Total No of domestic abuse related incidents before courts in Co Louth from 05.11.2021 -05.11.2022


	304


Members thanked AGS for the statistics and agreed the figures only told part of the story and that there was a lack of reporting of such incidents across the county. It was agreed that statistics and data in this area can link into a broader question and help raise awareness around the issue of domestic violence , form an argument , and make survivors more aware and encourage victims to come forward and report incidents. 
AGS informed the meeting that they have a call back policy in place to follow up in relation to any DV incident to make victims aware they have done nothing wrong and to encourage them to report the issue. 
· E Scooters , it was noted new legislation is being prepared.

· Issue of vehicles being parked on footpaths at local schools and at courthouse and request for them to be removed as they are impeding access especially for older people. 

LA 16  Statistics
Joe McGuinness informed the members this item will be included on the Agenda going forward and statistics will be provided for members consideration. Figures for noting. 
Meeting Schedule 2023
Meeting schedule for 2023 was circulated to the JPC members. The members agreed that the new format of JPC meetings commencing after MD meetings finished was acceptable to them. 
AOB 
The issue of a mental health crisis among young people was discussed by the members and the lack of available services in the mid louth area was highlighted . An acute lack of services often resulted in families having to deal with violence and incidents within the home. Which in turn resulted in families contacting elected rep’s and/or AGS for help and assistance. Young people who are experiencing mental health issues particularly self/harm and suicide have to be referred by AGS to TUSLA and TUSLA are inundated with referrals at present. In some cases AGS have to arrest the young people experiencing acute mental health distress. Members agreed there are major issues with access CALMS, Cross Lanes and any mental health services in Co Louth. Members also agreed response of HSE needs to be highlighted and addressed. 

Elected members concurred they needed training in this area to be able to help and it was agreed this training should be requested through the  ALIG Training programme. 
Confirmed at Meeting held on:
            ______________________________
Chairman:



______________________________   

Meetings Administrator: 

______________________________    

