LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA

Ardee Mid Louth Local Policing Forum
Minutes of meeting held in Ardee Civic Offices at 3.15pm pm on Thursday 2nd November, 2023. 
Present:
LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllr Jim Tenanty 
Cllr Pearse McGeough
Cllr Bernie Conlon
PPN Members:

Damien McKenna
Oireachtas Members 
Nil
Officials:
   
Joe McGuinness, Director of Service
Benie Woods, Director of Service

Finbar Gethins, Senior Executive Officer
Miriam Roe, Senior Staff Officer
AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Superintendent Andrew Watters 
Sgt. Catherine Rennick
Apologies:   
Cllr John Sheridan
Cllr Paula Butterly

Cllr Dolores Minogue
Chief Superintendent Alan McGovern 

      Insp Colm McNally 
Minutes of Previous Meeting

The members considered the minutes from the JPC meeting which took place on 1st June, which were proposed by Cllr. Bernie Conlon and seconded by Cllr. Pearse McGeough.
Matters Arising

Nil
Local Authority Report

Director of Services with responsibility for Organisational Development, Joe McGuinness advised members on recent developments under the 5 pillars of the Community Safety Strategy. 

A copy of the most recent LA report was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting.
· The members were informed that the Louth Meath Joint Migrant Integration Forum is hosting an information event in the Glenside Hotel in Drogheda on 8th November from 10.00am to 12.30.  The purpose of the event is to showcase the work of the Joint Migrant Forum and to provide information and support to new communities. Due to comments on social media about the event, a risk assessment was being carried out with regard to security on the day.  

· Congratulations were extended to LCC staff on the Louth in Bloom Awards, held in Castlebellingham the previous week.  It was noted, however, that there were no young people present and that getting this age profile involved was something that could be explored going forward. It was suggested that a Youth Award could be considered as part of next years event.
· The members noted the Louth PPN Intercultural Sports Project held in July. It was hoped that there would be a wider involvement from local sports clubs which would lead to new membership following a similar event in November.
Garda Report

An Garda Síochána gave a presentation on the Garda Report outlining crime Statistics in the Ardee & Dunleer Districts. 
A copy of the most recent reports were circulated to the members in advance of the meeting.
Arising from the report the following matters were discussed:
· The members welcomed the AGS reports and queried if the Local Authority are notified if a tenant is arrested for offences under S15 MDA – Sale or Supply.  It was noted that the Local Authority can only become involved if the individual is convicted and the location of the offence is the LA property.
· People were reluctant to report incidences of crime for fear of intimidation.  AGS advised that mechanisms could be put in place to assist the reporting of crime in these instances.
· Clarification was sought regarding if phone calls were answered in Louth Village Garda Station when it is open or are they still diverted to Ardee.  AGS advised that calls are generally answered when the station is manned. A reminder will issue to ensure that the phone is switched over during these times.

· AGS undertook a number of safety talks in both primary and secondary schools in the area prior to Halloween.  There were also increased beat patrols, bike patrols and mobile patrols on the night.  Damien from DEEHUB advised that they were out in the community in both Dunleer and Ardee and noted that it was quieter than previous years. These measures were welcomed by the members.
· There was discussion regarding the use of HHC in vapes, which is a synthetic cannabis, the effects being very close to those of THC.  It was noted that HHC can be bought legally in vape shops.  Louth County Council have had to dispose of vape and gas canisters which have been collected by Tidy Towns groups, across the county.
· AGS restructuring in Louth Cavan Monaghan Division, as previously discussed, will now go ahead on 9th December.

LA 16  Statistics
Figures for noting. 
AOB 
· Members were informed that the National Drug Related Intimidation & Violence Engagement (DRIVE) Conference will be held on 23rd November in Athlone – Details and Registration Link will be circulated. 

· Departmental funding has been made available for Councillors to take measures to improve personal physical security at their homes.  AGS were asked if their Crime Prevention Officer would be available to carry out such assessments before the end of December, in order to avail of this scheme.
Confirmed at Meeting held on:
            ______________________________
Chairman:



______________________________   

Meetings Administrator: 

______________________________    

